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Iraq agrees to activate U.N. cameras 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Iraq has agreed to activate U.N. 
Mwallance cameras at two missile sites, thereby clearing the way for a 
resumption of cruda) aims talks. Iraq's ambassador, Nizar Hamdoun, 
toW «*« U.N. Special Commission, in 
muge of dismantling Baghdad's dangerous weapons, that the cameras 
oo md be activated at any time. Mr. Hamdoun said his government had 
agreed to activate the cameras as a sign of good wilt." He said they 
could be turned on any time the Special Commission wanted. There 
was no immediate response .from members of the commission but 
aiptomabc sources confirmed that Iraq had consented the use of the 
monitoring cameras at two missile bases near Baghdad. Rolf Ekess, 
chainuaa of the com mi ssion, had finked the activation of the cameras 
towntmuing aims talks with Iraq in Baghdad in October. The two 
SKtea completed a week of intensive talks in New York earlier this 
mono that could eventually lead to lifting the oil embargo imposed on 
Iraq three years ago after its troops invaded Kuwait. The cameras had 
Been installed but Iraq in June had refused to activate them, drawings 
stem ’warning front die Security Council. 



Sweden says no concessions to Iraq 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Swedish Prime Minister Carl Bildi said 
Friday Stockholm had made no promises 10 Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein to obtain the release of three Swedish engineers jailed in 
Baghdad a year ago. He was speaking at a press conference after the 
amval back home of Leif Wesiberg. 44. Chrisrer Srroemgren. 44, and 
Stefan Wihlborg, 33. who were freed Wednesday after serving one 
year of seven-year sentence imposed for entering Iraq illegally. The 
three, employed by Swedish telecommunications giant Ericsson, were 
“rested after straying across the border from Kuwait. Mr. Bildt said 
the release of the three had come after strenuous diplomatic efforts. 
For the first six months of this year there had been no positive reaction 
from Baghdad. An agreement to negotiate was reached at a meeting 
with 'United Nations Secretary General Boutros Ghali and Iraqi 
Deputy .Prime Minister Tareq Aziz. Mr. Bildt said that on Aug. 24 he 
had summoned the Iraqi charge d'affaira in Stockholm, Ahdul'Razzak 
Saljh, and urged that the three should be pardoned. On Wednesday a 
personal letter from King Carl XVI Gusiaf was handed to President 
Saddam Hussein by an official of the Swedish court, which asked 
nothing more than the release of the engineers. Mr. Bildt said. 
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'£& Artillery duels in 
/ South Lebanon 

.* -er 

v' 4 sift MARJAYOUN (AP) — Israel 
> !.v'; and its militia ally duelled with 

■ 3 ; guerrillas using mortars and 
■ r; Howitzers in South Lebanon 
; Friday. Security sources said at 
’■ '< ; least one Israeli-affiliated mili- 
.. '• i; tiaman was wounded. The 
V' iftei.' sources said gunners of the 
^ Iranian-backed Hizbollab pro- 
' >£►. voiced the clash by hammering 
’ ‘ • 4 ij. < an outpost maimed by Israel's 
" U--.0 proxy South Lebanon Army 

' v. - (SLA militiamen with mortar 

rounds at 2:30 p.m. (1430 
GMT). They said the outpost 
•• at Shoumariyeb, on the nortb- 
-':sV ern edge of Israel’s self- 
-v ^ proclaimed “security zone,” 
j.; was targeted by at least 27 
^ ...J mortar rounds in an hour. SLA 
v_ and Israeli gunners responded 
by shelling bases of Hizboliah 
WUs near four villages. 

•r-X PLO holds aid talks 
with EC 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Offi- 
r * 1 rials of the Palestine Libera- 
- . 'Tc .i . tion Organisation (PLO) and 

r--jjthe European Community 

^(EC) met here Friday to dis- 
. cuss European aid projects in 
- , n the occupied territories, an EC 
rqedfrffi spokesman said. The talks fo- 
a * . . cosed on projects in Gaza and 

-annospj Jericho, which are the first 
Palestinian areas to be given 
autonomy under a peace 
“ accord between the PLO and 
Israel signed in Washington on 
• " ■ ‘ Sept. 13. An Israeli delegation 
had visited European Commis- 
*• :~r. sion headquarters here on 

Thursday for the same reason, 

' but there was no joint pre- 

'• senration, EC officials said (see 
- - • v: related story on page 10). 


PLO sees allenvoys 
5- except Kuwaiti 


• r.-: :: - TUNIS (R) — Palestine Li- 
:• T.f beratkm Organisation (PLO) 
j ^representative in Tunisia met 

r jrthe ambassadors of five of the 
*. six Gulf Cooperation Councfl 
.-■r- states Thursday to discuss 
1 financial support for the PLO- 

Israel peace accord. Kuwait’s 
. :: ambassador did not attend the 

meeting. A PLO statement 
■ said PLO Representative 
.1: . Hakam Balawi met the ambas- 
- sadors of Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
Ifliyp United Arab Emirates to dis- 
cuss financial backing for the 
Palestinian self-rule deal. 
Kuwait’s ambassador was not 
immediately available for com- 
ment but his office and' his 
family said he was in Tunis. 
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,4 executed in 
,'^SaudS Arabia 


RIYADH. (AP) — Four men 
were beheaded Friday in va- 
rious parts of Saudi Arabia, 
two of them Asians convicted 
of smuggling heroin into the 
kingdom. The Interior Minis- 
try said Abdullah Mir Ulam 
Khan, of Afghanistan, and 
Asghar AK Zakbeel, a Pakista- 
ni, were beheaded in Riyadh 
for drug smuggling. Abdullah 
Ben Mubarak A1 Bishi was 
beheaded in Jeddah for kid- 
napping two eight-year-old 
girls, stabbing and raping 
them. The announcement did 
not say whether the girls were 
killed. Hassan Ben Moham- 
mad A1 Zabibi was beheaded 
in Qunfuda, m Mecca pro- 
vince, for crushing his father to 
death with his car, the ministry 
said. 
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Abiola returns home 

LAGOS (AP). — Nigeria’s 
would-be president ended his 
seven-week absence Friday, 
and returned to a hero’s wel- 
come from at least 100,000 
supporters anxious lor him to 
govern their country. Pub- 
lishing magnate Moshood 
K.O. Abiola, criticised by 
some supporters for staying 
away from the troubled nation 
since Aim. 3, arrivedTtr Lagos 
airport where at least 100,000 
cheering peopfe.rushed to sur- 
round the jetliner - carrying 
him. “M.K.O. is our man” the 
crowds chanted as they swept 
past hundred, of police, wav- 
ing placards saying “we want 
M.K.O. for prescient. " Mr. 
Abiola was ahead in the 12 
presidential baflot when. iruEt- 
ary ruler Ibrahim Babahgida, 
ordered ti» counting stopped 
and declared the results void. 




Rabin wants autonomy 
talks to be held in Jordan 

Israel-Syria declaration drafted but differences remain 


Combined agency dispatches 

TEL AVIV — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said in 
an interview published Friday 
that he wants negotiations with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) on the imple- 
mentation of the Palestinian 
autonomy accord to take place 
in Jordan. 

“f hope the negotiations will 
not take place in Washington," 
he told Yediot Aharonot news- 
paper. 

*‘It would be better if they 
could take place in this region. 
Perhaps in Rhodes (Greece), 
A1 Arish or Taba (both in 
Egypt). I would prefer it if they 
took place in Jordan, if the 
Jordanians let us into their 
country.” 

Jordan and Israel, still tech- 
nically in a state of war, signed 
an agenda foT peace on Sept. 
14, a day after Israel and the 
PLO concluded their historic 
peace deal in Washington. 

Mr. Rabin said the Israeli 
army would negotiate with the 
PLO on the withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho. 

“For me, Gaza should be a 
pilot project, an experimental 
centre,” he said. 

He said international invest- 
ment in the strip was essential 
and desirable from the Israeli 
side also, because if the project 
failed, it would play into the 
hands of the Islamic fun- 
damentalists who seek the des- 
truction of Israel. 


Mr. Rabin said there had 
been no date set for PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s re- 
turn to the occupied territor- 
ies. 

“Nothing that Arafat has 
said so far dashes with the 
agreement. The only point on 
which he has deviated is on his 
return to the territories. There 
has been no decision made on 
his return date,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat said Thursday 
that he would begin planning 
his return to the occupied terri- 
tories on Dec. 1. 

Mr. Rabin, having won par- 
liamentary approval for his 
peace pact with the PLO. has 
said his next task was building 
ties with the Arab World. 

The Knesset approved on 
Thursday by a vote of 61 to 50, 
with eight abstentions and one 
member absent, Israel’s recog- 
nition of the PLO and the 
accord signed last week (see 
page 10). 

“The Arab World always 
said the Palestinian problem 
was at the heart of the con- 
flict,” Mr. Rabin said after die 
vote. “The fact we have started 
to tackle it and together solve 
it must have implications for 
our relations with the Arab 
World.” 

Mr. Rabin also said in re- 
marks plubiished on Friday 
that Israel and Syria have 
drafted a declaration of princi- 
ples for -an accord but cannot 
agree on crucial landrfor-peace 
clauses. 

Israel has demanded Syria 


commit to “full peace," mean- 
ing open borders, free trade 
and diplomatic relations, while 
Syria has insisted on a com- 
plete Israeli withdrawal from 
tire strategic Golan Heights. 

“There is a draft declaration 
of principles but it still has not 
passed the problematic clause 
of depth of withdrawal and the 
clause about the essence of 
peace,” Mr. Rabin said in an 
interview with the Israeli daily 
Maariv. 

He repeated accusations that 
Syria's commitment to peace 
was questionable, saying it 
supports anti-Israel guerrillas 
in Lebanon and gives refuge in 
Damascus to groups opposed 
to the Israeti-PLO agreement. 

“We still don’t have the 
answer if Syria wants peace,” 
he said. But he added that 
American and Egyptian offi- 
cials told him there was a shift 
in Syria’s position on defining 
peace. 

They tell me there has been 
a change among them with 
regard to the essence of frill 
peace." 

In Washington, Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
said he had good news to share 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher on the 
Israeli-Syriaii talks. 

. Asked whether he had any 
“good news to impart" tt> Mr. 
Christopher following Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak’s meeting with. Syrian Presi — _ 
dent .Hafez AT Assad. Mf: 
Musa said’ with a smile, “I 


certainly have,” but declined 
to elaborate. 

“We do hope that very soon 
there will be some progress on 
the Syrian-Israeli track," Mr. 
Musa said at a picture-taking 
session before his meeting with 
Mr. Christopher. 

“I’m sure that with the 
American role and with the 
help given by all the parties 
concerned there will be prog- 
ress, we do hope that very 
shortly," Mr. Musa said. 

After the 45-minute meet- 
ing, State Department spokes- 
man Michael McCurry said 
Mr. Christopher and Mr. Musa 
discussed Mr. Mubarak's talks 
on Wednesday with Mr. 
Assad. 

“These discussions con- 
firmed Syria's commitment to 
nuning ahead with the peace 
process and to working closely 
with the United States," Mr. 
McCurry said in a statement. 

Mr. Mubarak, in an inter- 
view published Wednesday, 
said Israel could stage a four- 
month withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights under a deal 
being discussed with Syria. 

U.S. Middle East peace 
coordinator Dennis Ross said 
Thursday he hoped for a 
breakthrough soon m negotia- 
tions between Syria and Israel, 
but there were still deep divi- 
sions' between the two ’sides 
(see page 2). 

In a third interview pub- 
lished Friday with the mass 

(Continued on page^) I 


Officials say no shift 
in stand on citizenship 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
citizens of Palestinian origin 
will continue to enjoy full 
citizenship rights and can free- 
ly decide whether they want to 
stay in the country or go back 
to the West Bank and become 
Palestinian citizens, govern- 
ment officials said Friday. 

“I they decide to return to 
the West Bank and regain their 
nationality, that is their 
choice,’' Reuter quoted Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam A1 Ma- 
jali as saying Friday. 

Minister of Information 
Ma’an Abu Nowar said that 
the citizenship of all Jorda- 
nians is protected by the law 
and cannot be revoked. 

“The Jordanian nationality 
cannot be revoked as it is 
protected by the Constitution, 
the law and the King,” Dr. 
Abu Nowar told the Jordan 
Times. • 

But if Jordanians of Palesti- 
nian origin decide to regain 
their Palestinian nationality in 
the future, they will have to 
abandon their Jordanian 
citizenship in accordance with 
the law which stipulates that no 
citizen is to hold another Arab 
citizenship. Dual citizenship is 
allowed only with a non-Arab 
country. 

“No Arab should hold two 
nationalities in Arab coun- 
tries,” Reuter quoted Dr Ma- 
jali as saying. 

Reuter had earlier quoted 
Dr, Abu Nowar as saying that 
Jordanians who choose to vote 
in the West Bank elections 
would not be allowed to main- 
tain their nationalities, but Dr. 
Abu" Nowar later denied hav- 
ing said this, stressing that the 
nationality of all citizens is. 
protected by the Constitution 
and His Majesty the King. 

However, other officials 
haye said that Jordanians will 
not be allowed to vote in elec- 
tions both in the West Bank 
and Jordan. 

'Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Jawad A1 
Anani Was Wednesday quoted 
as saying that the Palestine 
.Liberation Organisation 


(FLO) and Jordan had agreed 
in principle that there should 
not be a “duplication” in vot- 
ing. He said the modalities of 
how this will be done are to be 
worked out by joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian committees. 

Officials say that the deci- 
sion not to allow a duplication 
in the voting process was 
prompted by the large number 
of voters who might be able to 
vote in elections in both the 
West Bank and Jordan, thus 
strongly influence the outcome 
of the polls. 

Reuter quoted Dr. MajaH as 
saying that Jordan did not have 
a policy of revoking citizenship 
if Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin voted in the West Bank 
elections. 

Dr. Abu Nowar said the 
elections in the West Bank and 
Jordan were not discussed dur- 
ing meetings between Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian officials in 
Amman last week. 

He said the issue was “men- 
tioned in passing” but added 
that there was “no discussion 
of it* in the sense that no 
conclusions were reached.” 

Under the PLO-Israel self- 
rule agreement signed in 
Washington on Sept. 13, elec- 
tions for a Palestinian council 
are to be held in July 1994. The 
agreement says that Palesti- 
nian, refugees outside the occu- 
pied territories cannot take 
part in the polls for “practical 
reasons.” 

Parliamentary elections are 
scheduled to take palce on 
Nov. 8 but Jordan is reexamin- 
ing its plans to bold the elec- 
tions on the scheduled date in 
light of the PLO-Israel agree- 
ment 

Both Dr. Majali and Dr. 
Aim "Nowar said the govero- 
- mem was still preparing to 
bold the elections cm Nov. 8. 

Dr. Majali told Reuter that 
the right of return of Palesti- 
nians and other issues which 
touched on Jordan were still 
unclear. 

According to Dr. Anani, the 
— number of displaced Palesti- 
nians — those who fled the 
West Bank in .1967 and thar 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli killed; PLO 
orders end to attacks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — An Israeli man was 
found stabbed to death by 
Palestinians near Tel Aviv Fri- 
day in the first fatal attack on 
an Israeli since the signing of 
die Israel-Palestinian Libera- - 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
agreement last week, police 
said. 

Yigal Waknin, 21. was 
apparently killed by Islamic 
fundamentalists Wednesday 
while driving a tractor in an 
orchard near Batzna, north of 
Tel Aviv, a police spokesman 
said. 

A leaflet signed by the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), an opponent of the 
Israel-PLO autonomy accord, 
was found near the body claim- 
ing responsibility for the kill- 
ing, he said. 

Hamas has strongly de- 
nounced the autonomy agree- 
ment signed in Washington ' 
and pledged to continue 
attacks on Israelis. 

A top PLO guerrilla in the 
Gaza Strip told AFP mean- 
while that PLO fighters have 
received orders from PLO 
Oiairraan Yasser Arafat to 
hah all operations against the 
Israeli occupation. 

“We respixt the decision of ■ 

President Arafat to stop fir- 
ing,” Hisbam Juda, the Gaza 
Strip leader of Fatah Hawks, 
said. 

“Since the autonomy agree- 
ment was signed on Sept 13 
we have not carried out any 
operations against . the 
Israelis,” said the 28-year-old, 
one of the most wanted Palesti- 
nian fighters. 

“We can protect . ourselves 
but are under orders not to 
open fire first," he said during 
the interview at a secret location 
in Rafoh, on the border with 
Egypt. 

The Hawks have killed only 
the Palestinian “collaborator'’ 
since the acrord, which comes* 
into effect in Gaza and Jericho 
on Oct. 13 was sealed, and that 
was decided on beforehand, he 
said. 

“We stoped operations 
against the army so I've stop- 
ped everything against our own 
people as well," said Mr. Juda, 
who commands 50 armed guer- 


rillas spread across the strip in 
underground cells. 

Israel’s military Chief of 
Staff General Ebud Barak said 
the PLO leadership had issued 
instructions to activists in the 
occupied territories to reduce 
the level of violence. 

“It is in the PLO’s interest to 
cut down violence and terror- 
ism in Israel and perhaps even 
in Lebanon," Mr. Barak told 
Friday’s Marriv newspaper. 
“The PLO leadership has 
given instructions to that end 
to activists in the field." 

He backed the setting up of 
a Palestinian police force to 
maintain order during the 
autonomous period and said 
the expected the major prob- 
lem for Israel to be ensuring 
security on the roads in the 
occupied territories. 

Meanwhile, roadblocks went 
up and troops and police were 
on heightened alert as Israel 
sealed off the occupied terri- 
tories Friday for the Yom Kip- 
pur (day of atonement) holi- 
day, military and police 
sources said. 

The West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, which Palestinians have 
only been able to leave with a 
special permit since last 
March, would be closed from 
2:00 a.m. Friday until 2:00 
a.m. Sunday. 

Roads leading into Israel 
from the occupied territories 
were dosed, even to the tens of 
thousands of Palestinians with 
the permits allowing them to 
work in Israel, the military 
sources said. 

Police said patrols had been 
stepped up outside public 
buildings and markets to pre- 
vent possible attacks. 

The occupied territories are 
dosed off every year on Yom 
Kippur, the holiest day on the 
Jewish calender. 

Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani Friday 
reiterated Iran’s opposition to 
the PLO-Israel agreement, but 
warned Palestinians against 
taking up arms against each 
other. 

“I warn you Palestinians, 
there are signs that the U-$- 

(Continued OH page 5) 



Heavily armed troops sit in their military lorries 
as they wait on the Moscow Ring Road dose to the 
Russian Parliament building Friday. Hundreds of 
troops are moved across the city towards the 


White House after President Boris Yeltsin ordered 
the people standing outside the parliament to 
disarm themselves (AFP photo) 


Police squeeze anti- Yeltsin 
camp as crisis continues 


Combined agency dispatches 

MOSCOW — Police in steel 
helmets and falk jackets 
squeezed the barricaded par- 
liament building Friday, trying 
to choke off support for hard- 
line lawmakers who defied 
President Boris Yeltsin for a 
fourth day. 

Mr. Yeltsin ordered his 
security forces to disarm oppo- 
nents outside the Russian 
White House and told them.to 
shoot to kin if threatened. He 
also expressed hope for a 
peaceful end to the crisis. 

Police hunted for gunmen 
who attacked a military head- . 

S eers in the first violent 
since Mr. Yeltsin Tues- 
day disbanded parliament to 
break Russia's crippling poli- 
tical deadlock. 

About 2.000 anti-Yeltsin 
protesters hpld their ground 
peacefully at the White House 
throughout the chilly, rainy 
day. The crowd was tense but 
orderly was people huddled 
under umbrellas, listened to 
speeches and wanned them- 
selves at small bonfires, next to 
signs labelling Mr. Yeltsin 
“Judas” and “a new Hitler." 

A group of about 30 men 
and women carrying religious 
icons and singing hymns mar- 
ched around the parliament 
building, led by a Russian 
Orthodox priest in black robes, 
urging police not to move 
against the demonstrators. 


Hundreds of police, some 
wearing riot gear, ringed the 
grounds of the parliament 
building late Friday in the first 
major show of force by the 
government. Police allowed 
people to leave the area but 
blocked anyone trying to enter 
in an apparent effort to bring 
the protest to an end. 

Lawmakers inside the build- 
ing earlier distributed dozens 
of automatic weapons to their 
supporters outside, but there 
were no guris in sight late 
Friday. 

A presidential decree in- 
structed artfty and police to 
“take measures to take away 
weapons from the persons” 
holding parliament and to take 
control of security at the build- 
ing. 

“There is a real danger of 
firearms being used in Mos- 
cow,” Moscow Mayor Yuri 
Luzhkov told reporters. 

The ‘ Russian Congress of 
People’s Deputies, by-passing 
Mr. Yeltsin, Friday voted to 
hold early legislative and pres- 
idential elections on the same 
day “by the end of March.” 

Mr. Yeltsin has fixed general 
elections for Dec. 11-12 and 
presidential elections for Rus- 
sia’s independnece day cm June 
12 next year. 

The 1,068-seat congress, or 
full parliament, suspended its 
session for several hours Fri- 
day to enable its members to 
seek popular support for their 


power struggle with Mr. Yelt- 
sin. 

Deputies tasked the two- 
chamber Supreme Soviet. Rus- 
sia's working parliament, to 
prepare the polls and said elec- 
toral commissions appointed 
by other officials, meaning Mr. 
Yeltsin’s government, were 
illegal. 

General Alexander Rutskoi, 
who was named president by 
parliament earlier this week, 
said Thursday he wanted 
simultaneous elections early 
next year but "not before Feb. 
23” so as to have enough time 
to prepare them. 

Mr. Yeltsin has said he was 
opposed to simultaneous elec- 
tions as they would have a 
power vacuum. 

Twenty-six local Soviets 
(councils) have voiced support 
for the communist and 
conservative-dominated parlia- 
ment, meanwhile called for 
presidential and legislative 
elections on Dec. 12. 

Council leaders, in a state- 
ment read to congress by De- 
puty Amangeldy Tuleyev, 
chairman of the regional Soviet 
of Kemerovo, western Siberia, 
urged parliament and the gov- 
ernment to agree to the date by 
Tuesday. 

They said that they would 
“call strikes, local referen- 
dums, stop paying taxes, ex- 
porting oil and gas and block 

(Continued on page 3) 


Mandela urges end to 
sanctions; world responds 


Combined agency dispatches 

WASHINGTON — The Un- 
ited States will move im- 
mediately to answer Nelson 
Mandela's call to dismantle 
sanctions against South Africa, 
a senior administration official 
said Friday. 

President Bill Clinton's 
administration welcomed Mr. 
Mandela’s speech to the Un- 
ited Nations and said it would 
begin steps Friday to remove 
most remaining U.S. sanc- 
tions, said the official. 

The White House was ex- 
pected to issue a statement 
urging all states and local en- 
tities to end sanctions against 
South Africa. 

In addition, it will support 
lifting remaining federal sanc- 
tions against South Africa with 
the exception of an embargo 
on nuclear technologies and 
arms to the country, the offi- 
cial said. 

That restriction probably 
will not be lifted “until a demo- 
cratically elected government 
is in place,” the official said. 

Most of the sanctions 
ordered by the U.S. Congress 
in 1987 were lifted by President 
George Bush's administration 
in 1991. But the remaining 
sanctions have continued to 
drain the economy, particular- 
ly a ban on assistance from the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), officials said. 

Officials said Mr. Clinton 
would instruct Secretary of 


State Warren Christopher to 
make it dear that South Africa 
no, longer should be barred 
from receiving IMF assistance 
unde" a 1985 law that barred 
IMF funding as long as the 
country's government prac- 
ticed apartheid. 

The Clinton administration 
also plans to support new 
efforts to support the democra- 
tic process in South Africa, 
including new steps to encour- 
age U.S. companies to invest 
there and a study of possible 
Peace Corps involvement 
there. 

Mr. Clinton also planned to 
call on churches, universities, 
labor groups and other private 
organisations to “get back into 
South Africa" after avoiding 
any support for the country for 
years, die official said. 

Mr. Mandela, president of 
the African National Congress 
(ANC) told the U.N.: 

“The time has come when 
the international community 
should lift ali economic sanc- 
tions against South Afria.” He 
was addressing a speech to the 
special U.N. commission on 
apartheid. 

Lifting economic sanctions 
would come “in response to 
the historic advances towards 
democracy that have been 
achieved... and give added im- 
petus to this process,” said the 
ANC chief. 

The South African parlia- 
ment to approved plans to cre- 
ate a transitional executive 



Nelson Mandela 


council to establish multi-party 
councils that would oversee the 
government in advance of 
South Africa's first non-racial 
election on April 27. 

But Mr. Mandela asked the 
United Nations to maintain an 
embargo on weapons sales un- 
til that new government is 
elected. The arms embargo’ 
was imposed in 1977 and can 
only be removed by the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Mr. Mandela also urged na- 
tions to restore diplomatic re- 
lations with South Africa. 

“We would like to urge that 
the mandatory sanctions be 
maintained until the new gov- 
ernment has been formed. We 
would leave the issue of the oil 
embargo to the discretion of 
the committee of the general 
assembly responsible for the 
enforcement of this particular 

(Continued on page 5) j. 
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U . S . sees role for Iran in peace process 


but rules out any involvement of Iraq 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 


AMMAN — The United 
States has signalled that it 
would welcome Iranian in- 
volvement in the Middle East 
peace process if Tehran 
chooses to do so, but that 
Iraqi involvement could be 
ruled out at this point in time. 

Dennis Ross, Washing- 
ton’s special coordinator for 
the Middle East, also told a 
satellite press conference 
with journalists in four major 
European capitals monitored 
in Amman Thursday that the 
U.S. was actively engaged in 
efforts to close the gap be- 
tween Israeli and Syrian posi- 
tions in the 23-month-old 
Arab-Israeli pe ace talks. 


Asked whether the U.S. 
opposed the establishment of 
an independent state and 
favoured a Jordanian- 
Palestinian confederation, 
Mr. Ross restated the Amer- 
ican position that it would not 
support the creation of an 
independent entity in the 
Israeli occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

“If you look at the (Israeli- 
occupied) territories that 
those who favoured such a 
position have had in mind for 
a state, we have been con- 
cerned that it might end up 
destabilising both Israel and 
Jordan. 


“But the fact of the matter 
is that we have also said that 
from our standpoint it's up to 
the parties to determine what 
is they are prepared to agree 


to,” he said in reply to the 
question, which came from a 
journalist in Madrid: 

Mr. Ross sidestepped a 
question from Paris on the 
impact of the Sept. 13 agree- 
ment between Jordan and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) on Jordan’s 
Nov. 8 general elections. 

"A comprehensive solu- 
tion is something that is in 
Jordan’s interest,” he said. 
“Jordan has concluded its 
agenda agreement with Israel 
now, which is also another 
milestone. And so I think 
■ that Jordan, whieh has always 
been very committed to 
peace, will find that a process 
of peace, and the prospect of 
developing it, will be some- 
thing that is beneficial within 
Jordan itself.'* 

Mr. Ross, a holdover from 
the Bush administration and 
considered Washington's best 
diplomatic expert on the 
Arab-Israeii conflict, was 
asked how the U.S. viewed 
■Iran’s opposition to the peace 
process. 

“I think Iran has to decide 
if it wants to be a normal part 
of die region, if it wants to 
see a region that can move 
ahead and develop economi- 
cally, if it wants to see a 
region that has a very diffe- 
rent future for all of its peo- 
ple,” Mr. Ross said. “Iran 
can be a part of that if they 
support the process. I don't 
know why it should be in 
Iran’s interest not to support 
peace in die region. 

“Ultimately Iran can play 
an important role if it's pre- 
pared to support peace and 


tranquility ...(otherwise) it 
will be isolated." 

At another point during 
the press conference, moni- 
tored at the American Centre 
at die U.S. Embassy here, 
Mr. Ross was asked whether 
the U.S. would try to “re- 
cuperate” Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

Mr. Ross replied: “You 
cannot recupe someone like 
Saddam Hussein. Saddam 
Hussein's purposes have not 
changed: At this point the 
region is fortunate that he 
remains basically a prisoner 
within his own country. He 
cannot be a source for stabil- 
ity in any way shape or 
form." 


A good part of the press 
conference dealt with the 
Israeli-Syrian negotiations 
and international aid to sup- 
port Palestinian self-rule in 
the occupied territories. 

Mr. Ross made the follow- 
ing points: 

— Both Syria and Israel 
are committed to a negoti- 
ated settlement, as reflected 
in statements by the leaders 
of the two countries, includ- 
ing the comments Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
made in Alexandria after 
talks with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak on Wednes- 
day, but there are “some 
complex issues ...hard prob- 
lems” that remain to be 
addressed. 


Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher is actively en- 
gaged in trying to bridge the 
differences in direct contacts 
with the parties and might 


even visit the Middle East to 
help the process. No date has 
been fixed. 

The U.S. is prepared to 
provide the kind of guaran- 
tees that the Syrians and 
Israelis want, possibly includ- 
ing the stationing of Amer- 
ican forces in the Golan 
Heights. “But ...I think we 
are a little ahead of them. 
We’re not at that point yet.’’ 

Mr. Ross declined to be 
specific whether the U.S. be- 
lieved that an eventual total 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights was essential 
for peace. 

“That's for the parties to 
work out,” he said. “They 
have to come to grips with 
each other’s requirements..." 

— Washington hopes that 
Syria would not support the 
Damascus-based Palestinian 
groups which oppose the 
Israel-PLO accord. 

“We have emphasised to 
the Syrians the importance of 
supporting this agreement. 
They have told us they will 
not oppose it ...obviously 
there are Palestinian groups 
that are in Syria that are 
expressing positions of 
opposition. We would cer- 
tainly hope that those groups 
don’t receive support ...any- 
one who is placing impedi- 
ments in the way&f this 
agreement ...is not contribut- 
ing to an objective or ’achiev- 
ing a comprehensive solu- 
tion.” 


hak to see this agreement as a are talking to our partners 
very critical, important build- about the needs, and also 
ing block ...It is important to talking -to the Palestinians as 
demonstrate that this agree- well, as we assess the needs." 

ment can work, because-*- — r— The S250 million pledged 
that’s going to build confi- ~ by the U.S. will be spread 


dance on all sides and it's 
going to make progress to-, 
wards a c om prehensive solu-: 
tion that much more likely.” - 
— In the context of the 
hardline Lebanese groups, 
including HIzboIlah, which 
oppose me accord, the U.S. 

. “is doing everything (it) can 
fpo isolate and dis<£dit those 
‘ -who oppose the movement 


.towards peace.” (The ques- 
tion was whether the U.S. 


— Washington hopes that 
Lebanon, which has criticised 
the Israel-PLO accord, will 
change its position. “...One 


'tion was whether the U.S. 
was pressuring Syria to dis- 
arm Hizbollah). 

— Washington supports 
the 1989 Taif acoord, which 
led to the end of the civil war 
in Lebanon, and believes that 
all foreign forces in Lebanon 
should withdraw, leaving the 
Lebanese government to ex- 
ercise its authority and 
sovereignty all over Leba- 
non. 

— The U.S. will not define 
how much territories the 
Palestinians should have. “It 
is a final status issue; it is not 
related to* the agreement that 
has just been worked out.” 

— Washington will closely 
coordinate with all other 
donors to the Palestinians 
during an Oct. 1 conference 
in Washington. 

While figures dried by va- 
rious organisations on the 
needs of rebuilding the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip vary, 
Washington tends to accept 
the World Bank’s figure of S3 
billion m 10 years. “But we 


over two years. 

The European Community 
has a leading role to play to 
support the Palestinian eco- 
nomy, particularly that the 
Aloe is the chairman of the 
Middle East multilateral j 
working group of regional 
economic cooperation. “We 
expect they have major con- 
tributions to make in a mate- 
rial, in a political, and in a 
moral sense.” 


— Washington sees three 
distinct levels of assistance to 
the Palestinians: Emergency 
aid, short-term help to build 
infrastructure, and long-term 
foundations for economic de- 
velopment. While the first 
and second levels could 
materialise soon, such as a 
job creation, roads, housing 
and services infrastructure, 
the longer-term plans will 
take more time to be put in 
place. 


— An end to the arms race 
in the Middle East has to be 
.seen in the framework of 
multilateral and regional re- 
conciliation apd economic, 
social and political coopera- 
tion. “One of the prime 
objectives that we have to 
have in this process is to 
transform the region from 
one of great volatility, where 
there is an overabundance of 
‘arms, into a region where 
there is great ...coopera- 
tion.” 


Ex-prisoners flock 


to become policemen 


By Sami Aboudi 

Reuters 


RAMALLAH, Occupied 
West Bank — Young Palesti- 
nian men, including many who 
have been in Israeli jails, 
flooded Palestine Liberation. 
Organisation (PLO) offices 
throughout the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip Thursday to be- 
come policemen under Palesti- 
nian authority. 

“I always wanted to be a 
policemen. I did not want to 
serve under the Israeli police, 
but it is my dream to be a 
Palestinian policeman,” said 
Yousef Omar, 23, one of 
several dozen young men who 
packed the PLO Fateh offices 
in Ramallah. 


Maher Yasser, 24, of die 
West Bank village of Shnqba, 
who has been barred by the 
Israeli secret police from enter- 
ing Israel to work, said he was 
eager to “serve my people as a 
policeman.” 

Under an IsraeK-Palestinian 
agreement on self-rule in the 
occupied territories, the PLO 
has begun recruiting people 
aged 18-35 for its police force. 

“After the accord was 
signed. President Yasser Ara- 
fat gave instructions to start 
registering people for the 
police force,” said Hussein A1 
Shaikh, a senior leader of Mr. 
Arafat said mainstream Fateh 
wing in Ramallah. 

He said a PLO committee m? 
Tunis was overseeing the sign- 
up in both the occupied West • 
Bank and the Gaza Strip.- < 
Israeli troops were nowhere in ’ 
sight of the Ramallah centre, 
16 kilometres north of Jeru- 
salem. 

Thousands of Palestinians, 
mostly Fateh activists who had 
been jailed for resisting Israeli 


occupation , packed some 28 
offices set up by die PLO 
throughout the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The Palestinian force, to be 
known officially as the Palesti- 
nian National Security Forces, 
are to include Palestine Libera- 
tion Army (FLA) soldiers now 
dispersed in- several Arab 
countries as well as local re- 
cruits. ■» 

Senior Palestinian leader 
Faisal A1 Hussein* has said the 
PLO wants a force of up to 
30,000 men and women. 

Officials in charge of die 
conscription said the PLO in- 
tended to enlist up to 12,000 
policemen, 7,000 for the West 
Bank and 5,000 for the Gaza 
Strip. 

Hassan Mustafa Sbaraqa, 
28, an official at the Ramallah 
recruitment centre, said more 
than 40 people applied in the 
first hour the offices were 
open. He said many had been 
jailed in the past for resisting 
Israeli occupation. 

“They feel they have fought 
for their homeland and now 
they feel it is their duty to 
protect what they bad 
ach ieved,” said Mr. Sbaraqa. 

Some former policemen who 
served in the occupied territor- 
ies under Israeli command also 
applied. 

Adel Massrweh, 47, was an 
Officer when the police were 
under Israeli command but res- 
igned five years ago on appeals 
from leaders of the uprising 
against Israeli rule. 

•He said the Ramallah dis- 
trict alone would need more 
than 500 policemen for the 99 
villages and towns in the dis- 
trict. r-* 

“We were understaffed and 
very thinly stretched. Now we 
need to set up a strong police 
force,” he said. 



Egypt 
hopes for 
breakthrough 
of Lockerbie 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak said in a 
newspaper interview published 
Thursday that be hoped there 
would be a breakthrough in the 


sgKt few days in Libya’s dis- 
pute with the West over the 
Lockerbie bombing. 

Tbe United States and Bri- 
tain have warned that the Un- 
ited Nations will impose new 
sanctions on Libya if it does 
not band over for trial by Oct. 
1 two men accused of blowing 
up a Pan Am airliner over the 
Scottish town of Lockerbie in 
1988. hope of an opening in the 
next couple of days.” 

Asked if be meant that the 
suspects would be tried in Scot- 
land, Mr. Mubarak said: 
“There will not be a surrender 
but tbe two might volunteer to 
travel abroad to establish their 


DAY OF JUDGEMENT: An ultra orthodox 
Jew, watched by children, Mows in a shofat in 
front of the western wall in occupied- Jerusalem 
for the Yom Kippur hofiday. For observant 
Jews, Yam Kippur means complete abate— nee 


from food, drink, sex and. work to devote the 
time to prayer and confession of sins. According 
to the Jewish faith, it is the day God Judges 
every individual (AFP photo) 


Egypt police may have- tortured man to death 


CAIRO- (R) — An Egyptian 
human rights group has said a 
man arrested on suspicion of 
involvement in a bomb attack 
on the interior minister had 
died during police questioning, 
possibly because of torture, 
and demanded an investiga- 
tion. 


The Egyptian Organisation 
for Human Rights (EOHR) 
said in a statement on Thurs- 
day that Ahmad Farouk 
Ahmad Ah died a day after 
being arrested on Sept. 2,' two 
weeks after a bomb nearly 
killed Interior Minister Hassan 
AI Alfi. 


“the body has several bruises 
on tiie face, and the death 
occurred as a result of failure 
in heart and respiratory func- 
tions” and added that ’speed- 
mens were taken for examina- 
tion and the case is under 
investigation" EOHR said. 

Tbe court said it had pre- 
sented the prosecutor general 
with a statement demanding 
that the death should, be in- 


vestigated, the bfflfe re- 
examined, and die .family of 


EOHR said a police officer 
fold the man’s father cm Sept. 4 
that his son “died of a heart 
attack daring investigation.” It 
added that this was the fourth 
suspected torture death since 
early May. 

“Tbe official death notifica- 
tion issued by the directorate 
of health affairs noted that 


.examined, and tire fftfiuy of 
the victim given protection be- 
cause of “the continuous 
threats they are being sub- 
jected to by the security appar- 
atus.” 


EOHR said police detained 
te father and 13 other family 


the father and 13 other family 
members on Aug. 20 to force 
the son to give himself up. 

Tbe tether was taken to a 
headquarters of state security 
investigations, tbe main 
domestic intelligence agency, 
“where be was subjected to 
severe beating on all parts of 


his body while being tied by 
tins feet and hands, and also 
the officers threatened to sex- 
ually assault him, his wife, 
sisters and daughter in law,” 
EOHR said. 

After being told of the son’s 
death and released, “the father 
was ordered to commit to si- 
lence and to endorse a state- 
ment that fab son died natural- 
ly.” 

EOHR said it “reiterates 
what it severally stated that 
torture for political reasons has 
practically become a condoned 
crime.” 

It added: “Not a single per- 
petrator of torture in political 
cases has been brought to co ur t 
since more than seven years. 

“This certainly leads those 
responsible for torture to feel 
immune from punishment. 


innocence. 

He added: “If I was in 
Libya’s place, I would not be 
able to surrenderthe suspects. 
But the great powers are mast- 
ing, and so the solution is for 
the , two suspects to volunteer 
to travel and be tried to estab-’ 
hsh their innocence.” 

A Foreign Ministry source 
later reported that Mubarak 
had sent hs senior political 
adviser, Osama Al Baz, to 
Libya with a message for Li- 
byan leader Muammar Al 
Qadhfei dealing in part with 
Egypt’s efforts to prevent tbe 
distpute worsening. 

The UJN. imposed an air 
embargo on Libya in April 
1992 in support of the Western 


which contributes to tbe preva 
Icnce of torture and the in- 
crea^ in the number of tfeariit 
suspected to have occurred be- 
cause of torture.” 


demands and is likely to add a 
ban on selling oil industry 
equipment to Libya and a 
freeze on some of Libya’s 
assets abroad if Libya fails to 
meet the OcL 1 deadline. 
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Palestinians frustrated by lack of alternatives 


A DAY TO REMEMBER: A year ago yesterday (Friday) 
JordanWrfOoiccdm fife Majesty King Hnssdn’s retain home 
foOowutg successful cancer surgery fai the United States. In an 
unprecedented outpour of emotions over one miHion /orda- 
niami thronged the streets of Amman to greet their leader. The 


euphoric celebration of King Hussein’s safe return was 
described by many observers and analysts as not only a 
welcome bat a * ‘re s o un ding oath of allegiance.” No event in 
Jordan’s history has galvanised as many people (Photo by 
Yousef A] ’Allan) 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Feelings of confu- 
sion, uncertainly and frustra- 
tion for lack alternatives cre- 
ated an atmosphere of tension 
and anger during an almost 
three-hour discourse between 
a panel of Palestinian and 
Jordanian politicians opposed 
to the PLO-Isracl agreement 
on self -rule and an andience of 
more than a 1,000 people 
Thursday evening at the Abdul 
Hami d Shoman Foundation. 

Five politicians spoke of 
“long term solutions” to liber- 
ate Paftstine which differ from 
the approach taken by Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

A “samud” or steadfast atti- 
tude against the Israeli occnpa- 
tion, which would last until 
“demographic factors'’ create 
an Arab majority within Israel 
and the occupied territories, 
was one alternative offered to 
Thursday's audience by veter- 
an Palestinian politician and 
prominent ' lawyer Ibrahim 
Bakr, a staunch opponent of 
the Gaza- Jericho first propos- 
al. 


“If we wait a while the 
.Arabs will outnumber the Jews 
in Israel and eventually the 
o c c upati on and the dominance 
of Jews over Arabs will melt 
away — this is one alterna- 
tive," said Mr. Bakr. 

Long term approaches, 
which entail a continuing 
popular uprisin£and steadfast- 
ness of the Palestinians under 
occupation against Israel were 
the only real alternatives 
fielded by the five speakers 
who included former PLO 
Minister of Culture Abdullah 
Hourani, Ibrahim Brier, Fatah 
liaison with the occupied terri- 
tories Abbas Zaki, former 
member of the Palestinian 
Communist Party Ghazi 
Sourani and Jordanian political 
commentator and columnist 
Muna Shukeir. 

But the audience, which was 
evidently more against the 
accord than in favour, wanted • 
more tangible and immediate 
solutions and challenged the 
panel to provide them. 

“These solutions cannot be 
easily provided because the 
solution is a long process 
rather than a curt political de- 
cisions that will bring immedi- 
ate results.” said Mr. Hourani. 


“What is the alternative to 
the Arab-Rabin accord ' is a 
very difficult question,? said 
Ibrahim Bakr. “There are 
many aspects to the answer 
and not aU is certain — the 
process of liberating Palestine 
must come about by creating 
facts on die ground and that 
takes time." 

a 

Mr. Bakr, a veteran Palesti- 
nian analyst and commentator 
who retired from political life 
to return to his law office years 
ago, became engaged in a he- 
ated debate with a member of 
the audience who challenged 
him to “find a better start to 
liberate Palestine.” 

Mr. Bakr, along with the 

rest of the panel are against the 
accord and characterise its 
proponents as '‘submitting to 
fate” rather than '‘choosing 
their late.” 

The panel, most of which 
have had long first band con- 
tact with the PLO chairman, 
say tbe pact is self-defeating in 
die long run because it signed 
away too many of the Palesti- 
nian rights. 

“We did not need the 
mutual recognition now, we 
could have held off on that till 
we got more guarantees of our 


rights from the Israelis.” said 
Mr. Hourani who was an early 
supporter of the 1991 Madrid 
launched Arab-Israeli peace 
talks. 

Disillusioned, Mr. Hourani 
believes that Thursday’s audi- 
ence and most Palestinians 
have gone from being "shock- 
ed to confused to silent.” “The 
problem is that at the moment 
there is no dear programme of 
action for those opposed to the 
Arafat-Rabin accord.” he said. 

Many opponents to the 
mutual recognition between 
Israel and the PLO have 
argued that Israel has not de- 
fined its borders and thus Mr. 
Arafat did not exactly know 
what he was recognising. 

Abas Zaki is one of the main 
supporters of the intifada, and 
as a former PLO military man 
he believes that armed struggle 
will eventually exhaust the 
enemy. “The intifada will 
make the Israeli’s want to with- 
draw completely — if it can 
only continue.” 

“The intifada as we know it 
has ended,” said Ibrahim 
Bakr. 

Many in the audience won- 
dered if the Palestinians had 
become exhausted ,of armed 
struggle before tbe Israelis. 


ii-tech show features available 
ab, medical equipment in Jordan 


A By Katfarine Rath 

I Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Thirty interna- 
tional manufacturers were in- 
cited to exhibit the latest tech- 
nological developments, in 
laboratory and medical equip- 
ment. computers, as well as 
educational and teaching aids 
fo a three-day event that ended 
here Friday. 

; The “open your eyes to tbe 
future” science and computer 
Exhibition held at the Hotel 
Jordan Inter-Continental, in- 
cluded several renown firms, 
such as Hewlitt-Packani, Bard, 
$fitaclri, Howmedica (Pfizer) 
and Bird, were represented, 
r A large part of tbe exhibi- 

E on was devoted to medical 
ad laboratory equipment. 
{Showcased was a wide range of 

S icts spanning from ster- 
r apparatus and ortho- 
c equipment, -to .ventila.- 


Jordanian viator was the laser 
equipment which has been on 
loan to (the Jordanian Armed 
Forces) Royal Medical Ser- 
vices (RMS) from the Scien- 
tific and Medical Supplies 
Company (SMS) in Amman 
for a week and which recently 
was shown on television. 

The laser has a wide variety 
of clinical applications, but it 
was used by the RMS to treat 
patients suffering from benign 
prostatic hyperplasia (BPH) 
prostate (tumour), one of the 
exhibitors told the Jordan 
Times. 

It is a bloodless technique 
which, a cco rdin g to Bard Re- 
gional Sales Manager Simon 
Finnamore, has important 
advantages over normal surgic- 
al procedures. 

Mr. Finnamore explained 
itiiat one of the apte-effects of 
conventional prolate surgery - 


Treated with laser, tire patient rary was computerised about T«n • . « • • . r t f n t 

2 ^femier urges audit bureau s monitoring of public funds 


Majali says government is willing 
to amend press association law 


and blood. pressure mom-. is .that fhe.paneat .can come to 


Of special interest to the 


suffer from retrograde eVacnla- 
tion which leads to infertility. 


firming to father children, the 
said. _ 

A highly sophisticated right 
angle laser fibre which reflects 
the laser energy in 90- degrees 
is used. The treatment takes 30 
mintues as . opposed; to over 
one hour with normal surgery 
and does not require hospita- 
lisation, according to. Mr. Finn- 
amore. 

The laser will be made avail- 
able to the RMS for another 
three months. 

The exhibit’s computer display 
was do minate d by k Hewlett- 
Packard which showed a broad 
spectre of hardware and soft- 
ware products, mainly for the 
advanced or professional user. 

A featured software exam- 
ple was a programme called 
Misis ILS (Integrated Libaiy 
System), whicf\ is in Use at the 
Yannouk University Bbrary 
as well as in 15 other libraries 
in Jordan. Hie university Hb- 


SMS Service Manager Jamal 
Qaffaf. die ILS greatly im- 
proves die library service and 
makes it much easier and 
qutoker to use. 

A mechanical engineering 
computer was demonstrated by 
one of the exhibitors. It can be 
used to mechanical con- 
structions as well as to visualise 
and analyse their operation be- 
fore production. A machine 
like this is in operation at the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
and is used in die RSS’s Ener- 
gy Research Programme, 
according to Mr. Qaffaf. 

Also on display was a range 
of portable computers, busi- 
ness management applications, 
computer network technology, 
test and measurement equi- 
pent as well as a selection of 
electronic dictionaries, includ- 
ing one made for the blind. 

The exhibition was orga- 
nised by SMS to celebrate die 
firm’s 40th anniversary. 




HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Trade ministry to organise fairs 

AMMAN — A Royal Decree was issued Friday 
endorsing the revised Ministry of Industry and 
Trade regulation expanding die duties of the 
brimstiy of cover bolding industrial fairs. Com- 
menting on the regulation. Minister of Industry 
mid Trade Bassam Al Saket said the Ministry wifi 

exhibits and^fiJis inside and^outade the country. 
It will also look into requests made by other 
Countries to hold such exhibitions in Jordan and 
approve them after ensuring their observance of 
. he conditions set forth by the ministry. 

Princess Sarvath visits 
Bosnian families 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Sarvath Thursday visited the Bosnian fami- 
lies centre in Amman and was briefed on the 
services offered to them by the Jordanian govern- 
ment and people. The Princess called for provid- 
ing the Bosnians with educational services and 
stressed the need to overcome obstacles in 
enrolling Bosnian srudents at Jordanian universi- 
ties. She urged the Bosnian families to take up 
vocational tr aining which the centre is providing 
them so that they can learn a trade which would 
be useful in their homeland. The Princess distri- 
buted gifts to 100 Bosnian children. Tbe centre 
houses 400 Bosnians as guests of the Jordanian 
Hashemite Charity Organisation which provides 
for the their accommodation, food, medical 
Services and education. 

Iraqi art festival opens 

AMMAN (Petfa) — Assistant Secretary General 
of the Ministry of Culture Mahmoud AI Tal 
Friday opened the first Iraqi Art Festival at Alia 
Art Gallery. Tbe Festival includes plates of 120 
Iraqi artists. The week-long event aims to en- 
. trance art cooperation between Alia Art Gallery 
and tbe Iraqi artists. 

Free medical day opens 

JURF All DARAWISH (Petra) — Deputising 
for Her Royal Highness Princess Alia Bint ~A1 
Husse in, Ministry of Health Secretary General 
lAdnan Abbas Friday inaugurated the Free 
(Medical Activities Day organised by the Hasbe- 
(inite Medical Team of the Great Arab Revolt 


Club in Jurf AJ Darawish. MxgAbbas praised the 
role played by the medical tefipjj&nd stressed the 
need for focusing more on education rather than 
on medical treatment. He said that prevention is 
the correct and safest way to ensure a strong and 
healthy society. Taking part in the activities of 
the day were doctors from the ministry of health, 
the University of Jordan and tbe private sector. 

Jordan, Syria prepare for 
economic meeting 

Amman (Petra) — A ' Jordanian economic 
delegation, led my Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Secretary General Marwan- A wad Friday 
left for Damascus to prepare for the JofNEgher 
Jordanian- Syrian Economic Comxmtte^Beting, 
which will be. held at the mimsteriaNevel in 
Amman next month. The delegation includes 
representatives of the ministries oi Industry and 
Trade, Finance and Customs,. Transport, the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CRj) and tbe Joint 
Jordanian-Syrian Industrial Cpmpany. 

Physiotherapy group elects*|panel 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Jordan Physiotherapy 
Association Friday elected -.a ! 7-m^iber n <*v 
admi n is tr a ti v e committee-chaired by"Mubdi Al 
Haj. The association elected Saleh Uraibi as 
secretary and Zubeir Abbasi, Abdul 'Rahman 
Makhkraf, Mohammad Adwan, Shaker Abu 
Hatab and Hanadi Tuffaha as members. 

400 Dutch travel agents arrive 

5*, 1 

AMMAN (Petra) — Delegations of travel and 
t ou ris t agents from Holland arrived bere-Triday 
to take part in tbe 21st Annual Conference of 
Travel Agents which will be held at the Jordan 
International Hotel today (Saturday), according 
to Ministry of Tourism sources. Tbe sourpes said 
the conference wifl serve as an opportunity for 
400 travel and tour agents to look a! the advance 
standards of the tourism industry in Jordan. The 
conference wfll discuss means of promoting 
tourism to Jordan and Holland. Taking part in 
the co nfe re n ce are representatives of airtine and 
hotel companies, economists, and 'journalists 
from Holland and Europe, in addition to travel 
agents from Jordan. Tbe ministry, in cooperation 
with Royal Jordanian (RJ) and the private sector 
has prepared a programme of visits to archaeolo- 
gical sites and other tourist attractions in Jordan. 


Russian crisis 


S rays and railway trades” if 
demand was not. met 
i Russian federation is 
up of £8 territories, re- 
□uoucs, regions and -autpn- 
bmous areas. 

r The Congress adjourned the 
Emergency session after its 
eader survived a challenge to 
ris authority- 

| Vice-President . Alexander 


Rntskoi took the floor to de- 
fend Rnslan Khasbulatov after 
a senior deputy proposed re- 
placing him as chairman of the 
legislature. 

Mr. Rntskoi, sworn in by 
deputies as acting president 
after Mr. Yeltsin’s decree, ac- 
cused some deputies of: trying 
to “to flee in good time and to 
betray in good time." 

“It is a shame. Who is 
changing < horses in mid- 
stream? We will be laughing 
stock of the “whole world,” he 


said. ’ 

The proposal to remove Mr. 
Khasbulatov by Veniamin 
Sokolov, head of one of the 
two chambers of the standing 
parliament, was also conde- 
mned by the leader of the 
other chamber, Ramazan 
Abdnlatipov. 

It was not clear why Mr. 
Sokolov, s u pported by promin- 
ent hardliner .Sergei Baburin, 
was seeking Mr. Khasbolatov’s 
removal or if .the isme would 
resurface when the emergency 


GOING 

ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

& Art exhibition of old and 
new paintings from 
. private collections by 
Sarnia Zarn at tbe Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

-it The first International 
Festival of Fine Arts 
entitled “Colour and light 
in the Nabatean’s 
OvflBation” at the Jordan 
National GaUexy of Fine 
Arts. 

* Art exhibition of paintings 
on Petra by British artist 
Caroline Dobson at the 
British CoandL 

* Iraqi Art Festival at the 
Afia Art Gallery 

* Exhibition of paintings 
and photographic pictures 
of oM Baghdad by Nadim 
Muhstn at the French 
Caltnral Cadre. 

☆ Art exhibition by Egyptian 

. artist H. Bikar at the Bal- •' 
qa’ Art Gallery in Fuheis,. 

☆ Permanent exhibition of 58 
artists and “OmSt” Ex- 
hibition at Darat Al Fnnun 
of the Abdnl Hamid Sho- 
man Foundation in Jabal 
Lnweibdeh (10 a.m.-7 
pan.; Fridays 10 a-m. - 5 
pan.) TeL 643251-2 

☆ Exhibition of pamtmgi by 
Jordanian artist Bfshara 
Najjar at Eshbeha Art 
Gallery, Amra Shopping 
(Centre. 

SCIENTIFIC EX- 
HIBITION 

☆ Annual Scientific N^Eig 
Exhibition at the ^Ni- 
tion haO in the University 
of Jordan*^ Student 
Affairs Department. 

congress reconvenes on Satur- 
day at 10.00 a-m. (0600 GMT). 

Russia’s constitutional court 
meanwhile suggested a plan 
aimed at breaking the stale- 
mate between the Kremlin and 
the parliament $ with a com- 
promise based on early general 
elections. 

Grief Justiceu Valery Zor- 
kin told the parliament that the 
court would suspend its ruling 
that Mr. Yeltsin’s disolution 
of the legislature was unconsti- 
tutional provided both sides 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- -powers to tbe governors in the 
eminent is willing to introduce provinces, 
amendments to the Jordan Mr. Qudah presented the 
Press Association (JPA) Law view of tbe journalists to the 
to safeguard public interest, prime minister, adding that the 
according to Prime Minister JPA and tbe journalists were 
Abdul Sal am Al Majali. shouldering additional burdens 

Speaking at a meeting at the present stage. 

Thursday with JPA president He urged the government to 
Suleiman Al Qudah and asso- force the newspapers to abide 
ciation council members, the by the provisions of a 1983 
prime minister said Jordanian agreement calling on them to. 
journalists enjoy responsible pay the JPA one per cent of 
freedoms and are guided by their income from advertise- 
their conscience regarding the ment. 
accuracy of information and in The JPA has no such pay- 
serving tbe national interests. meats to date, Mr. Qudah said. 

Tie JPA has been deman- He also called on the .gov- 
ding the amendments to bring eminent to help the JPA in 
the law up to date.' setting up a journalists’ dub on 

Expressing pride in what be the outskirts of Amm an to 
called strong bridges between serve as an activities centre for 
the JPA and the government, tbe press. 

Dr.. Maiali. said the govern- Mr. Qudah also asked that 
; ment fiflfcly upholds tbe princi- the government increase its 
i pie of “the ride of law” and is annual finandal assistance to 
totally committed to the princi- the associations and the jour- 
ples of freedom and public natists’ bousing projects: 
service. In reply. Dr. Majali said be 

He said othe government understood the JPA problems 
plans also to apply decentra- and promised to study all the 
lisation through granting more related issues. 

Public drivers 
disappointed with 
association’s services 



Abdnl Salam Al Majali 
Premier visits Audit Bureau 

-Also Thursday, Dr. Majali 
visited. Audit Bureau and 
urged its officials to continue 
to monitor government spend- 
ing of public funds. 

The government is eager to 
modernise the financial sys- 
tem, said the prime minister, 
adding that the bureau should 


step up efforts towards ensur- 
ing 'the collection of funds due 
to the state. 

Likening the bureaus func- 
tion to that of Parliament in 
monitoring the application of 
laws and regulations. Dr. Ma- 
jali said that the bureau goes a 
step further by pinpointing the 
violations and altering the ex- 
ecutive and legislative bran- 
dies of government to them. 

He told the meeting, which 
was attended by the Bureau 
Grief Adel Qudah and heads 
of various bureau branches, 
that die creative and compe- 
tent employees should be 
rounded so that the bureau can 
raise its work and service stan- 
dards. 

The prime minister reviewed 
the government’s economic 
and political policies, explain- 
ing the government’s views re- 
garding the economic restruc- 
turing programme which has 
been agreed on with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and 
Jordan’s external debts. 

Mr. Qudah reviewed the 
main duties of the bureau. 




By Rana Hnssrini 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Complaints by 
public sector drivers are on the 
rise against the General Asso- 
ciation 'of Owners Public Cars 
(GAOPC), which was estab- 
lished to provide services to 
drivers. 

Tbe GAOPC was shut down 
bvjfbe government recently, 
bSRse of allegations of 
eihjrczzlement, but subse- 
quently reopened, according to 
an owner of a taxi company, 
who pr e ferred anonymity. 

Public drivers in Amman 
were unhappy with the govern- 
ment’s decision to allow tbe 
association to resume opera- 
tion, and they said they expect 
nothing new from the GAOPC 
concerning benefits and ser- 
vices to drivers. 

“We pay a yearly fee of JD 
8,. but we don’t get anything in 
return,” said a bitter taxi driv- 
er. 

Tbe driver, who preferred to 
remain anonymous, said there 
are several issues the union 
should take into consideration 
with regard to its members. 
“In any association in the 
world, there are several ser- 
vices a member expects to get; 
as for our association, it 
doesn't matter if it exists or 
not, because it does not pro- 
vide us with any services at 
all.” r- „ 

“I wish we could at leasts 
have some kind of health insur- 
ance or soda] security to so-, 
cure our families' future,” be . 
added. 

agreed to several conditions. 

The Scheme was unlikely, 
however, to be treated serious- 
ly by the Kremlin, which has 
repeatedly explained why Mr. 
Yeltsin opposes simultaneous 
presidential and legislative 
elections and has declared die 
current parliament “termin- 
ated.” 

Under the plan. Mr. Zorkin 
said the; Congress of People’s 
Deputies, the fullscale legisla- 
ture, should be scrapped im- 
mediately and general etec- 


President of the GAOPC 
Abdullah AI Kausi defended 
the association’s position. 

“There is a medical center in 
Wadi Al Nasser especially for 
public drivers, and they only 
pay a symbolic amount of 
money per visit,” said Mr. Al 
Kausi. “There are also public 
hospitals for more serious 
cases, where drivers get free 
medication.” 

But one taxi driver told tbe 
Jordan Times other basic 
serivees were' inadequate 
adding that be felt be was 
cheated by the association 
when be went to check his 
meter. “When I went to fix my 
meter, they (the GAOPC en- 
gineers)' said I needed a new 
meter. “I felt they could have 
fixed the problem, instead I 
paid JD 240 to purchase a new 
one (meter).” Furthermore the 
driver said, he had to wait for a 
month before tbe engineers 
finally installed the new meter. 

The union’s president saw 
the situatio n di fferently. 

He said be received an prider 
to cancell the old metre that 
some taxis still use, instead the 
GAOPC engineers try to fix. 
die old meter to save drivers 
money and tune. 

“We are supposed to force 
all taxi drivers to obtain a new 
meter, but we don’t; instead 
we prefer to fix the old ones to 
save drivers any inconveni- 
ences.” 

A service driver said the 
association does not care about 
drivers or their problems. He 
recalled that once he was in- 
volved in an accident, and 

tions held on Dec. 12. 

A series of laws and amend- 
ments to the current constitu- 
tion spelling out the process for 
holding the new elections 
should also be approved im- 
mediately,” Mr. Zorkin said. 







The number of taxis registered with the General Association of 
Owners of Public Cars total approximately 8,000 in the 
Kingdom (Photo by Aynsley Floyd) 


when he went to the GAOPC 
to seek help and assistance, he 
was advised to go to the Traffic 
Department and complain. 

“It is the association’s job to 
stand by me and help me; 
jlnstead, I had to go to the 
traffic department and defend 
myself on my own,” he said. 

But the GAOPC President 
Kausi said: “We in the associa- 
tion always stand with the driv- 
ers and support them when 


needed. But in some cases, it is 
the driver who has caused a 
major problem and we cannot 
help him,” Mr. Kausi main- 
tained. 

The public drivers contacted 
by the Jordan Times all had the 
same opinion of the GAOPC. 

The GAOPC is just a sym- 
bol and doesn’t serve a pur- 
pose they contended, li is 
there just to collect money and 
fix meters, they added. 


He also said that the various' 
“subjects” of the Russian fed- 
eration — republics, territories 
and regions — should act as 
guarantors of tbe peril as neith- 
er the legislative nor executive 
brandies could currently do so. 


CONDOLENCES 

The Editor and Staff of the Jordan Times 
express their sincere condolences to their 
friend and colieague Lamis Andoni on the 
death of her grandmother 

. Labibah Yaeoub Salem 

May God bless her soul 
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Comprehensive solution required 

AMMAN MUNICIPALITY deserves high 
marks for its expeditions work on tunnel across 
University Road to facilitate street crossing for 
university students. From the looks of things, 
the municipality will complete its work on the 
tunnel in a record time having finished already 
the first phase of the construction. Yet, we 
believe that such a piecemeal approach to 
pedestrian plight in Jordan, especially those 
faced by students and children, is not the right 
approach. The local government may have 
solved partially the problem for students 
attending the University of Jordan but this is 
very little as far as die rest of the student body 
in Amman and elsewhere in the country is 
concerned. 

The sight of children attempting to cross die 
main arteries of their communities at a great 
risk to their lives must have attracted also the 
attention of the concerned authorities. People 
dashing through the congested streets for work 
or studies or whatever need a comprehensive 
approach and resolution. 

Constructing underpasses or overpasses for a 
select of people is not the kind of remedy that 
Jordanians look for or are entitled to. From a 
strictly economic point of view, the price tag of 
the ongoing construction of a tunnel in the 
vicinity of the entrance of.: the University of 
Jordan is- estimate, to bea&Mit JD 120,000. 
Would it not have' been more cost-effective if 
traffic lights were -used to interrupt ttije flow of 
traffic on the main thoroughfares of th^ capital 
in order to allow street crossing? o 

Admittedly no price is high enough to* .pro- 
vide safe street crossing for pedestrians because 
the loss of life and body injuries have even a 
higher price tag. In relative terms, though, 
more frequent deployment to traffic lights 
buttressed by the presence of police would do 
the same job at a much lesser cost. Throughout 
Amman, for example, whether on Mecca street 
or Wasfi A1 Tal (Gardens) street, there are 
hardly enough traffic lights to facilitate avenue 
crossings with safety. In Shmeisania area, the 
fast developing commercial district is woefully 
lacking traffic lights to alleviate traffic condi- 
tions and above all to provide safe passages for 
padestrians. The same applies In Um Utheina 
district and elsewhere in the metropolis. From 
end to end, Gardens street, for example, has 
not even one single traffic light system. Only by 
providing traffic lights can the pedestrian crisis 
be resolved not just by digging expensive 
tunnels and causing inconvenience to the public 
in this process and others like it. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT Arabic daily bitterly criticised a decision by the U.N. 
Security Council to extend the present embargo on Iraq for 
occupying Kuwait in 1990, saying that the innocent children of 
Iraq are paying the price. The paper said that by maintaining 
the embargo, the world community is continuing to starve the 
Iraqi children and deprive them of medicine and other 
necessities for life. It is regrettable to seethe world community 
taking such a decision which would cause the death and the 
suffering of millions of innocent people under the pretext that 
tbe measure is being adopted in compliance, with the require- 
ments of the international legitimacy, added the daily. It said 
we also regret to see the Arab League Council discussing 
everything except the question of lifting the embargo imposed 
on Iraq for the past three years. The Arab states which are 
endorsing this embargo against Iraq are the same countries for 
which Iraq had fought and provided help at the time of its wars 
with Israel, said the paper. The Iraqis are persevering and are 
waiting patiently, but, said the paper, the future is for the 
Iraqis who, despite their suffering, are building for a brighter 
future. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour commended a government 
move to Boat tbe prices of food supplies in Jordan. Moham- 
mad Daoud said that the move was bound to open the door 
wide for competition among the local merchants, something, 
he said, that would result in a reduction of prices. Freeding 
trade in the country is bound to bring the prices down in view 
of the competition among merchants, to the benefit of the 
consumers, he said. For instance, he said, some types of 
imported powdered milk have gone down over the past few 
months due to competition among importers and without the 
interference of the Ministry of Supply in this matter. There- 
fore; he said, tbe ministry's course of action is bound to 
succeed. But, he added, the ministry should always be read)' to 
interfere and pot things right if matters tend to get out of 
control when merchants display their greed, he demanded. We 
want the Ministry of Supply to keep monitoring the situation 
and control any manipulations lest the limited-income groups 
suffer, hie added. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Opposition will be fierce, but not 
enough to derail self- rule 


IN THE countdown to the implementation of the ground- 
breaking Israel-PLO accord, one of the preoccupations of 
many in and outside the Middle East is how strong an 
opposition the so-called rejectionists could put up in their 
campaign to derail the agreement. 

One of the key elements here is the fact that the Sept. 13 
accord enjoys the overwhelming support of a majority of the 
world community, which is also putting together an assistance 
package to improve the living conditions of the Palestinians in 
the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip — the people whose 
life is most immediately affected by the agreement. 

The efficient and honest use of those funds is crucial to the 
success of the fwst phase of the Sept. 13 accord signed by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and Israel. 

To a large extern, improvement in the living conditions of 
the Palestinians under occupation will depend on how effi- 
I ciejjtly the funds are used. One cannot expect an overnight 
! boom in the Palestinian economy, but it is very important that 
the bureaucracy of the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) move fast to create facts on the ground to convince its 
constituency that an end is in sight to the suffering under 
I occupation. 

This may not be easy, given the grip Israel has on the 
occupied territories. But then, it is also in Israeli interests to 
extend honest cooperation to the Palestinians to ensure that 
the frustration over daily life under occupation — the recipe 
that prompts a working father of five to wield a knife against 
the occupier — is alleviated. 

I would even venture to say that a large segment of the 
support base of the Islamic fundamentalists in the poverty- 
stricken Gaza Strip could be dislodged and set on a main- 
stream course if rite living conditions are improved and job 
opportunities are available. 

There is little doubt that by and large, people rum to their 
faith for solace under conditions of severity. In the case of the 
Gaza Strip . the support that the Islamists enjoy is partly due to 
the economic hardship. 

The other, equally if not more important, factor is the fact 
that a majority of the Strip’s inhabitants are 1948 refugees — 
i meaning that they have little to gain from any accord falling 
short of clear stipulations as to their right to return to their 
homes (a non-starter since those homes are in what has come 
to be recognised as Israel proper) or to receive compensation 
(a starter if U.N. Resolution 194 is made operative). It is only 
natural that the 1948 refugees would turn to any group. 
Islamist or otherwise, which advocates tbe elimination ~of the 
state of Israel since, realisable or otherwise, such an objective 
is much more comforting to Them. 

Having said that, it does not mean that the people of the 
Gaza Strip, refugees or otherwise, are politically naive. If 
anything, the Palestinians in the occupied territories are some 
of the most politicised in the world. But it is the faith and those 
who preach their faith to them that are clouding their 
judgement of the feasibility or unfeasibility of what they seek 
to achieve. 

In any case, I am one of those who staunchly believe that 
improving the living conditions of the Palestinians in the 
occupied territories with immediate effect will take care of half 
the opposition to the peace accord if only because people 
would stand to lose something then as opposed to very little as 
things stand now. 

The other half stems from political Islam or Islamist politics 
and leftist orientations which are unable to see the writing on 
the wall (or read the writing the way they want to). 

In the cpntext of Islamist rejection of the accord, it is clear 
without externaTsupport, no group, including Hamas and 
"Islamic Jihad, will be able to press their case with any serious 
effect. 

By and large, Iran’s influence on Hamas has waned, Tehran, 
falling victim to its quest for complete domination of the 
group. Unlike Lebanon's Hizbollah. which, asks how high 
whenever Iran asks it to jump, Hamas has always retained its 
independent character and approach. 

In the last three years, Hamas has been steadily resisting 
Iranian attempts to implant Tehran’s puppets in the leadership 
of the group. The resistance has subequently led to the 
deplacement of the staunch pro-Iranian camp which once led 
Hamas. 

Furthermore, the shift in government from a hardline camp 
to a relatively moderate stream led by President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani in Tehran has dealt a severe blow to the designs of 
the radical camp. 

The Majlis (parliament) of Iran has refused to release $12 
million, earmarked for "support of Islamic movements" by its 
hardline predecessor. Newcomers to the house argued that 
they could not stay committed to a pledge made by those who 
occupied their seats earlier, particularly that the entire 
purpose of the exercise was not related to internal needs at a 
time when the Tehran regime needs every resource it could 


gather to pacify its own growingly impatient population. 

No doubt, Iranian rhetorics will continue and grow to 
alarming expressions against any Arab-Isracli peace agree- 
ment. The Iranian hardliners might even find fault with an 
accord that provides for an unequivocal return of all Arab 
territories to Arab sovereignty. But that will not mean much in 
practical terms in the occupied territories arid in terms of 
Hamas activities there. 

Furthermore, the aid that the oil-rich Gulf states has been 
extending to Hamas was always contingent on non- 
cooperation with Iran. Again, all signs are that the donors, 
prompted by the U.S. and Europe, have already shut off the 
taps of aid to hardline Islamic groups. 

Islamic Jihad, which emerged in the early 1980s as a group 
to reckon with in Gaza Strip, has largely been marginalised in 
the absence of an effective leadership and finances. Still, it 
could cany out an act or two detrimental to the peace process, 
and one has to be mentally prepared to accept that such events 
are inevitable, 

Other Palestinian Islamist groups, such as the Islamic Jihad 
* Movement in Palestine and Hizbollah-Palestine. fall more or 
less along the same lines as Islamic Jihad. However, their 
political viability has been bent out of shape simply because 
' their major ally, the Hizbollah of Lebanon, is also squirming 
under intense pressure from the Beirut government as well as 
Damascus (it was very telling Thursday when Dennis Ross, the 
Clinton administration’s coordinator for the Middle East, said 
in a satellite press conference that Washington was exercising 
its options to isolate the groups that oppose the Israel-PLO 
accord). 

That brings us to the leftist-oriented groups, the two main 
PLO factions that have a large support base in the occupied 
territories — the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) and the Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP). 

The PFLP, led by Dr. George Habash. used to have a strong 
say and influence in various Palestinian trade unions and 
labour movements since the early 1970s, while the DFLP had 
its main support base among Palestinian women's movements. 
But PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat’s strategy of withholding or 
selectively releasing binds to the groups since the mid-SOs 
made them unreliable umbrellas for dedicated followers who 
relied on them for financial assistance and allowed the 
mainstream Fateh to make inroads into the factions. 

Again, it was no coincidence that Bassam Abu Sharif, a 
' long-time Habash lieutenant, defected to Mr. Arafat and 
DFLP leader Nayef Hawatmeh found his group split in the 
middle by his one-time close ally Yasser Abed Rabbo. The 
cunning hands of Mr. Arafat were at work in both cases (to a 
large extent. Mr. Arafat appears also to have weakened his 
own Fateh group lest it might rear a strong head against his 
course of actions). 

In any event, the situation today in the occupied territories 
is that of a fragmented, financially weak and politically 
isolated opposition trying to fight an internationally-backed 
group armed with the financial clour to pacify the man of the 
Sheet. 

Eyebrows could be raised in scepticism if we rake a closer 
look at the internal PLO mainstream leadership. It would 
appear, judging from information gained from people who 
snould be in the know, that the opposition put up by Farouk 
Kaddoumi. head of the Political Department and a veteran 
who served as a de facto foreign minister of the Palestinians; 
and by Abdullah Hourani. an independent who served as head 
of tbe Cultural Department, was a carefully orchestrated 
scenario. 

Whether or not one believes it. it appears ihat Mr. 
Kaddoumi and Mr. Hourani accepted the "temporary" 
sacrifice of assuming the role of opposition to Mr. Arafat lest 
anything went wrong with the so-called "super Monday" 
signing of the agreement with Israel. 

After all, someone had to be waiting in the wings to pick up 
from Mr. Arafat if things did indeed go wrong, and who could 
be a better choice other than those who the PLO chairman 
could trust. 

The next few days and weeks will prove the accuracy or 
otherwise of the predictions of some that Mr. Kaddoumi ( who 
mysteriously is a member of a PLO panel charting post-super 
Monday strategy) and Mr. Hourani will "rehabilitate” them- 
selves into the mainstream PLO ranks. 

But in the meantime, the net picture that emerges from the 
Palestinian opposition on the ground is that of a more or less 
neutralised rejectionist camp. 

Of course, that should not be taken as a green light for Mr. 
Arafat to go ahead and do what he wants to do in the occupied 
territories. There will be opposition, and fierce opposition at 
that, but not of a level that could derail the PLO apple can and 
the peace wagon (in that order). 


U.S. will promote 
democracy, market 


economies 


By Russell Dybvik 

USJA 

WASHINGTON — With 
America's core concepts of 
democracy and market econo- 
mics more broadly accepted 
around the world than ever, 
U.S. "interests and ideals com- 
pel us not -only to be engaged, 
but to lead.” says Anthony 
Lake. President Clinton's 
national security affairs 
adviser. 

“It is a moment of unpara- 
lleled opportunity,” Lake de- 
clared in an address to the 
Johns Hopkins University 
School of Advanced Interna- 
tional Studies in Washington 
September 21. "We have the 
blessing of living in the world's 
most powerful and respected 
nation at a time when the 
world is embracing our ideals 
as never before.” 

Lake’s speech was designed 
to launch a national public 
debate on tbe need for Amer- 
ica's continued global engage- 
ment. It followed by one day a 
New York address by Secret- 
ary of State Christopher which 
focused on the Middle East. 
The president is to deliver his 
own major foreign policy 
address before the United Na- 
tions General Assembly on 
September 27. 

"For half a century, Amer- 
ica’s engagement in the world 
revolved around containment 
of a hostile Soviet Union. Our 
efforts helped block Soviet ex- 
pansionism, topple Communist 
repression, and secure a great 
victory for human freedom," 
Lake pointed out. 

“The successor to a doctine 
of containment must be a 
strategy of enlargement — en- 
largement of the world's free 
community of market demo- 
cracies,” he said. That strategy 
has four basic components*. 

— That the community of 
major market democracies, in- 
cluding the U.S.. should be 
strengthened. 

— New democracies and 
market economies should .be 
fostered and consolidated 
where possible, especially in 
stales of special significance 
and opportunity. 

— The core market demo- 
cracies must counrer the 
aggression and support the 
liberalisation of states hostile 
to democracy and markets. 

— The Free World’s huma- 
nitarian agenda must be pur- 
sued not only by providing aid. 
but also by working to help 
democracy and market econo- 
mics take root in regions of 
greatest humanitarian concern. 

“We have come into the new 
era with relatively few ways to 
convince a skeptical public that 
engagement abroad is a worth- 
while investment,” Lake 
observed. “That is why a 
national dialogue over our fun- 
damental purposes is so impor- 
tant." 

Faced with high deficits and 
pressing domestic needs, the 
administration must make a 
“convincing case” for U.S. en- 


gagement abroad orface dras- 
tic reductions in military, in- 
telligence, peacekeeping and 
foreign policy budgets, he . 

warned. __ i 

But engagement in not 
mniiirh T_ake said. In addition 


democracy and market econo- 
mics — America’s power, au- 
thority and example provide 
unparalleled opportunities to 
lead, be no ted. 

’ While there is no “credible 
near-term threat to America’s 
existence” in the wake of the 
Soviet Union's collapse, se- 
rious threats do remain, he 
said. These include terrorism, 
the proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction, ethnic con- 
flicts, and the degradation of 
the gibbal environment. > _ 

“Above all, we are r 
threatened by sluggish econo- 
mic growth," the national 
security adviser warned. This 
problem also affects allies in 
Europe, Canada and Japan. 
“That is why we are leading 
the effort to secure a successful 
GATT agreement by Decem- 
ber 15,” he said. Relations 
with Europe, Canada, and 
Japan are also affected by a 
military problem involving 
NATO, he said. 

“At the NATO Summit that 
the president has called for this 
January, we will seek to update 
NATO, so that there continues 
behind the enlargement of 
market democracies an essen- 
tial collective security,” be A 


said. r«* 

Hie effort to broaden global 
democracy and market econo- 
mies must target states that 
affect U.S. strategic interests, 
such as those with large econo- 
mies, critical locations, nuclear 
weapons, or the potential to 
generate refugee flows to the 
U.S. or to key friends and 
allies. Lake said. 

“We must be patient.” he 
cautioned. “We must be ready 
for uneven progress, and out- 
right reversals." If that hap- 
pens, the United States must 
be willing “to take immediate 
public positions” to help 
staunch those reversals, as it 
has in Haiti, Guatemala and 
Nigeria, he said. The strategy 
for promoting democracy most 
also be pragmatic and it must 
respect diversity. Lake empha- 
sised. 

Reactionary “backlash” j, 
states, such as Iran and Iraq. ■ 
may engage in violence and 
lawlessness that threatens the 
United States and other demo- 
cracies and “are more likely to 
sponsor terrorism and traffic in 
weapons of mass destruction 
and ballistic missile technolo- 
gy.” he said. 

“Out policy toward such 
states, so long as they act as 
they do, must seek to isolate 
them diplomatically, militarily, 
economically, and technologi- 
cally.” he emphasised. 

In the coming months, he 
said, the administration 1 will 
work with Congress to refocus 
U.S._ assistance programme. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 

Jordanian-Palestinian cooperation is vital at 
the crucial stage the region passes through 

Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


Jordanian newspapers last 
week continued its discussion 
regarding the repercussions 
of the PLO-Israeli deal, its 
impact on Jordan and the 
Palestinians and the future 
prospects of peace in the 
region. A host of domestic 
issues, including the prospect 
of .-postponing the Nov. 8 
elections, were also tackled. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat’s visit to Jordan was a 
success and the Jordanians 
and the Palestinians are now 
entering a new era of closer 
cooperation, said Sawt Al 
Shaab daily in a commentary. 

The paper welcomed the 
Palestinian-Jordanian agree- 
ment on future cooperation 
as a vital step in view of the 
crucial and sensitive stage 
through which the region is 
passing. It said that Mr. Ara- 
fat’s visit has removed a great 
deal of mystery that shrouded 
the situation and the mutual 
coordination. 

Bader Abdul Haq, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i, cast a 

gloomy look at the future of 
tbe Palestinians in light of the 
PLO-Israeli deal. He said 
ihat the attitude of the 
Israelis, their continued mas- 
sing of weapons and their 
arrogance give little hope for 
a bright future for the Palesti- 
nians. 

The writer criticised those 
who. he said, have fallen 


victim to the temptations and 
are deceived by promises of 
financial help and also those 
who have forgotten about the 
Palestinians’ struggle and 
have settled for promises of a 
gloomy future. 

If the PLO succeeds in 
returning 860.000 refugees 
and displaced p<x>ple to their 
homeland, it will have made 
a major gain in its life, said 
Taher Al Udwan, a columnist 
in Al Dustour. 

Indeed v the PLO-Israeli 
■deal provides for the repat- 
riation of the refugees who 
were forgotten for over 45 
years, said the writer. Those 
opposing the deal, he added, 
should realise that any step 
that would repatriate the re- 
fugees and ensure a state for 
them must be welcomed by 
the Arab Nation as more 
important than creating a 
strategic balance with the 
Zionist enemy. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i 
criticised the annexes to the 
PLO-Israeli deal which pro- 
vide for the Israelis to have a 
share in Palestinian water re- 
sources but not vice versa, 
and a clause about a com- 
pletely free trade zone be- 
tween Palestine and Israel 
but with no protection what- 
soever for the Palestinian 
products. 

He expressed fear that the 
Israelis would plan to set up 


factories in Palestine and 
market them in the Arab 
countries through Jordan. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i daily, said 
that the United States now 
plans to cancel U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242, in the 
wake of the PLO-Israeli deal. 

As it had cancelled a pre- 
vious U.N. General Assem- 
bly resolution, that equated 
Zionism with racism, the Un- 
ited States is now trying to 
cancel Resolution 242 despite 
the fact that none of its provi- 
sions has been implemented, 
said the writer. 

The PLO, in its drive to 
improve relations with 
Washington, could succumb 
to the American wishes and 
accept its decision and that of 
the Security Council, a move 
which would further enhance 
the Israeli stand in the re- 
gion, 

Sultan Al Hattab. col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i, referred to 
the Jordanian stand with re- 
gard to tbe PLO-Israeli agree- 
ment and echoed His Majesty 
the King’s warning that he 
would be the enemy of those 
who try to tamper with 
national unity. 

The writer said, that King 
Hussein has underlined the 
importance of maintaining 
and protecting the national 
unity and the need to provide 
the Palestinians with all 


forms of help at this stage. 

Since Jordan has handed 
over the leadership of the 
Palestinian people to the 
PLO, said the writer, it can 
only extend suppon for this 
leadership to help attain the 
Palestinian people's national 
aspirations. 

Referring to the 
Jordanian-Palestinian agen- 
da, signed on Sept. 14, Fahd 
Al Fanek. a writer in Al Ra’i, 
said Jordan has stressed that 
its negotiations with Israel 
aim at arriving at a just, 
durable and comprehensive 
peace. 

But for this peace to be 
achieved, Israel has to comp- 
ly with the provisions of the 
U.N. resolutions calling for 
the repatriation of the re- 
fugees and should respect 
Jordan's water rights. 

The writer said that Jordan 
should be careful as the nego- 
tiations with Israel would re- 
sult in benefits sought by the 
Kingdom in economic’ and 
political fields, and if Israel 
needs five years, as it says, to 
make sure of the good inten- 
tion of the Palestinians be- 
fore giving them more rights. 
Jordan is in need of five more 
years to trust the intentions 
and behaviour of Israel be- 
fore embarking on normal 
relations with the Jewish 
state. 

Salameh Ekour. an out- 


spoken critic of the PLO. said 
that despite its joint commit- 
tee with Jordan, tbe PLO 
went behind the Jordanian 
government and made a un- 
ilateral deal with Israel. 

The columnist, who writes 
for Sawt Al Shaab, said that 
Jordan respects the Palesti- 
nian right to take their own 
decisions, in accordance with 
Palestinian interests. But, he 
said, Jordan and the Jorda- 
nians also have al! the right to 
take whatever measure they 
see fit to ensure their own 
national rights. 

Taher Al Udwan urged the 
government to go ahead with 
plans to hold the national 
elections on schedule. The 
columnist, who writes for Al 
Dustour, said that only those 
who are enemies of democra- 
cy fear the elections. 

Delaying the elections 
means having to do without 
democracy for a long time, 
said Fahd Al Fanek. echoing 
Udwan’s views. The writer 
said that under the present 
economic situation, and in 
view of the fast-moving poli- 
tical developments, a Parlia- 
ment is a necessity for Jor- 
dan. He said that’ some of 
those calling for postponing 
the general elections claim 
that (his move is necessary 
because the residents of the 
refugee camps arc bound to 
return. He said that elections 


could be held again in case of 
such a development. 

Their views were coun- 
tered by George Haddad, a 
columnist in Al Dustour, who 
said that the latest PLO- 
Israeli deal, which, he said, is 
considered as a catastrophe 
for the Arab Nation, requires' 
from Jordan to take time to 
think of means to deal with 
the consequences and so 
should delay the elections. 

Several writers criticised 
the government ’s decision not 
to allow government em- 
ployees to write in tbe press. 
Omar A ban da. a columnist in 
Ai Ra'i, said that ihe 15th 
article of the Jordanian Con- 
stitution provides for free- 
dom of expression for each 
and every citizen, in writing 
and other means, provided 
he respects the Jordanian 
laws. 

The writer said that succes- 
sive governments have 
allowed employees to work 
after the official office hours. 

>yiother writer, Musa Sub- 
cibi. said that preventing 
people from expressing their 
free views in the press is an 
encroachment on their rights 
given them by the Constitu- 
tion. 

He said that under demo- 
cracy, such a move on- the-- 

pan „ of the S^'emment is 
totally surprising . 
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Djerejian outlines role of multilaterals in Mideast talks 


WASHINGTON — Following 
is the text of the Sept 22 


dor Edward Djerejian, assist 
taut secretary of state for Near 
. >J;; Eastern Affaris, to the 

, Wa shingt on Institute for Near 
:.•£ East Policy: 

Last week, we were witnes- 
to history. The signing at 
. T the White House of the Israeli- 
Palestinian joint declaration 
•’ L was one of those seminal 
w sr t y events which transform the in- 
• ; r> te m a ti onal landscape. Like all 
1 . major events, the signing will 

' C' have many consequences — 
^ intended and unintended. 

Today I would like to focus 

• ^ on one of the intended con- 
' - .. sequences of the Israeii- 

Palestinian breakthrough the 
. ;- v - synergism between the two 
. - ‘ tracks of the Madrid peace 
‘ process. Secretary Chris t- 
..f- : • opber, in announcing a confer- 
r -. encc to support Middle East 
■ 'r'y Peace, said we would be 
“building on the Madrid 
; ; J framework.” He was referring 
to the multilaterals — the 
“other” track of the peace 
process. 

^ In planning Madrid and its 
... aftermath, we pushed for two 
c, negotiating tracks to address 
the sets of problems which 
j ; exist in the Middle East. The 
■ first trade, the bilaterals, was, 

- and is, meant to resolve the 

core bilateral issues at the 
heart of the Arab-Israeli dis- 
pute namely: land, peace and 
J|wnrity. As you know, this 
; . l: . wack is broken down into sepa- 
rate bilateral negotiations be- 
tween Israel on tire one hand, 
\ : -w and, respectively, the Syrians, 
the Lebanese, and the Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians on the 
pother. Clearly, the bilaterals 
.... ^ have been the focal point of 
public attention and interest. 

^ The second track, the mnlti- 
V. laterals, was designed to 
address functional issues on a 
region-wide basis. It was de- 
signed to foster broader human 
contract between Israelis and 
Arabs. In short, it was de- 
‘ ~ signed to be an essential com- 
plement to the bilaterals — to 
tackle those regional problems 
that are themselves a source of 
tension and instability. Not 
surprisingly, foreign policy 
professionals and the general 
public did not pay a great deal 
of attention to the multilaler- 

- - ais. And participants in this 

process were not unhappy to- 
avoid the glare of publicity — 

• - ■ to keep the focus on the bi- 

laterals and to encourage the 
thoughtful exploration of re- 
gional concerns in a construct 
‘A t * ve atm osphere. 

-■ T Now, precisely because of 
• this first success in the bilater- 
als, the importance and the 
profile of the multilaterals will 
inevitably rise. The work that 
we have been doing on this 
-z track will, in some instances, 
be drawn into the bilateral 
track and, more significantly, 
the mechanism we established 

- j for running the multilaterals 
. will itself feature in our efforts 

to implement the Israeli- 
Palestinian Declaration of 
Principles. 

But I am getting ahead of 
myself. It might be useful for 
me first to discuss the origins of 
_ - this “other” track, describe the 
progress the multilateral work- 
— bmg groups have made to date, 

? and then link the work that has 
been done with the urgent 
multilateral effort to support 
the recent agreement between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

The origins of the mnlti- 
laterals 

In preparing the multilateral 
track for Madrid, we had a 


vision of tfcs fruits of peace in 
( terms of fo.wmic. human, so- 
cial, deveirpmental, environ- 

£ mental and security needs. We 
recognised that many function- 
al problems affected the entire 
region, from the Maghreb to 
the Gulf. In order to address 
these problems effectively, we 
needed as broad a regional 
participation as possible. With 
tins in mind, we extended in- 
vitations to all regional states, 
save those — like Libya and 
Iraq — whose policies had put 
them outside of the community 
of nations. 

We recognised, too, that in 
order to deal comprehensively 
with the problems of the Mid- 
dle East, we had to include 
extra-regional parties. We 
realised it would be essential to 
draw on the wealth of exper- 
tise, energy and good will 
available around the globe. We 
therefore invited the Euro- 
peans, Japan, Canada, China, 
and many others. In doing this, 
we understood that the U.S. 
could not afford to shoulder 
the entire promise and obliga- 
tion of peace — as it had done 
at Camp David. 

Accordingly, the parties at 
the Madrid Conference estab- 
lished the multilateral track 
and called for an organising 
meeting to be held in Moscow. 
In January 1992, thirty-six par- 
ties, including eleven Arab 
states and Israel, attended the 
meeting. Take note of the 
number of Arab participants 
' — eleven. The bilaterals estab- 
lished negotiations between 
Israel and four Arab partners. 
The multilaterals brought the 
Israels into contact, from the 
very start, with seven addition- 
al Arab countries. This demon- 
strates that the concept of the 
multilaterals — inter alia, to 
facilitate, normalise, Israeli- 
Arab contact — was sound. 

The historic impact of tins 
new departure came home to 
me while co-chairing with my 
Russian .colleague the first 
multilateral Steering Group 
meeting in Lisboa in May 
1992. Around the large oval 
table for the first time were 
Israeli delegates sitting next to 
the Egyptians, Saudis (repre- 
senting the GCC), Tunisians 
(representing the Maghreb), 
Jordanians and Palestinians. A 
new situation was emerging. 

The working groups 

- Let me turn to the operation 
of the working groups. The 
parties in Moscow agreed to 
establish five working groups 
on issues that are regional m 
same and vital to establishing 
and maintaining peace: Arms 
Control and Regional Security, 
Environment, Economic De- 
velopment, Refugees, and Wa- 
ter Resources. The Steering 
Group, co-chaired by the U.S. 
and Russia, was created to 
monitor the multilateral pro- 
cess. 

It is not surprising — in fact 
it was planned — that several 
of the groups, especially secur- 
ity, refugees, and water re- 
sources. would address matters 
that are also central to bilateral 
negotiations. We believed that 
the Multilateral working 
groups could do valuable spade 
work in preparation for even- 
tual bilateral agreements. We 
wanted to be ready to mobilise 
resources — both financial and 
technical — as soon as agree- 
ments were readied. Now we 
are reaping *he benefit of that 

■Arms Control and Regional 
Security 

The U.S. and Russia, the 
co-sponsors of the Madrid pro- 


Officials say no shift in stand 


(Continued from page 1) 

offsprings — have reached 
672,000. Dr. An am said that 
Jordan had also been home to 
1,080,000 Palestinian refugees 
who fled Palestine in the after- 
math of the 1948 Arab-Israeli 

war. , 

“Nothing has been decided 
(on the refugees). We are 
going to see what has been 
decided on the Palestinian 
Israeli-accord,” Dr. Majali was 
quoted by Reuters as saying. 

In an interview with 
London-based A1 Sharq A1 
Awsat newspaper. Dr.. Majali 
said the issue of refugees could 
be a source of fear for the 
future but stressed that “our 
agenda with Israel stipulates 
that it should be solved , in 
accordance with- international 
law by either (fulfilling) the 
right of return or through com-' 
pensation.” 

In the interview, excerpts of 
which were carried by the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, on 
Friday, Dr. Majali urged Arab 
countries to unite, their ranks 
to face the consequences of 
what be described as the new 
“peace era” in the Middle 
East. 

Dr. Majali said any dangers 
affecting any Arab. countries 
will have ..reverbera ti ons in the 


all Arab countries have the 
same higher interests. 

“When complications de- 
velop in the West Bank we 
here will be affected ... and if 
complications develop in Jor- 
dan we fear that our neigh- 
bours among our. Arab 
brethren will be affected,” Pet- 
ra quoted Dr. Majali as telling 
the newspaper. 

Dr. Majan said the absence 
of Arab solidarity will have 
negative consequences on the 
Arab World in what be called 
the “peace era” which is more 
critical than periods that follow 
times of war. 

In response to a question. 
Dr. Majali said the peace agen- 
da Jordan signed with Israel on 
Sept. 14 “is in principle based 
on the concept of no transfer 
and an Israeli recognition that 
it has eastern borders which 


cess, chair the Arms Control 
and Regional Security (ACRS) 
Working Group. The realities 
of this heavily armed region 
dictated the approach we took 
in this working group. Decades 
of war had produced great 
mutual distrust, and little ex- 
perience with arms control or 
even confidence building mea- 
sures in Middle East. Indeed, 
outside of a handful of coun- 
tries — most notably, Israel 
and Egypt — there were few 
officials or even scholars in the 
region familiar with these con- 
cepts. 

The result was an approach 
at the fust and even second 
working groups that sought to 
provide the ABCs of arms 
control. Equally important was 
providing an atmosphere in 
which professionals, responsi- 
ble for the security of then- 
respective countries, could 
establish a relationship and 
learn, little by little, to trust 
each other. From there, the 
group moved on to explore 
more specific arms control and 
confidence building measures 
that might be applied to the 
region. It has held workshops 
on verification, mari time mea- 
sures, information exchange 
and communications. (In feet 
the first peace process event 
held in the region was a work- 
shop in Egypt). Down the 
road, we can see ACRS look- 
ing to implement same confi- 
dence bunding measures on a 
region-wide basis, in the areas 
of co mmuni cations and mari- 
time search and rescue. 

Economic development 

The E.C. leads the Econo- 
mic Development Working 
Group, with the U.S. and 
Japan as co-organisers. Even 
before the recent break- 
through, the Economic De- 
velopment Group was focussed 
on the economic problems of 
Gaza and the West Bank as 
well as regional concerns. A 
World Bank study done for die 
Group, has become a valuable 
foundation for the economic 
work essentia] to support the 
peace process. 

While the details of an assist- 
ance programme need to be 
worked out, this study pro- 
vides a coherent and timely 
framework for rational 
decision-making. It suggests 
ways to set priorities, andindi- 
cates the magnitude of the task 
before us. Without it, we 
would be scrambling now to 
catch up to the dramatic events 
of last week. 

The Economic Working 
Group had not restricted itself 
to studies and hypothetical dis- 
cussions, however. Well before 
news of the Israeti-Palestmian 
accord broke, members of the 
Economic Development 
Working Group had begun 
projects to lay the groundwork 
for -Palestinian self- 
government. The U.S., for ex- 
ample, had taken the lead in 
training Palestinians to admi- 
nister a ova service, administer 
a tax. system, and make a sew- 
age system work. This is essen- 
tial work. These people will 
provide the mid-level expertise 
required by the institutions the 
Palestinians will develop. The 
institutions that will give subst- 
ance to the vision of peace 
offered by the Declaration of 
Principles. 

Environment 

Of the five groups, the En- 
vironment Working Group, 
led by the Japanese, with the 
U.S. and EC as co- 
organisers, ‘has the least poli- 
tical baggage. Early on, the 


are the borders under the Brit- 
ish mandate.” 

He said the Israel-PLO 
mutual recognition highlighted 
the existence of a Palestinian 
entity and the rights of the 
Palestinian people on their 
soil. 

Stating that the peace pro- 
cess should be accompanied by 
major economic projects that 
would improve the standards 
of taring for all peoples 6f the 
region. Dr. Majali said that 
real peace will not prevail un- 
less the economic disparities in 
the area are addressed. 

“(Annual) average per capi- 
ta income in Israel is $14,000' 
while the per capita income for 
JordamaiB and Palestinians is 
$1,200 annually ... With this 
situation as ft is now, we do not 
expect real peace in the area to 
prevail,” Petra quoted Dr. Ma- 
jali as saying. 


Israeli killed 


(Continued from page 1) 


regional participants identified 
environmental needs. A con- 
sensus emerged to address the 
very real problem of deserti- 
fication (the spread of the de- 
sert) that affects all the parties 
of the region. A number of the 
regional parties also urged this 
working group to focus on 
solid and liquid waste disposal,' 
urgently. — 

The mode of operation has 
been to bring experts — not 
politicians or diplomats, from 
the region together at work- 
shops, and set them to addres- 
sing tiie problems. What we 
found was that when we put 
these experts together they 
solved problems. Beyond the 
glare of the political klieg 
lights, we created an environ- 
ment where scientists spoke a 
common language. In this 
forum, Israelis, Palestinians 
and other Arabs started work- 
ing together on such critical 
environmental issues as hazar- 
dous waste disposal, oil spills. 

When these scientists went 
home, they told their political 
leadership that Arabs and 
Israelis can work together on 
problems of mutual concern. 
This “bottom-up” approach — 
the technicians telling the 
politicians that it is not only 
possible but necessary to work 
with old adversaries — has 
been replicated a number of 
times in the multilaterals. That 
was precisely what we had in 
mind in settling this process in 
motion. 

Refugees 

Canada has the Refugee 
Working Group. This has been 
a particularly contentious 
group, since it deals with some 
of the most emotionally- 
charged problems in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. Issues like 
family reunification. Indeed, 
we recognised from the begin- 
ning that on such sensitive 
questions, the parties would 
have to arrive at political 
agreements bilaterally. Now 
Israelis, Palestinians, and 
Jordanians have agreed to dq^ 
just that. Both the Israeli- 
Palestinian accord and the 
Israeli- Jordan agenda commit 
the parties to negotiate on 
these sensitive issues. 

We hope and expect the 
bilateral commitments will en- 
able this working group to 
move ahead more quickly. 
Even before the bilateral 
breakthrough, the refugee 
group had carved out some 
.aspects of the problem to work 
on; training and job creation, 
public health and child wel- 
fare, and social and economic 
infrastructure. 


Water resources 

As with the refugee prob- 
lem. the core issue of water 
resources — water rights — 
will be the subject of bilateral 
negotiations. The Israeli- 
Palestinian accord and the 
Israel-Jordan agenda call for 
negotiations on water rights. 

As a result, the U.S.-led 
Water Resources Working 
Group has focussed on a varie- 
ty of functional issues such as 
sector training needs, river 
basin management, and water 
data availability. Through 
workshops, field trips and 
feasibility studies, the group 
has laid the groundwork for 
important regional projects. 
With the breakthrough in tin: 
bilats, it might be possible to 
move forward on projects like 
desalination plants in the re- 
gion. 


Future steps 

I have quickly described the 
p rogre s s to date in the three 
rounds of multilateral working 
group meetings. Yet there is 
one more achievement that de- 
serves mention. We agreed in 
the last Steeling Group meet- 
ing in Moscow that two of the 
working groups in the fourth 
round, which is scheduled for 
October and November, will 
be hosted in the Arab World. 
The Refugee Working Group 
meets in Tunisia and the En- 
vironmental Working Group in 
Egypt. This means, of course, 
that Israelis will be meeting 
with eleven other Arab delega- 
tions — and others — in two 
Arab venues. Once again, the 
multilaterals are brushing aside 
long-standing barriers to re- 
gional normalisation. 

In conceiving the multilater- 
als, we hoped to create a web 
of functional interests vaulting 
political fault lines. We im- 
agined that, as countries pre- 
pared for the working groups, 
they would create institutions 
and interest groups that under- 
stood the need tor this process 
to succeed — and would work 
toward that end. And we were 
right Early on, it was evident 
that for most participants, the 
multilaterals were seen as a 
“win/win'’ situation. All could 
gain, and all have. 

While pleased with the bar- 
riers that have fallen in the 
mnltflaterals we would still like 
to broaden regional participa- 
tion. Syria and Lebanon have, 
to date, declined to join the 
multilateral process until there 
is concrete progress in the bi- 
lateral negotiations. We hope 
recent developments will move 
this process forward so that 
Syria and Lebanon will take 
part in this important effort. 
We are once again encouraging 
them to join the multilateral 
process. 

TTie breakthrough and the 

mnl Hbtpr ak 

The achievements that I 
have described pre-date the 
signing of the Israeli- 
Palestmian joint Declaration 
of Principles. But that break- 
through inevitably affects the 
work programme and the 
prominence of the multilater- 
als. 

At the signing ceremony on 
the White House lawn. Sept. 
13, President Clinton pledged 
that the U.S. would take the 
lead in marshalling the neces- 
sary resources to support the 
breakthrough. Secretary Chri- 
topher outlined our approach 
in his speech this week in New 
York. To fulfill tins pledge, the 
U.S. will convene a donors* 
conference in Washington ear- 
ly next month. The co nfe rence 
will be held within the 
framework of the multilateral 
Steering Group. The instru- 
ment that we put in place to 
advance the multilateral track 
now becomes the. vehicle for 
implementing the first break- 
through in bilateral negotia- 
tions. 

The use of the steering 
group is do accident. We had 
foreseen the economic needs 
that would need to be addres- 
sed as part of our efforts to 
make peace. At the Steering 
Group session in Moscow last 
July. I negotiated with Faisal 
Husseini, Israeli Deputy Fore- 
ign Minister Beilin and other 
members of the group lan- 
guage for the final statement of 
the session. The statement 
“ recognised the particular 
needs of the Palestinians as 
they moved towards interim 


Rabin wants talks 


and Israel are up to a mis- 
chievous plot to create con- 
frontations among you,” Mr. 
Rafsanjani said during Friday 
prayers. “Be careful not to fall 
into dus dangerous trap.” 

“If you one day pick up arms 


fell what the fete of this sacred 
jihad (holy war) against Israel 
will be,” be said. 

The Iranian president urged 
tiie Palestinians to “act wisely 
in this difficult period rersuft- 
ing from the ugly and pathetic 


(Continued from page 1) 

circulation paper Hadashot, 
Mr. Rabin said, ‘Tm ready to 
negotiate with all the parties 
but today my priority is to 
implement the accord with the 
Palestinians.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres in turn said his 
country was prepared to 
negotiate with Syria “on an 
equal footing only." 

“It’s impossible for the Sy- 
rians to dtaate conditions to us 
... if they want peace, the most 
elementary thing would be a 
meeting between the Syrian 
and Israeli foreign ministers,” 
he told the Labour Party’s 
Davar newspaper. 

The daily reported Friday 
that Egypt and the United 
States were trying to set up a 
meeting between Mr. Peres 
and Syrian Foreign Minister 
Faro ok A1 Sharaa in New York 
when both attend the U.N. 
General Assembly later this 
month. 

Talks mid in Tunis 

The .first Israeli delegation 
to Tunisia ended three days of 
talk? with Tunisian authorities 
on Thursday and an Israeli 
spokesman said they were 
satisfied with preparations for 


month. 

The five foreign ministry 
officials frrived in Tunis Mon- 
day as an advance party for the 
Israelis who will come to the 
conference, party of the multi- 
lateral track of the Middle East 
peace process. 

Mandela 

(Continued from page 1) 
sanction,” added Mr. Mande- 
la. 

"The oil embargo was estab- 
lished via a non-binding resolu- 
tion voted by the U.N. Gener- 
al Assembly in 1986. A U.N. 
intergovernmental group has 
been monitoring it since 1986. 

The Commonwealth, a 50- 
nation group of Britain and hs 
ex-colonies said it was ending 
the sanctions. 

“The Commonwealth al- 
ways made it clear that sanc- 
tions were not intended to pun- 
ish , but to persuade the leaders 
of South Africa to accept the 
need for genuine change,” 
Secretary General Chief Eme- 
ka Anyaoku said in a state- 
ment. 

Mr. Anyaoku, a Nigerian, 
added that the move “confirms 
the beginning of a new rela- . 
tionship between the Corn- 


self-government arrange- 
ments.” It also expressed the 
hope that “additional funds 
will be made available to the 
Pal estini ans to meet their cur- 
rent messing needs and re- 
sponsibilities.” Now that is 
coming to pass. 

Last night, invitations from 
S ecretar y Christopher and 
Secretary- Benson were trans- 
mitted for the conference to 
support Middle East peace. 
This conference will taka p facy 
Ocl 1 In the State Depart- 
ment. 

Secretary Christopher and 
Treasury Secretary Bentsen, 
along with their Russian coun- 
terparts, are inviting Israelis, 
the Palestinians, the Euro- 
peans, Japan, Saudi Arabia, 
Canada, the Nordic countries, 
and others to this event. The 
World Bank will participate 
and, within the Madrid 
framework, will play a leading 
role. The U.N. also has a key 
contribution to make. There is 
no intention to exclude any 
country or organisation which 
can make a genuine contribu- 
tion. Parties will be invited 
who plan to extend material 
assistance beyond any levels 
they currently provide. 

As Secretary Christopher 
said, “the purpose of this con- 
ference will be to mobilise re- 
sources needed to make the 
agr ee me n t work. The interna- 
tional comm un ity must move 
immediately to See that the 
agreement produces tangible 
im p rovements in the security 
and daily lives of Palestinians 
and Israelis.” 

In this effort, one of the first 
tasks w3I be to gauge the 
amount of assistance needed in 
Gaza and the West Bank. 
While there are several, 
varying estimates, perhaps the 
most comprehensive is the one 


prepared by the World Bank 
that I referred to earlier. 
According to that study, three 
billion additional dollars will 
be needed over the next ten 
years. 

In any case, all experts agree 
on the needs that must be 
addressed. We are looking to 
produce visible results im- 
mediately in terms of creating 
employment. We want to 
mobilise resources for the 
longer-term challenge of put- 
ting in place au adequate 
physical infrastructure that can 
ensure dean water, good trans- 
portation and the availability 
of electric power. We in tend 
to pursue projects that build 
roads, schools, hospitals and 
housing. We will provide tech- 
nical assistance aimed at estab- 
lishing democratic institutions, 
strengthening credit institu- 
tions and tax collection capabi- 
lities, and improving agricultu- 
ral methods. We expect to 
chaw on the resources of Un- 
ited Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), United 
Nations Development Prog- 
ramme, (UNDP), an other 
or gan isa tio ns that have experi- 
ence and ideas for particular 
projects m Gaza and the West 
Bank. Equally important, we 
will encourage and work with 
the American private sector to 
play an important role. 

” (Sven the positive respmase, 
we haw received to date from 
countries and organisations 
around the globe, we believe 
that these needs can be met. 
We are also prepared to contri- 
bute our fair share. Working 
with the Congress, we expect a 
two-year assistance package 
valued at 250 million dollars. 

Thus far, I have focussed on 
the intended actions of the 
U.S. and other donors. But it 
is important to keep in mind 


the role of the Israelis and the 
Palestinians in tills process. 
The Declaration of Principles 
enteis into force Oct. 13. At 
that time, the parties are to 
establish an Israeh-PaJestinian 
Economic Cooperation Com- 
mittee. This is absolutely 
essential. The Palestinians 
need to create structures to 
receive and to coordinate with 
the Israelis the receipt of, 
assistance, and to ensure that it 
is put to productive use. 

Looking ahead 

The overall effort that we 
are engaged in is an exercise in 
coalitiqn-building on a grand 
scale. We have been coalition 
builders before — most recent- 
ly in tiie Gulf war. But this 
coalition is something new. As 
Secretary Christopher said, 
this is a coalition for peace — 
to help establish and stabilise 
peace in one of the world's 
most important and volatile 
regions. The stakes in this new 
endeavor are every bit as high 
as in our previous efforts at 
coalition-building. The Israeli- 
Palestinian Declaration of 
Principles marked the first ma- 
jor step toward the vision of a 
just and durable Middle East 
peace glimpsed at Madrid. 
Economic and social develop- 
ment and growth are essential 
to consolidate the peace agree- 
ment. The role of this multi- 
lateral effort is nothing less 
than to secure that first step, 
and ensure that the structure 
and resources are in place to 
support further steps toward a 
comprehensive Arab-Israeli 
peace on all fronts. What a 
worthy venture this is. For the 
sake of peace in the Middle 
East, let us all work to make it 
a success — United States In- 
formation Agency. 


Iraqi artist’s works ■ 
a feast for the eye 


By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraqi photo- 
grapher, painter ana sculptor 
Nadim Muhsin exhibits his 
works at the French Cultural 
Centre. It is a display that 
appeals to more than one sense 
and allows the imagination to 
roam freely. 

With their brownish tint, 
like photos kept from one's 
grandparents’ time, Mr. 
Muhsin’s photographs are in 
tone with the old landscapes 
immortalised on film. 

Wooden bars support preca- 
rious roofs. Old men work 
huge metal sheets into trays or 
other kitchen utensils. 

Narrow streets, with by now, 
after seeing the works of so 
many Iraqi painters, familiar, 
hanging, latticed balconies 
overshadowing the pavement, 
are ending at doors of beauti- 
fully carved wood or plain met- 
al bars or by the decrepit walls 
of old houses showing the 
bricks under fallen plaster. 

It is ruin by neglect and time 
more than by natural or man- 
made disaster. It is the image 
of an old country with an old 
history exuding from every- 
where and pervading every- 


thing. 

The paintings, forming the 
bulk of the artist's works, are 
in most cases coloured rice 
paper with some collage ap- 
plied in the centre, adorning it 
with bits of tinfoil paper, 
threads of rope or coloured 
bits flood stripes of paper. 

Rarely does the whole paint- 
ing get to be ornamented all 
over. Sometimes squares over- 
lap to create depth and diffe- 
rent planes or they obliterate 
parts of the whole, adding to 
the mystery of guessing the 
meaning. 

Colours are sober and the 
frame of each painting — made 
up by paper supported by two 
glass sheets — wonderfully 
complements the work it sur- 
rounds.. 

Mostly black, white and 
grey, the paintings sometimes 
became ochre, faded burgun- 
dy, olive green or anil blue. 

Two bigger canvases are 
painted over with oil in thick, 
bold strokes that create beauti- 
ful geometric motifs similar 
perhaps to Greek columns 
capitals, in one, or mystic sym- 
bols left unfinished on the 
wide- weaved sac cloth coated 
with several superimposing 
layers of oil, in the other. 


And again unfinished is a 
square from which a quarter is 
missing. Maybe it is up to the 
viewer’s imagination to make 
up for the rest, to guess the 
ending and complete tile work 
.of the artist. 

The most impressive crea- 
tion Mr. Muhsin produced is 
that of ceramic sculptures. 

Having the colour of raw 
day, the hollow forms, skillful- 
ly and painstakingly shaped to 
complement each other and 
allow for infinite combina- 
tions, sensibly gather around a 
central figure — an all-moving 
cog or an unassuming triangle. 

The rest of the sculptures, 
mostly metal, are as abstract as 
the paintings and in most cases 
can be viewed from back and 
from equally. 

Overlapping or encircled in 
a metal ring, the metal strips 
are roughly joined together at 
angles by some paste which, 
with its amorphous ra&ss, con- 
tributes to the whole. 

And here again the obses- 
sion with enigmas is obvious in 
challenging mazes or geo met-, 
rical figures that combine and 
overlap. 

The exhibition runs until 
Sept. 30, 1993. 
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The United Nations Economic Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) 
has a requirement for additional office/workshop space totalling 
approximately 3000 square meters within a single building, preferably 
located in or near the Shmeisani area. The office space required is 
approximately 2,500 square meters while the workshop space is 500 
square meters. The workshop space should be on a ground floor or 
basement level with access for large printing equipment. Offers of 
office space alone will also be considered. 

Proposals should be submitted in sealed envelopes to: 

Procurement Unit (3rd floor) 

United Nations ESCWA 
Abdel Hamid Sharaf No. 28 
Shmeisani, Amman 

Proposals should be received at ESCWA no later than 7 October 
1993. 

Proposals should include the address of the structure, a description of 
the available space with floor plans, total square meters and price per 
square meter. Also, if any services are included in the lease price such 
as maintenance and/or cleaning services, a description of the services 
should be included. Proposals for larger areas of space (up to 10,000 
square meters) will also be considered. 
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Lebanon 



BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
government approved Thurs- 
day a 4,194 billion Lebanese 
liras ($2.4 billion) budget for 
1994 — a rise of nearly 10 per 
cent over ,the current year. 

Fuad Siniora, the minister of 
state for finance, forecast a 42 
per cent deficit. 

The cabinet set “ordinary" 
expenditure including ministe- 
rial allocations at 3,800 billion 
liras (52.2 billion) and sup- 
plementary expenditures at 
394 billion liras ($228 million). 

The supplementary alloca- 
tions cover telecommunica- 
tions. the national lottery and 
the office of grains and sugar 
beet and are expected to be 
matched or exceeded by the 
revenues of the three institu- 
tions. 

The budget, which needs 
parliamentary approval, was 
9.9 per cent higher than the 

1993 figure of 3.816 billion liras 
(52.2 billion). The 1993 budget 
was issued by the cabinet only 
last month and must also be 
approved by parliament. 

Mr. Siniora's forecast of a 42 
per cent deficit for 1994 indi- 
cated that expected revenue 
would be around 2,200 billion 
liras ($1.27 billion). Revenue 
for 1993 was estimated at 1,701 
billion pounds ($9S6 million). 

Defence again took the big- 
gest share at 534 billion liras 
($309 million) or 24 per cent of 
allocation^ for ministries, a loc- 
al newspaper said. It gave 1993 
defence spending at 476 billion 
liras (5276 million). 

Mr. Siniora said one-third of 
expenditure would go towards 
boosting investment and eco- 
nomic development and 
another third to payments on 
the internal and external debts, 
which stand at 3.2 billion and 1 
billion respectively. 

He said grants and soft loans 
from Arab countries and other 
foreign sources could raise 

1994 expenditures by 1,000 bil- 
lion liras (S5S0 million). 

France awarded Lebanon 
two soft loans Thursday totall- 
ing 524 million and a 55 million 
grant towards rebuilding the 
country’s wrecked water and 
electricity grids. 

The deal was signed in 
Beirut by a French official and 
head of the semi-official coun- 
cil for Development and Re- 
construction. 


PLO wary of economic cooperation with Israel 


TUNIS (R) — The PLO is 
suspicious of Israel's economic 
plans for the West Bank and 
Gaza and will encourage eco- 
nomic ties with the Arab 
hinterland as a counterweight, 
a PLO leader said in an inter- 
view. . 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, a 
member of the PLO Executive 
Committee, told the Tunisian 
newspaper A1 Ra'y A1 Amm 


that Israel wanted the territor- 
ies to remain part of ns econo- 
mic sphere of influence and to 
become a bridge to penetrate 
the Arab World. 

In their agreement on self- 
rule for the territories, Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) also 
agreed to set up a committee to 
discuss cooperation in trade, 
finance. Industry, transport. 


communications, energy and 
electricity. 

But Mr. Abed Rabbo said:- 
“Israel's aim is to make 
(Palestinian) independence su- 
perficial and to transform the 
Palestinian entity into an entity 
in orbit around Israel, cut off 
from’-' its surroundings. Its 
only links with the Arabs and 
the rest of the world would be 
those which suit Israel’s politic- 


al purposes and strategic in- 
terests, especially extending 
the network of Israel's rela- 
tions into the region.” 

Already, he said, Israel was 
trying to dictate the form of 
economic development in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip by 
offering to act as a channel for 
international aid. 

"We want to form the 
strongest posable links with 


Jordan and with our Arab sur- 
roundings since the Palestinian 
entity should breathe only 
through Arab lungs,** he 
added. 


Palestinian businessmen had 
agreed to take part in an eco- 
nomic conference in an Arab 
capital on using the Palesti- 
nians’ own resources in. recon- 
struction. be said. 


Egypt considers gas pipeline to Gaza or Israel 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt is con- 
sidering building a gas pipeline 
to the Gaza Strip or Israel to 
export an expected future sur- 
plus of natural gas, a senior 
Egyptian official said Thurs- 
day. 

The idea is an' example of 
the economic opportunities 
opening up since Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) signed a peace 
agreement 12 days ago giving 


Palestinians self-rule in Gaza 
and the West Bank. 

Mohammad Al Tawila, vice- 
president for gas at 'the state- 
owned Egyptian General Pet- 
roleum Corporation (EG PC), 
told Reuters that a pipeline to 
Gaza and possibly Israel was 
more likely to make commer- 
cial sense, given the amount of 
gas Egypt would be able to 
export, than at pipeline across 
the Mediterranean Sea to 


Europe. 

“It’s only 300 kilometres to 
build a pipeline (to Gaza). We 
need smaller quantities than 
(we would do) to put a line 
under the Mediterranean," he 
said. “If we have a surplus of 
200 to 300 million sources say a 
pipeline to Gaza, where a new 
power station is one of many 
infrastructure projects 'plan- 
ned under Palestinian self-rule, 
could cost between $200 to 


5300 million. 

Egypt has been converting 
power generating stations from 
oil to gas to free crude oil for 
export, and it currently uses all 
the gas it produces. But gas 
production is increasing by ab- 
out 15 per cent a year and a 
surplus is projected from 1997. 


neau to Europe and a network 
of liquefied natural gas plants 
to make gas transportable by 
ship. 


Until now, the two main 
options considered have been a 
pipeline under the Mediterra- 


But the PLO-Israel deal 
raises the prospects of an open 
border between Egypt and 
Gaza for the first tune since 
Israel captured the territory in 
1967 and greater economic 
cooperation between Egypt 
and Israel. 


IMF chief warns 
of ‘devastating’ 
economic trends 


WASHINGTON (R) — IMF 
Managing Director Michel 
Camdessus warned Thursday 
of the risk of “devastating 
trends" hitting the world eco- 
nomy and appealed for a glob- 
al growth strategy to combat 
them. 

Setting the stage for a series 
of international financial meet- 
ings that start Saturday, Mr. 
Camdessus painted a bleak pic- 
ture of a world economy beset 
by high and rising unemploy- 
ment, anaemic growth and 
mounting protectionism. 

“There are important prob- 
lems,” the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) chief 
told reporters. “Indeed, sever- 
al of them could become de- 
vastating trends if they are not 
reversed." 

He said the answer was a 
global growth strategy- that 
puts trade liberalisation at the 
top of the agenda and which 
includes interest rate cuts and 
reduoed budget deficits in the 
industrial world. 

The IMF had forecast in- 
dustrial countries will experi- 
ence only meagre growth erf 1. 1 
per cent this year and 2.2 per 
cent next year. 

Economic policy-makers 
from more than 1.75 nations are 
gathering in Washington for an 
IMF/Worid Bank annual meet- 
ing that is expected to be 
dominated by two problems 


that refuse to go away — a 
sagging world economy and a 
Russia beset by political and 
economic turmoil. 

Mr. Camdessus said he saw 
no reason to be pessimistic 
about the outlook for Russia 
despite the political upheaval 
there. 

But he made dear the IMF 
would not be lending Moscow 
any more money until the 
country puts its economic re- 
forms back on track. 

IMF strategy calls for Russia 
to put its economic house in 
.order by damping down on’ 
credit growth, slashing its huge 
government budget deficit and 
opening up its economy. 

Mr. Camdessus said the Un- 
ited States and other rich states 
may want to accelerate their 
help for Russia to aid Mr. 
Yeltsin but he stressed IMF 
loans would be tied to Mos- 
cow’s progress in reforming its 
economy. 

The IMF chief appealed to 
the industrial nations to come 
up with a global growth 
strategy to put the world eco- 
nomy back on track after four 
years of sub-par growth. 

At the top of that, strategy 
should be an early conclusion 
of the Uruguay Round of inter- > 
national trade -talks. Those 
talks, aimed at liberalising 
trade worldwide, had dragged 
on for seven years. 


Low oil prices cost OPEC $6b 


GENEVA (AFP) — Tbe^drcg 


of oil prices has cost 
states about $6 billion since 
March, Libyan Energy Minis- 
ter Abdalla Salem El Badri 
said here Friday. 

Mr. El Badri said after a 
meeting of the Organisation's 
compliance committee that the 
output of 12 OPEC members 
since March was 200 million 
barrels above the target. 


“We calculated we lost ab- 
out $6 billions since March,” 
Mr. El Badri said after the 
meeting ahead of ministerial 
talks that open here Saturday. 

OPEC officials said the loss 
was calculated on the basis of 
the differences in revenue be- 
tween OPEC’s informal target 
price of 518 a barrel and its 
actual price, now about $15. 

Mr. El Badri also confirmed 


that August output by the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) 
totalled about 24.7 million bar- 
rels a day. 

“It is not very far from die 
secondary sources,” the Li- 
byan minister said. 

The ministers were to begin 
formal talks Saturday on the 
output of crude oil for the 
fourth quarter. 


Algeria 

adopts 

liberal 

investment 

law 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has 
adopted a liberal investment 
law offering capital transfer 
guarantees and other incen- 
tives to foreigners, the official 
news agency APS said Thurs- 
day. 

The law, adopted by a 
cabinet meeting chaired by 
head of state Ali Kafi Wednes- 
day, enshrines “freedom of in- 
vestment as an absolute princi- 
ple,” APS said. 

“It suppresses the distinction 
between pufcilic and private in- 
vestments, and between 
national and foreign invest- 
ments,” die agency added. 

To cut through bureaucratic 
red tape, all formalities for 
investment projects will be 
processed by a one-stop 
bureau. A Special Investment 
Promotion Agency called the 
APSI mil also be set up. 

The government’s bid to 
attract foreign investment is 
dearly aimed at boosting an 
economy suffering from a wave 
of violence blamed on Muslim 
_fu n d ante n t alis ts . 

APS reported that the state 
will in future intervene in the 
investment field only through 
the APSI “for the attribution 
of incentives in the form of 
fiscal advantages and other en- 
couragements.” 

Officials in charge of the 
economy have said numerous 
foreign groups considered the 
absence of an investment code 
the main obstacle to the influx 
of foreign capital. 

The new text appears more 
liberal than the investment law 
prepared by the previous gov- 
ernment of prime minister 
Abdul Salam Belaid which did 
not exclude the "risk of 
nationalisation.” 




Yemen starts official 
Masila crude exports 


ADEN (R) — Yemen formally 
inaugurated off exports from a 
major new producing region 
Thursday, raising the impove- 
rished country’s oil production 
by two-thirds to around 
300,000 barrels per day (b/d). 

Yemen, which started pro- 
ducing off in 1987 from the 
Marib region, now increases its 
total output by 120,000 b/d 
from 10 wells in the new pro- 
ducing region in Masila. 

Canada’s Occidental Pet- 
roleum Ltd. operates the Masi- 
la block, a 36,000 square 
kilometres concession cm the 


Gulf of Aden coast. Most of 
Yemen’s off production, fluc- 
tuating between 170,000 and 
200,000 b/d, had come from 
fields in the eastern Marib re- 
gion. 

Some 2.2S million barrels 
have been exported from Masi- 
la since Joty 1 when initial 
production started. Traders 
say Masffa’s relatively low 0.62 
per cent sulphur content makes 
it purer than crude from neigh- 
bouring Oman. 


They say it serves as a cheap 
substitute for Omani crude. 


India relaxes spending 
squeeze ahead of polls 


BOMBAY (R) — India has 
relaxed a government spending 
squeeze before crucial elec- 
tions in November and Decem- 
ber but will rein in the fiscal 
deficit again after the polls. 
Finance Minister Manmohan 
Singh has said. 

“This is not an Indian phe- 
nomenon but it is a worldwide 
phenomenon,” Mr. Singh said 
in an interview with the Sun- 
day Times of India. “I think 
before politicians can become 
statesmen they would like to 
be elected.” 

The central bank warned 
this month of a sharp slippage 
in meeting the fiscal deficit 
target, and cautioned that a 
revival of inflation could 
jeopardise the economic re- 
form programme. 

But Mr. Singh said the spurt 
in government spending before 
the elections would not be in- 
flationary. 

He was quoted as saying he 
was confident of keeping the 
fiscal deficit to around 5.7 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
(GDP), around the same level 
as last year. 

“I would have liked the year 
to end with a fiscal deficit of 
4.7 per cent of GDP, but even 


if I now slip by one percentage 
point it is not a disaster. I don’t 
think it will destroy price sta- 
bility,'' be said. 

“At present the imbalances 
are manageable and correcting 
the imbalance by depressing 
the economy would be coun- 
ter-productive Mr. Singh said. 
He said there was considerable 
slack in the economy, particu- 
larly in critical sectors like iron 
and steel and cement. 

India has postponed negotia- 
tions with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) on a 
new loan package of S7-S9 
billion for the coming three 
years until it has the fiscal 
defidt closer to IMF targets. 

Under a previous loan 
agreement, the IMF had 
wanted to see a fiscal defidt of 
not more than 4.7 per cent of 
GDP this year. But Mr. Singh 
said it was important to take 
into account political realities. 

Prime Minister P. V. Narasi- 
mha Rao’s Congress govern- 
ment faces elections m four 
northern states in November 
and December when it will be 
trying to fend off a strong 
challenge from the Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


GLAGBE&Bd 



J 


“We’re going out tonight and we 
haven’t had a fight yet. If s bad luck 
to go out without fighting first.” 


THAT SCUMBLED WORD GAME 
13 by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


LULBY 


■■ 

■ 

□ 

mm\ 


CARPH 



mmm 

■ 

u 


LUFNIX 


mmwm 

_ 

_ 



i 3ASHUM 


mom 




WHAT THE 
INEBRIATED 
INSECT WAS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hero: A 


annu 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles: TOXIC COUPE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
BONNET FORAGE • 


Answer: Another name far a check forger — 
A NO-ACCOUNT 


Peanuts 


UMY DO 
. . YOU HAVE 
]\ou) Jiaut\ A PEN 


’Nl 


PAL? 


TO LEARN ABOUT OTHER 
CULTURES... HE TELLS ME 
ABOUT HIMSELF; AND I 
TELL HIM ABOUT ME,. 

r^f 



WHY WOULD 
| ANYONE WANT] 
TO HEAR 
ABOUT YOU? 


Joins, dtxyb, J 
JkJkn. $‘m uridine. 


Andy Capp 



Wlutt*n’Jeff 




GPA slashes order book 
to cement rescue deal 


DUBLIN (R> — Debt- 
crippled GPA Group PLC. the 
world's biggest aircraft-leasing 
company, sealed a rescue 
package with U.S. industrial 
giant General Electric Thurs- 
day requiring a massive S7.7 
billion cat in its order book. 

The struggling Shannon- 
based company, outlining the 
final shape of a package that 
look months to cement but 
averted almost certain col- 
, lapse, said it was cutting its 
new aircraft orders by more 
than three quarters to 57 
planes from 242. 

“ft was like a Rubik’s cube. 
Nothing was agreed until ev- 
erything was agreed,” GPA’s 
Deputy Chairman Maurice 
Foley told Reuters, referring 
to the complex web of negotia-, 

tiODS. 

The order-book agreement 
would cut GPA's aircraft bill ro 
$3.6 billion from 511.3 billion, 
with aircraft manufacturers 
Boeing and Airbus Industrie 
taking the biggest knock. 

A simultaneous announce- 
ment of a big profits dive 


underlined the cash problems ^ 
that pushed GPA into a pre- 
bminary arrangement in fey - 
in which the U.S. giam agreed 
to buy aircraft from GPA and 
acquire the right to a control!* 
ing stake in the company. 

The deal is the product of * 
more than a year of highly > 
complex negotiations with 
banks, bondholders and corpo- 
rate shareholders as well 

aircraft manufacturers. ■“ 

The rescue plan, which will 
cost up to 5737 million to V 
implement, would go to share- • 
holders for final approval at a 
special meeting on Oct. IX, - 
GPA said. 


GPA has agreed with 
Boeing to cancel at least 40 
new aircraft orders and has 
options to drop another 44. It 
also said it was set to cancel a 
large number of its orders with 
the European civil aircraft 
giant Airbus Industrie, keep- 
ing options open to cancel all 
but six of the 91 aircraft origi- 
nally due for delivery between 
1993 and the year 2000. « 


Taiwan’s investment climate 
ranked world’s second best 


TAIPEI (Agencies) — 
Taiwan’s investment climate 
has been rated the world’s 
second best by the U.S.-based 
Business Environment Risk In- 
formation (BERp consultan- 
cy, despite declining foreign 
investment on the island, eco- 
nomic officials have said. 

BERI, a risk assessment and 
consulting firm, said in its July 
report that Taiwan followed 
only Switzerland in terms of 
profit potential for the second 
quarter of this year and next 
year, the officials said. 

But the island’s foreign- 
currency payment capability 


dropped from the first quarter 
to the third rating, trailing that 1 
of Japan and Switzerland, they ■ 
added. 

The firm also rated the is* - 
land, Singapore and Japan the l 
second best places for invest- 
ment in the next five years. - 
they said. 

BERTs optimistic forecast 
comes despite investment in • 
the island from abroad falling ; 
28 per cent in the first seven. - 
months of 1993 to $550 million 
amid prohibitive real estate 
prices, fears of environmental 
protection sentiment and the 4 * 
lack of infrastructure here. 




FORECAST FOR SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 25, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righier Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
State what you want the most in 
direct terms today and far aH 
concerned know that you have 
reasons and motives of the high- 
est calibre and show that you are 
on the beam for putting your 
plans into execution. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Look at your home from an 
angle of perfecting conditions 
there id every possible mariner 
after which you will be able to 
have much happiness quietly. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A fine Saturday morning to get 
into whatever correspondence 
requires your attention and in 
the evening enjoy the would of 
outside activity. 

GEMINI; (May 21 to June 21) 
Consider what is necessary for 
you to do in adding to your 
income or holdings and you 
make progress during the early 
day, then bring your talents to 
the attention of a bigwig. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Go after those personal 
detires which have been difficult 
to obtain early in the day. then 
you will be able to join dose 
■comrades at fan games. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
morning to get into whatever 
private interests that are vital to 
your well being after which you 
can have a happy time at home 
with your family. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Go after those things you 


want that are difficult to obtain 
during the busy week early while 
later you can handle all kinds of 
outside interests. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Consider (he various 
public matters awaiting your 
attention and do them early in 
the day after which you can fix 
your surroundings as you wish. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Make appoint- 
ments early to do those dungs 
you wish to do to please yourself 
early and then carry through in 
doing them in the afternoon. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Get into va- 
rious interests of yourself and 
mate and then finish them right 
away so later you can enjoy 
members of vour household. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Consider well what 
partners expect from you and 
please them by doing what they 
wish while later and you able to 
be off to sec a humorous com- 
rade. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You have interest- 
ing work you can conclude in the 
early part of the day after ajhich 
an influential man/woman will 
did you with an outside oppor- 
tunity. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is the moment for you to 
have a gpod time with those you 
like early in the day after which 
seek new outlets whereby you 
can add to your success. 


•» t 

Jrrr*: 

i 


y • 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Stanley B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 Flavor 
5 Blacksmith 

I0 Homo's kin 

14 Orchestra 
member 

15 Ug h twet fl l u 
velvet 

16 Unemployed 

17 Horace or 
Thomas 

16 Hippodrome 

19 Fatwfist 

50 Band or wool 
beginning 

22 Author BeBow 

23 Fasting period 

24 Conservative TV 
personalty 

27 Dark Comment 

30 NeJtftfjor otter. 

51 Guruflngar's 
move 

35 Poe or Degas 

38 Sturm — Drang 

40 One who 


42 Onassis 

43 Proficient 

46 Drivers ban© 

46 Expression of 
discovery 

51 Stand in 

52 Cafna/Fbnda 
6m 

58 Gobi Desert site 
56 Gin fizz flavoring 
60 Better 

mannered 

64 John of "A 
Foreign Affair 

65 Celebrity 
67 Certain 



69 Judge e case 
Again 

70 Footnote abbr. 

71 Writer 
transportation 

72 Law cards 

73 Inquire* 


□OWN 

1 Male turkeys 

2 Band as — 

3 Nary* one 

4 Non-Specific 


5 Luxurious resort 

6 Severe 

7 Ryan or Tetum 
6 lassitude 

9 Pittances 

10 Borgnlne's rat 
Hm 

11 Goodbye, an* 

12 Jargon 

13 Austrian dty 
21 Fortune 

25 Marquis of note 

26 Tournament 
draw 

27 — regia 

28 Reserve 

29 Carnival draw 

32 In — 

33 Mountain 

34 Tiny 
38 Attire 

37 Inland sea 

38 Ready tor 

44 Strutted 

45 awed word 


Yeatonfay’s Puzzle Solved: 


R-RR nrrnn 

rannnnn 
fiorfi nnnrj 
onnnnra rnnna nnn 

nnnre nnon nnnnn 

GGIESRn 

RHRRSH annnnnnn 

nRRn°HR£ mRnnnn ^ 

HRRR rannn 

nnnn nnonn nnnn 


4TDtep«Bd 
48 Lfoyen neighbor 
50 Contend 

52 Compete to go 

53 Normal 

54 Washer cycle 

55 Warder 's worry 

58 Wck at movies 


S7 Sweetheart 
Si Wrijtey 
denizens 
G2 Estrada of TV 
83 Baseball 
team 

66 Cobb and 
Hard* 


fa 
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HUM i turn 



' tcrmn TO to nn iuw/bo - nnwrmn 


amrm-m wum 



"" 

IX 

^ nfrili ""'-m 

TO 



nw run kick 


hioi.nf m.bn in.m uo.nao 
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* H.I1* n.«M J1.M0 M.OM 

U.IM • 4.IM 4.300 1,'lM 

1»,H1 1 Jm I.ON z.oSo 

707,440 4.1M 4-L50 4.030 

201,001 J.7N t.TH S.tfB 

(01,331 3.000 7.000 3.0M 


23,104 IJH A.4D0 

20,311 0.130 4.1(0 

741*390 3.900 x.MO 

4,901 4. IN 4.IH 

491,407 ■ 2.040 1.(40 


■ |l») X-990 1,330. 3.341 

1,0» 1.394 9,409 2.400 


19 r M3 

*.*70 

1*778 

3.560 

n,4i» 

«. set 

1,137,30 

2.5X0 


mm HuimwnaL iwntnonK 


■MO 1.140 
.0M 4.090 


IH.in 9.411 0.(10 
174,113 I.IH 4.930 
41,014 1.711 1.100 
74,104 0.900 0.300 


(,091 1.130 1.140 1.111 

32.103 20.300 90.310 90.000 
7.174 9.000 9-000 10. 14* 


209,401 1.140 1.1(0 1.190 

99, MS 2.910 2.000 1.710 

5,073 21.000 20.100 14.040 
13,140 2.190 2.130 1.090 

3,441,091 3.130 1.100 - 2.910 

1,410 3.710 3.110 7.714 

107,141 10.790 10.400 10.400 


119,301 7.410 7. CM 7.210 

211,31] 11.790 11.190 11.900 

990,114 1.MD 1.030 0. M0 

41,917 1.900 1.900 7.900 

14,190 1.900 2,900 l.WO 

95.911 3.190 3.(91 l.O* 
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11.79° 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Mowing a« the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold agairet the dollar at mid^ssion 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


13190/00 
1.6525/35 
■ 1.8545/9211 
- L4382/92 
36.06/16 , 
5.7400/00 
1595.0/7:0 
106.25/35 
8.0870/70 
. ;7.397G/70 
' 6.6760/60 
SL498S/95 
. $35725/357.75 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs ■ 
Italian lire 
. Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
* Norwegian crowns 
-Danish crowns 


Dollar seen reaching DM 1.85 and yen 95 


This report is submitted by Maser Natndsi, private dBent 
group, Merritt Lynch — Dubai 

Overview 

Fundamental view: A sharp rise in the dollar in response to the 
political crisis in Russia could be reversed in coming days if Boris 
Yeltsin prevails. But longer-term business cycle and interest rate 
trends continue to favour rise .in the dollar against European 
currencies- Japan's larger-than-expected 0.75 per cent cut m its 
official discount rate may help stabilise or weaken the yen in the 
near term, but a weak recovery in Japan will do little to curb the* 
nation’s huge current account surplus. We maintain our 12-moutb 
forecasts for The dollar to reach DM 1.85 and yen 95. 

Technical view: The U.S. dollar index fell 0.4 per cent for the 
I week ended September 17. Versus the six currencies we regularly 
monitor, the green back lost groundagainst those m Australia, 
Canada, and Japan. However, it was particularly weak against the 
latter currency. At this point, sentiment is at or near oversold, 
readings as put/call ratios are at their most constructive levels in’ 
seven months. Short term momentum is quite oversold and 
appears to be turning up. This, plus the sentiment picture, 
suggests a good environment for a near term dollar rally. 
However (and despite the turmoil of recent days), medium term 
oscillators remain weak and would tend to suggest that any rally 
that does develop will be counter trend. With the index recently 
having marginally broken the 91.00-93.00 support band, the 
technical evidence would suggest that it is likely to folly test the 
May lows (just above 88.00) in coining weeks. 

However, the oversold nature of the short term technical 
indicators has positioned the index for a test of resistance at 
92.00-93.00; a penetration of that range would allow for second 
resistance above 94.00. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental view: The yen weakened to the 106.7 level against 
the dollar on Sept. 21 in response to Russia’s crisis and a 
larger-than-expected 0.75 per cent cut in Japan’s official discount 
rate to an historic low of 1.75 per cent. We now expect the Bank 
of Japan to keep monetary policy on hold for an extended period 
— perhaps six months — as it monitors the response of the 
economy to recent fiscal and monetary stimulus measures. 
Further easing next year cannot be ruled out if growth remains 
weak. The recently announced fiscal stimulus package of 6.15 
trillion yen (1.3 per cent of GNP) is expected to have little impact 
on growth this year and only one half or less than its face value on 
growth next year. With private credit demand likely to remain . 
weak, it is doubtful that Japan will grow fast enough next year to 
curb its huge external surplus. 

Although the latest discount rate cut and the threat of Bank of 


Japan intervention should help the yen stabilise or weaken 
somewhat in the near term, persistent large current account 
surpluses should bring renewed upward pressure on the yen in 
1994. We maintain our six — and 12-month forecasts for the 
yen/USD rate of 100 and 95 respectively. 

Technical Mew: The Japanese yen rallied some 1.7 per cent 
against the U.S. dollar last week, thereby posting the largest 
wcek-to-week gain of any of the six currencies we regularly 
monitor. Sentiment readings for the currency have improve as 
put/call ratios are oversold and the Consensus Inc. survey is nehr 
oversold. Although the dominant long term trend remains up for 
the currency, medium term momentum oscillators have had a 
downward bias for several weeks. Thus, even though short term 
indicators are now constructive, we think that the prospects for 
currency weakness in coming remain reasonably good. The 
potential for a test of second support at 110-112. therefore, have 
unproved. 

Deutsche mark 

Fundamental view: The dollar moved up sharply to the DM 
1.64 level ou Sept. 21 in response to the political crisis in Russia. 
The move could be reversed in coining days if Boris Yeltsin 
prevails in the current power struggle, as we expect. But 
longer-term economic and interest rate trends continue to favour 
a stronger dollar against European currencies. We expect the 
Bundesbank to continue , easing monetary policy this November 
and to bring short-term interest rates down 200 basis points or 
more over the next twelve months in response to Germany’s 
recession. We view recent hopes that the German economy has 
bottomed as premature, especially against a backdrop of faltering 
income growth. We also expect the U.S. to grow at a 3.5 rate in 
the second half of this year, which should contrast favourably with 
Germany. We maintain our six — and 12-month forecasts for the 
DM/USD rate at DM 1.80 and DM 1.8S respectively. 

Technical view: The Deutscbemark fell 1.1 per cent versus the 
US dollar last week. However, put/call ratios are now overbought 
as are medium term sentiment surveys. The negative sentiment 
picture is bolstered by short term momentum, which was recently 
at its most overbought level since last September and appears to 
be reversing to the downside. This tends to support the weakness 
of the past few days, but the fact that short term osaDatois do 
confirm the recent highs and that medium term momentum 
remains upwardly biased implies that higher currency highs are 
still indicated — short term weakness notwithstanding. In 
addition, the recent rally through 1.62 DM/U.S.S implies that a 
test of the twin peaks recorded last April and December in the 
.1.55-1.57 range is increasingly likely. 

The reversal in recent days has carried the currency back to the 
1.64 breakout point; this should provide important first support, 
with second support likely near 1.667 mark/yen cross-rate has 


held well above the 62-64 trading range — moving to 
— and has done so with solid short and medium term inu 
While the possibility of a retest of the recent low still exis 
probabilities of such a test have weakened. Support in the low oUs 
appears to be fairly strong. Significant chart resistance remains at 
70. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental view: The pound weakened against the dollar in 
recent trading to the U.S./1-51 level amid Russia’s political crisis. 
We continue to think the fundamentals point to a weaker pound 
versus the dollar, as U.K_ interest rates decline further along 
other European interest rates. While we look for interest rates in 
the U.K. to decline by 50 basis points in the near term, they will 
probably not fall by as much as German rates over the next 12 
months. Recessionary conditions in Germany and expectations of 
further cuts in official German interest rates should be a 
fundamental force pushing the pound higher against the DM. The 
pound should also get a boost as the expansion in the U.K, gains 
momentum. 

Recent economic indicators are consistent with around 2 per 
cent growth this year and we expect real GDP growth to 
accelerate next year to 3.2 per cent. Based on expectations for 
lower German interest rates and a growth differential that favours 
the U.K., we expect the pound to move toward the DM/12.60 
level. But based on our 12-month target rate of DM/USS 1 .85, the 
pound should weaken further against the dollar to the S1.41 level. 

Tec hnic al view: The British pound fell 1.4 per cent against the 
U.S. dollar last week. Although sentiment is currently viewed as a 
negative, the recent breakout above a long standing trading range 
et- 1-47-1.52 U.S./B.P. (which is now viewed as support) has 
potentially improved the currency’s medium to longer term 
prospects. At the least, the recent strength to near SI. 56 — 
confirmed as it was by both short and medium term momentum — 
implies that this area of resistance will be broken in coming weeks 
and will pave the way for a challenge of important long term 
resistance at $1,585-51.60. 

If this $.015 band is decisively broken, a case can be made that a 
long term base will then be in place. It is reasonable to suggest, 
therefore, that SI. 60 is as important to the currency as resistance 
as $1.40 is to it as support. 

Versus the DM, sterling has been weak since late July with the 
cross-rate moving from its high just below 2.59 to a recent low 
near important support at 2.45. Short term momentum has not 
confirmed these lows, allowing for the possibility of a rally back to 
perhaps 2.52-2.54. However, medium term momentum remains 
weak, and any such rally will likely be short lived. Lower lows, 
therefore, are still expected over the medium term — short term 
strength notwithstanding. 
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DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
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Packing, shipping 
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specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 0:30 - Midnight . 


Estate 

Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 610520 


MHeGAGoRarla 




JDAAI* 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING- JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


One visit will make you 
a steady , we bcficvelH 


IhUMITEL 

i|j£«|l|la 


Amman ■ TaL 668193 
P-O-Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 



ZLnACu. 


tome 


Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 
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in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman near 
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p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
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- Chinese, Thai, Phfitlplno, Indonisian & 
r Malaysian specialities 
'{ - Five branched all over the world and now one 
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- Live Band ,, 6 N nights a week I 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite * 


Hours: 12 Noon 12 MhMgM 
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WE’RE TRYING TO OFFER THE BEST 


* Energy-saving lamps 

* GLS lamps 25-200 W 

* Candle lamps 

f* Low voltage halogen lamps 

* Decorative lamps 

* Special lamps 
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■ft Spot lamps 

* Fluorescent lamps and starters. 

Also available in Safeway 

Minwer Electrical 
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s world News 


Iroatta tells U.N. peacekeepers 


» disarm Serbs or pull out 


(Agencies) — 
dicing dissatisfaction 
•N. Secretary-General 
■ -os Ghali, has insisted 
that United Nations 
peacekeepers either disarm 
Serb rebels holding a third of 
the republic or pul out. 

“We must express our dis- 
satisfaction with Dr. Ghali's 
report because he is accepting 
the U.N.'s inability to imple- 
ment the peace plan,**' Croa- 
tian Foreign Minister Mate 
Granic told hte Croatian par- 
liament Thursday. 

The Croatian cabinet de- 
cided that unless the mandate 
of the U.N. Protection Force 
(UNFROFOR) was changed it 
would not be extended when it 
expires on Sept. 30, and nearly 
10,000 peacekeepers would 
have to leave by then end of 
November. 

Dr. Ghali said this week that 
UNFROFOR's mission in 
Croatia should be extended by 
six months. The Security 
Council is expected to uphold 
bis recommendation. 

He had rebuffed Zagreb’s 
demand for tough UNPRO- 
FOR action to disarm the 
Serbs — tantamount to turning 
the peacekeepers into an in- 
tervention force — to speed 
the return of Serb-held land to 
Croatian sovereignty. 

“UNPROFOR has not ful- 
filled its basic tasks,” Mr. Gra- 
nic said. 

“No control has been estab- 
lished in the occupied zones of 
Croatia, not* one expelled 
Croat has been returned home. 


and the heaviest weaponry is 
still (in Serb) control, used 
daily for attacks on Croatian 
towns and villages,” he said. 

UNPROFOR Commander 
General Jean Cot said his force 
would not resist if Croatia did 
not want its presence: “If one 
party does not wish us to re- 
main I don't see how we can.” 

Under pressure from encirc- 
ling Muslim troops, Croat 
forces in central Bosnia 
threatened to cut power sup- 
plies to Sarajevo, where the 
mainly Muslim parliament 
meets next Tuesday to debate 
the latest peace plan to end the 
fighting. 

The session was called by 
Bosnian President Alija Izet- 
begovic after shipboard talks in 
the Adriatic Sea between lead- 
ers of the three waning fac- 
tions and international 
mediators failed to reach 
agreement on a peace accord. 

A U.N. relief convoy 
reached the Bosnian city of 
Mostar Friday and began un- 
loading urgent supplies to both 
the Croat and Muslim popula- 
tions, the-United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said. 

The nine-truck convoy, only 
the fourth to reach the city 
since Aug. 25 due to intense 
fighting, was carrying 92 ton- 
nes of food and medicine, a 
UNHCR spokesman told Reu- 
ters in Geneva. 

Earlier Croatian radio re- 
ported heavy fighting in the 
south-west Bosnia city, where 
Croats are besieging the Mus- 


lim quarter, and this was pre- 
venting aid getting through to 
both sides. 

“The convoy got into Mostar 
today.” UNHCR spokesman 
Fernando Del Mundo said in 
response to an inquiry. “The 
shelling eased off today and 
they are unloading now in both 
the Croat and Muslim sec- 
tors.” 

He said Si tonnes of food 
and medical supplies were 
being given to rhe Muslim 
quarter and 41 tonnes to the 
Croats. 

An international airlift, in- 
terrupted for two days earlier 
this week, also dropped 49.2 
tonnes of food and medicine 
over Mostar Thursday night, 
according to the UNHCR. ’ 

The United Nations said 
Thursday that the bodies of 66 
Serbs, many of them charred 
and dismembered, had been 
recovered after a Croatian gov- 
ernment army incursion into a 
rebel Serb enclave. 

UNPROFOR Civil . Affairs 
Director Cedric Thorn beny 
said many of the bodies 
appeared to have been civilians 
but confirmation was not im- 
mediately possible because 
they were in such dreadful 
condition. 

Serb forces threaten to 
avenge the grisly harvest from 
tiie Sept. 9 Croatian offensive 
into the Krajina enclave by 
evicting the last significant 
ethnic Croat community still 
living undisturbed there. 

UNPROFOR soldiers reco- 
vered 14 bodies and the Croa- 


tian army returned the rest to 
the Serbs after handing over 
the U.N. control three villages 
seized in a Croatian thrust over 
a U.N. ceasefire line into Kra- 
jina’s Medak pocket. 

“The corpses were in terri- 
ble condition — burned, char- 
red, hacked and so forth,” Mr. 
Thomberry told reporters at 
UNPROFOR Headquarters in 
the Croatian capital Zagreb. 

He said the Krajina Serb 
military command believed at 
least 30 of the bodies were 
civilians. 

UNPROFOR had launched 
an investigation and would 
notify humanitarian agencies 
of tiie findings. 

U.N. officials say Croatian 
forces razed most buildings in 
the villages before withdrawing 
from the fringes of the moun- 
tainous enclave near the 
Adriatic coast. 

Two British and a French 
soldier, serving with the UN- 
PROFOR, have been wound- 
ed in separate incidents in cen- 
tral Bosnia and Sarajevo, an 
UNPROFOR spokesman said 
Friday. 

Two Britons were hit by 
shrapnel from a mortar round 
Thursday as they monitored 
fighting between Bosnian 
Croat and government forces 
near Dubravica, in the centre 
of tiie republic, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bill Aikman told a 
news briefing. 

One of the men was slightly 
injured in the arm, the other 
received a severe wound to the 
neck, he said. 


Shevardnadze counts hours till Sukhumi siege ends 


TBILISI, Georgia (Agencies) 
— Georgian leader - Eduard 
Shevardnadze said government 
troops were breaking through 
separatist Abkhazian military 
positions and could end a rebel 
siege of the local capital, 
Sukhumi, within hours. 

“We need a few more hours 
before our forces come in from 
the east and arrive in 
-town” die Georgian leader 
told local television from 
Sukhumi, in an upbeat assess- 
ment of the military situation, 
late Thursday. 

1 Three Georgian airliners 
have been destroyed in three 
days as government forces and 
rebels battled over the Black 
Sea port. The attacks have cost 
dozens of lives and put in 
doubt the remaining link be- 
tween Sukhumi and Georgian 
hinterland. 

mr. Shevardnadze, personal- 
ly heading resistance against 
the week-long rebel attack on 
Sukhumi, has denounced the 
attacks as “unprecedented acts 
of vandalism.” 

Abkhazian rebel officials, 
contacted by telephone from 


Moscow, said Sukhumi was 
now cut off from sea, land and 
air supply routes. The Geor- 
gian military had been pre- 
vented from bringing in sup- 
plies, they said. 

But a defiant Shevardnadze 
said Georgian forces had be- 
gun clearamg tiie outskirts of 
Sukhumi of rebel forces. 

“These cleaning up opera- 
tions in the town are going on 
successfully. (Abkhazian) 
bands are being liquidated," 
he said, adding that there were 
casualties on both sides. 

Although the airport had 
been dosed and telephone 
lines cut, the former Soviet 
foreign minister said: “The 
most important thing is there 
has been a turning point in our 
operation.” 

Mr. Shevardnadze said ear-' 
lier that troop reinforcements 
had boosted the city's defences 
and Georgian forces were 1 
breaking through the rebel 
blockade from the direction of 
Ochamchira, 60 kilometres to 
die southeast. 

"Our forces are showing full 
battle-readiness. They are 


pushing ahead successfully 
from Ochamchira and getting 
ever doser to Sukhumi,” he 
said in remarks made on a 
military radio link and broad- 
cast on national radio. 

Defence Ministry officials in 
Tbilisi said Georgian forces 
pushing towards Sukhumi were 
having to fight all the way. But 
they said Georgian forces had 
taken the key villages of 
Akhaldava and Adzhnbzha, on 
the way towards the capital. 

Reopening a land supply 
route to Ochamchira would a 
breakthrough for the Geor- 
gians, who have suffered cruel- 
ly from a lade of tanks and 
artillery. 

A spokesman for the seces- 
sionist side, reached by tele- 
phone in the rebel stronghold 
of Gudauta, said the Abkha- 
zians now controlled the hills 
above the Black Sea city and 
its defenders were at the mercy 
of their artillery. 

“The Georgians new have 
no reason to continue to le- 
ast,” the spokesman quoted 
the Abkhaz “defence minis- 
ter”, Sultan Sosnah’yev, as 


saying. 

The Abkhazians, who laun- 
ched an offensive against 
Sukhumi on Sept. 16, shatter- 
ing a Russian-brokered cease- 
fire. have said they wifi provide 
a land corridor for Georgian 
forces to withdraw if they sur- 
render. _ 

Meanwhile, former Geor- 
gian President Zviad Gam- 
sakh urdia, driven from power 
in January 1992, arrived by 
plane at the military airportof 
Senaki in southwest Georgia, 
supporters contacted by tele- 
phone from Tbilisi said Friday. 

They said he was to go 
Saturday to Zugtftdi, in his 
stronghold of the Mingrelia re- 
gion of Georgia. 

His return to the country 
came as forces of Mr. Shevard- 
nadze continued to battle 
separatists in Sukhumi. 

Mr. Gamsakburdia, elected 
head of stale of Georgia in 
May 1991. seven months be- 
fore the Soviet Union dis- 
abanded, fled the republic in 
January 1992 after a short civil 
war. 


Sihanouk ascends Cambodian throne 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia's Norodom Siha- 
nouk signed a new constitution 
and became king Friday in 
elaborate ceremonies replete 
with conch shell horns, roast 
pig head offerings and a multi- 
tiered royal umbrella. 

King Sihanouk's first act was 
to name his son. Prince Noro- 
dom Ranariddh, and the for- 
mer Communist Premier Hun 
Sen, as the two co-prime minis- 
ters of the newly sovereign King- 
dom of Cambodia, ending the 
U.N. peacekeeping mandate. 

“From now on, Cambodia 
will have stability,” Prince 
Ranariddh said. 

The crown and royal sword 
were stolen during the Com- 
munist Khmer Rouge's ruth- 
less reign in Cambodia, so 
King Sihanouk chose to have 
the multi-tiered royal umbrella 
— suspended over the gilded 
throne adorned with fruit, can- 
dles and other offerings to 
Buddha — as the symbol of the 
monarchy. 

King Sihanouk did not phy- 
sically sit on the throne, but 
instead placed sacred banyan 
tree leaves behind his left ear 
to signify his ascension. 

“I swear I will follow the 
constitution and all the laws of 
the kingdom, and take all ac- 
tions in the interests of its 


citizens,” the 70-year-old for- 
mer prince, who was ascending 
the throne for the second time 
in his life, told the holy witnes- 
ses, U.N. officials, members of 
the National Assembly and the 
diplomatic corps assembled in 
the throne hall of the royal 
palace. 

The Cambodians all wore 
traditional white tunics, black 
stockings and buctas-style 
pants made of purple silk. 

The radical Khmer Rouge, 
who have been waiting on the 
fringes of the Cambodian poli- 
tical scene threatening to 
mount another civil war, are 
the only problem remaining to 
be solved in Cambodia, King 
Sihanouk said. He will chair a 
round-table discussion to de- 
cide their fate in November. 

“We are going to do our best 
to resolve that problem,” he 
said. “It remains the only 
problem." 

The king took, the throne 
shortly after the Throne Coun- 
cil, set up by the constitution 
he signed in a morning cere- 
mony, voted unanimously to 
make him king. 

Prince Ranariddh, one of 
the seven members of the 
council, sought to allay fears 
the king would have too much 
power. 

“A lot of people are afraid 


my father will do like before,” 
Prince Ranariddh, in reference 
to the 1960s when the autocra- 
tic King Sihanouk ruled with- 
out tolerance to opposition, 
told reporters following the 
council's decision. 

“The fact is, you have to 
study our constitution, and you 
will find it very democratic, 
very liberal,” he said. 

The promulgation of the 
constitution and naming of 
Prince Ranariddh and Mr. 
Hun Sen as co-premiers offi- 
cially ended the U.N. mandate 
in Cambodia. 

They immediately took their 
oaths of office in front of the 
crowd, following the sounding 
of conch-shell horns and the 
sacred gong held by two 
elephant tusks, and offerings 
to Buddha of roast pigs heads, 
ducks, fruits and incense. 

Spe^dcing earlier before a 
corwd of 4,000 on the grassy 
lawn in front of the royal 
palace, the Cambodian leader 
bad called the constitution a 
"masterpiece” of democracy. 

“It is indisputable that as of 
today, our beloved Cambodia 
and people possess the most 
liberal constitution which 
places our country in the banks 
of the most authentically 
democratic countries of the 
world,” he said. 


Mrs.Marcos convicted, sentenced to jail 


. MANILA (AP) — Imelda 
Marcos, who became a n inte r- 
; national symbol of extrava- 
: gancc during her husband's 
: long reign over the Philip- 

• pines, was convicted of corrup- 

• tion Friday and sentenced to at 
: (east IS years in prison. 

The Philippine court also 

• barred Mrs. Marcos — a one- 
-time presidential candidate 

who still enjoys a large follow- 
ing here — from ever holding 
public office. 

It was the first time any 
court has convicted the widow 
of former leader Ferdinand 
Marcos on a crime connected 
with the corruption during her 
husband's 20 years in office. 

The government is still 
trying to recover most of the 


estimated S10 billion it says 
was embezzled during his rule. 

“The verdict just goes to 
show that the justice system in 
the Philippines is working." 
deputy presidential press 
Secretary Honesto Isleta said. 

Senior prosecutor Aniano 
Disierto said the conviction 
“should serve as a very strong 
deterrent against any high gov- 
ernment official who may use 
his position to promote in- 
terests.” 

Mrs. Marcos and former 
Transport Minister Jose Dans 
were found guilty of two 
charges of entering into '‘un- 
favourable” contracts involv- 
ing the govemmenr-run com- 
muter rail line and the Philip- 
pine General Hospital Founda- 


tion Inc. 

They were sentenced to nine 
to 12 years for each charge and 
must serve at least 18 years, 
court officials said. Both are 
free on bail, and Mrs. Marcos' 
lawyer said she would appeal. 

Mrs. Marcos clutched a 
black rosary and bowed her 
head slightly as the clerk of 
the three-judge Sandiganbayan 
.Cburt, which tries official cor- 
ruption cases, read the verdict 
to a counroom packed with 
supporters and journalists. 

About 150 supporters, wear- 
ing red shins and carrying pla- 
cards reading "Imelda Marcos 
not guilty,” surged forward to- 
ward the gates of the court 
when they heard the verdict 
over a loudspeaker. 


Buthelezi 
calls on 
Zulus 
to fight 
TEC 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
Chief Mangosuihu Buthelezi 
called Friday on Zulus to fight 
the Transitional Executive 
Council (TEC) adopted by the 
South African parliament to 
give blacks a say for rhe first 
time in running the govern- 
ment. 

The leader of the Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom Party 
(IFP) told a rally north of 
Durban that the TEC, voted 
Thursday in Cape Town, 
would allow "foreigners" to 
rule his Kwazulu homeland. 

The TEC bill establishes 
multi-party councils to oversee 
government in the run-up to 
South Africa’s first non-radal 
poll, scheduled for April 27. 

Mr. Buthelezi has said the 
IFP win not participate in the TEC, 
which is expected to be domin- 
ated by the IFP's bitter rival, 
the Afncan National Congress 
(ANC), and President F. W. 
De Klerk's National Party 
(NP). 

In terms of the legislation, 
the TEC will be empowered to 
ensure a level political playing 
field throughout South Africa, 
including Kwazulu. 

“If we allow the TEC to take 
over the running of Kwazulu. 
then we are saying it is okay to 
allow foreigners to rule over 
us,” Mr. Buthelezi said. “This 
no patriotic Zulu can ever 
allow. 

”We must be prepared to 
fight for our freedom and the 
right to rule over ourselves," 
he said. 

Meanwhile, the ANC and 
the white right-wing Afrikaner 
Volksfront (AVF) said Friday 
they had held "encouraging” 
discussions over their vastly 
different visions for a future 
South Africa. 



A genera! view of leaders and deputies of the 
10 former Soviet republics at the start of the 


Yeltsin thanks CIS leaders for 
support; vows to maintain order 


MOSCOW (AFP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin thanked CIS 
-leaders gathered at a summit 
Friday for their "support and 
solidarity” in his stand-off with 
Russia's hardline parliament 
and vowed to maimain public 
order, ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said. 

The heads from rhe Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) had gone ahead 
with a meeting at the ■ Kremlin 
to create an economic union 
despite the tension In Moscow 
triggered by Mr. Yeltsin’s dis- 
solution of the conservative 
legislature Tuesday. 

During Friday's session, 
Azerbaijan became an official 

- member of the Commonwealth 

- when its president, Geidar 
Aliyev, signed the CIS treaty 
at a Kremlin ceremony,' the 

-agency said. 

“Although truly unusual me- 
asures have been taken in re- 
cent days, I assure you that 
public order will be maintained 
in Moscow and in Russia,” be 
told heads of the former Soviet 
republics. 

“Do not worry,” said Mr. 
Yeltsin. Earlier Friday, he had 
ordered security forces to dis- 
arm his opponents as the gov- 
ernment increased pressure on 
members of the renegade 


legislature to abandon the par- 
liament building where they 
voted in an emergency night- 
time session to impeach Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

The president thanked the 
leaders for their "solidarity 
and support for the measures 
taken recently to protect the 
ideals of democracy and civil 
peace in Russia,*' ITAR-TASS 
said. 

Leaders from all the CIS 
nations have supported Mr. 
Yeltsin’s decision to dissolve 
the legislature, dominated by 
former Communists, and call 
general elections in December. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the CIS 
meeting Friday was of "critical 
importance" and demons- 
trated the “will to move for- 
ward together on the road to- 
wards reforms and to streng- 
then tiie commonwealth." 

ITAR-TASS meanwhile said 
that nine of the CIS heads had 
initialled an agreement in prin- 
ciple to create an economic un- 
ion. The CIS heads of state 
were expected to sign it at the 
Kremlin later Friday. 

The CIS leaders from Arme- 
nia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan,. Kyrgyzstan, Rus- 
sia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
Ukraine and Uzbekistan, were 
meeting behind dosed doors at 
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Man witft no flight , 

training crash- 
lands 

plane 

PHOENIX (API - M*nhtw 
Komblum had vat in at the 
controls of an airplane before. . <i 
but never at night and never H 
with the pilot tmoonsdow. • 
On Thursday, he found himself ■ * 
in that portion, and walked 
away from a crash landing. 
“Definitely an E ticket ndc,” 
the 34-vear-oId said, referr i ng 
to the pass Disneyland used to 
sell for its most exciting attrac- 
tions. “It's jusr some thing you i 
have to do when you're in a do 
or -die rinzation." Mr. Korn- 
biuro flew- the Cessna 1 82, a 
four-seater, for about 15 mi. 
nutes after the pilot had a fatal 
seizure, and brought the plane 
into Flagstaff’s Puuam Airport 
without benefit of runway 
lights or help from the tower, 
which was dosed at the time. 

Mr. Komblum, an electrical 
engineer from Charlotte, 
N.C.. has never had a flying 
lesson but said Mr. Graham 
and other pilots have allowed 
him to take the controls several 
times. *Tvc had maybe 10 
hours at the stick,” Mr. Rom- 
Mum said. “I’m really glad I’ve 
paid attention." Komblum and 
59-year-old Billy Graham were 
returning to Flagstaff from a 
business trip to Kayenta. about 
130 miles (210 king) away, 
when Graham oon vl used and 
passed out. Mr. Komblum 
said. He p r opped Graham op 
and took over the controls. 


Commonwealth of Imfepeudent States summit 
hi Moscow Friday (AFP photo) 


the Kremlin. 

Leaders from Moldova — 
whose parliament has refused 
to ratify membership of the 
CIS — were also present. 
Georgia, which up to now has 
refused to join the CIS, was 
attending as an ohsemrr. . 

A member of the Russian 
Governmental Committee for 
Relations With the CIS was 
quoted as saying that Azerbai- 
jan, Armenia. Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mol- 
dova. Russia. Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan had initialled the 
economic agreement. 

The most independent- 
minded republics. Turkmenis- 
tan and Ukraine, were plan- 
ning to become associate mem- 
bers of the economic union, 
tiie source said. 

None of the participants has 
said he would meet Russian 
Vice President Alexander 
Rutskoi, who was named 
acting president by the parlia- 
ment in a bid to set up a 
parallel government. 

The economic situation in all 
the former Soviet republics has 
deteriorated seriously since the 
breakup of the Soviet Union 
and many members have be- 
come heavily indebted to Mos- 
cow. 


Gorbachev renews attack on Yeltsin 


ROME (Agencies) — Former 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev renewed his criticism of : 
.Russian President Yelt- 
sin Friday as' 4 hd^boardfcd a 
plane here catting short a visit 
to Italy in order to return to 
Moscow. 

He told reporters that the 
negative process launched by 
Mr. Yeltsin had to be baited. 

On Wednesday, announcing 
that he would leave Italy after 
six days instead of the eight 
programmed, he described Mr. 
Yeltsin’s derision the day be- 
fore to dissolve the Russian 
parliament on the grounds of 
obstructionism as "senseless 
and unconstitutional." 

Meetings with Pope John 
Paul II and Italian President 
Oscar Luigi Seal faro scheduled 
for Friday were moved forward 
to Thursday. 

He warned then: "I am very 
•worried about what is happen- 
ing in Russia, because instead 
of moving forward towards 
democracy, we are in the mid- 
dle of setting a dangerous and 
negative precedent, in which 
we can toss aside the constitu- 
tion any time we like.” 

Mr. Gorbachev has accused 
Mr. Yeltsin of planning to rig 
elections set for Decembej. 

"Yeltsin will have all ’the 
finances and the media under 
his control,” he told reporters. 
"How can elections be fair in 
such circumstances? It’s bad 
for democracy...” 

.The proYnise of also holding 
presidential elections in June 
1994 was not enough, Mr. Gor- 
bachev added. 

Mr.. Gorbachev has also said 
the dissolution could lead to a 
dangerous split in the armed 
forces and has appealed for 


calm. 

Although Mr. Gorbachev m- 
n'tion to 

_ __ received a 

' public endorsement Thursday 
from the head of what was 
once the West’s biggest Com- 
munist Party as a possible 
alternative leader for Russia. 

Achille Occhetto, head of 
Italy's renamed Democratic 
Party of the Left (PDS), hailed 
Mr. Gorbachev as a great re- 
former and said it would be a 
. pity to lose the contribution of 
such a man at a moment when 
Russia was torn between two 
extreme positions. 

At present, the advocates of 
capitalism and “those who 
. want the return of the old 
Stalinist apparatus" were fight- 
ing over Russia, Mr, Occhetto 
'said. 

But the victory of flip former 
Communists in last weekend's 
Polish general elections 
showed those who only be- 
lieved in the savage laws of the 
market were doomed. 

“These events justify the 
ideas of Gorbachev and the 
Democratic Left," Mr. 
. Occhetto said. 

“I wish him success in his 
battle and hope he will go a 
long way in Russia." the Ita- 
lian opposition leader said. 

Meanwhile, officers of the 
Black Sea Fleet, who backed 
the failed conspirators in the 
1991 Kremlin coup, are playing 
a waiting game in the latest 
power struggle in Moscow, a 
. top naval official said . _ 

Colonel Andrei Grachev, 
the fleet's spokesman, said 
officers were hedging their bets 
to ensure they did not again 
back the wrong side in the 
struggle pitting Russian Presi- 


dent Boris Yeltsin against his 
rebel vic^president. 

■. “The situation i& difficult. 
The vast majority of officers 
are adopting ‘wait-and-see' 
tactics and offering no opin- 
ions,” he told Reuters by tele- 
phone from the fleet's head- 
quarters in Sevastopol. 

"This reflects the experience 
of the August coup. At that 
time, the fleet became a hos- 
tage to the political battles in 
Moscow. The positions now is 
double-edged.” 

Grachev said the fleet was 
operating normally, subordin- 
ate to the presidents of both 
Ukraine and Russia pending 
the transfer to Russian juris- 
diction as the two leaders 
agreed in principle earlier this 
month. 

Formally, he said, the fleet 
did not recognise Russian 
Vice-President Alexander 
Rutskoi’s claim to the pres- 
idency after Mr. Yeltsin dis- 
solved the country's parlia- 
ment Tuesday. 

In Kiev, Defence Minister 
Kostyantyn Morozov also said 
Ukraine did not recognise Mr. 
Yeltsin's conservative rivals. 
But he said the former Soviet 
republic had to strengthen its 
borders. 

"I do not believe there are 
two defence ministers in Rus- 
sia. I know only of Pavel 
Grachev,” Mr. Morozov said 
after welcoming British De- 
fence Secretary Malcolm Rif- 
kind to Kiev. 

"But the situation in Russia 
is _ dangerous. I have always 
said we must strengthen our 
borders and be prepared to 
defend our country regardless 
of events in neighbouring 
states.” 


Clinton presses blitz for health plan 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and his 
cabinet Thursday threw them- 
selves into a public relations 
blitz promoting a U.S. health 
care reform, scheme that is 
drawing fire from major insur- 
ance and drug companies. 

Democrats and Republicans 
alike commanded Mr. Clinton 
for getting the health care de- 
bate off to a good start with an 
impassioned speech to a joint 
session of Congress Wednes- 
day. 

But there was also plenty of 
criticism from both parties for 
the president’s proposal to 
guarantee every American a 
comprehensive package of 
medical benefits "that can nev- 
er be taken away." 

Mr. Clinton was due to play 
host to a pep rally on the White 
House back lawn at mid- 


afternoon for 2,000 people in- 
volved in the health care pro- 
cess using the momentum cre- 
ated by his nationally televised 
speech to step up a publicity 
crusade begun about a week 
ago. 

He was then due to fly to 
Tampa, Florida, for an evening 
town meeting being televised 
countrywide. 

Cabinet officers fanned out 
across the country to try to 
convince Americans Mr. Clin- 
ton’s proposals are worth- 
while. Early public opinion 
polls showed the president had 
struck a chord with Americans. 

An ABC-Washington Post 
telephone poll conducted just 
after the speech found 56 per 
cent three days earlier, while 
24 per cent disapproved. The 
rest said they had no opinion. 

“All things being equal we 


couldn't have hoped for a bet- 
ter day,” -said White House 
spokeswoman Dee Dee Myers, 

But there was plenty of 
grumbling in political circles to 
signal Mr. Clinton’s proposal 
to create America's first man- 
datory universal health care 
system will face plenty of chal- 
lenges and proposed changes 
as it grinds through a long 
legislative process. 

Mr. Clinton has yet to give 
specifics of the financing of his 
proposal. He said Wednesday 
night that increased taxes on 
tobacco products, savings in 
Federal Medicare and Medi- 
caid health care programmes 
for the elderally and poor and 
elimination of fraud and abuse 
would pay for whatever is not 
financed by employer and em- 
ployee premium payments. 


Sex offender 
seeks castration; 
doctors refuse 

LONDON (AFP) — A 59- 
year-old mental patient who 
admits sexually abusing chii- : 
dren since bis adolescence is on 
a hunger strike seeking castra- 
tion. but doctors and lawyers 
disagree on the legality of such 
surgery. According to the case \ 
outlined in the British Medical 
Journal (BJM). the man identi- 
fied as only Mr. X says he 
cannot control his behaviour 
and would continue to abuse 
children unless castrated. He 
has threatened to castrate him- 
self. as well as to commit 
suicide, and is currently on z 
hunger strike in a mental hos- 
pital to force doctors to per- 
form the operation. Doctors at 
the hospital have proposed 
chemical castration — drugs 
which block production of the 
male hormone Testosterone 
and thus reduce or eliminate 
his sex drive. But he has re- . 
fused, saying the solution 
would not be permanent, 
according to the article. Mr. K 
began abusing children when 
he was in school, and con- 
tinued after his marriage when 
he molested his own children, 
said the article. He was impris- 
oned several times, for up to 10 
years, but continued the abuse 
each time he was released, it 
said. Doctors are retiefent ab- 
out castrating him. claiming 
British law is vague on the 
subject and that they could be 
accused of assault, said the 
BJM. If they refuse, however, 
they could "be held liable for 
any future offenses he com- 
mits. 


Sculpture gets 
its due 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
years, she was perched wa 
high, in a niche over a stair 
in the U.S. embassy in Rc 
Dust and grime had sc 
into her pores and those 
saw her were too far awa 
notice the sweetness of 
smile or the sensuous cun. 
her back. Now the Ces; 
Venus, a divine marble i 
by the 16th century M< 
court sculptor Giambotogn 
getting her moment in 
light. She goes on display ! 
day in the National GaMei 
Art after months of loving 
toration. In the centre i 
large, airy gallery, she 
glows -- a delicate, sms 
than-lrfe goddess, non chah 
drying herself after a bath, 
surface, once soiled 
centuries-old bird dropp 
and rust, is now milkv w| 
There is room to wall; art 
her and see her from all « 
— something GiamboU 
roust have intended. “Th< 
perience of the real tbir 
astonishing.” said Anti 
Radcliffe. keeper emeriro 
London's Victoria and Ai 
Museum and a Giamboh 
r**?j*r. “This is the mome 
which it actually takes its i 
m an history.” The stah 
one of the last efforts ol 
Flemish-born sculptor, 
went, to Italy for training 
never retimed. He spew 
career trying to capture 
female nude, and the Ven 
thought to be his finest ef 
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AI Jazireh crowned 
women's basketball champ ions 

a iL 


By Akca Buuuju 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN" — Al Jazireh 
Thursday proved that their 
recent win over titieftdders 
AI Orthodoxi was no mis- 
take, whe® foey s cored a 
most precious 65-59 victory 
to clinch the women's basket- 
ball title ending an undis- 
puted 3-year reign by Al' 
Orthodoxi. 

It was a tense game fbr 
both teams, especially in the 
.first half, but Al Orthodoxi ’s 
players felt greater pressure 
as they had to win- by over 7 
points to retain the title. (Al 
Jazireh had won the first 
round match 65-58). 

Al Orthodoxi, who had be- 
come accustomed to defeat- 
ing all teams by a minimum 
margin of 20 points, this year 
learned, the hard way, that 
nothing can be taken for 
granted. 

Althoiugh Al Orthodoxi' 
led throughout most of the 
first batf, AJ Jazireh were too 
determined to add . the 
women's title to the under-14 
and under-16 titles of the 
boys team. Despite Al 
Orthodoxi’s Lara Masri-Al 
Naber's admirable efforts to 
score and assist her team- 
mates, Al Jazireh proved that 
“practice makes perfect” as 
they took home the King- 
dom’s 1993 women’s basket- 
ball title. 

The titleholders led 14-11 
after 9 consecutive points by 
Masri-Al Naber. 



The new champions — Al Jarireh 


A 1 Jazireh's Tamara Al 
Khadra sank in - a three- 
pointer but Al Orthodoxi 
kept their lead at 18-14. 
Masri-AI-Naber again scored 
another 9 consecutive points 
to expand her team's lead to 
27-20. Meanwhile Al Jazireh 
regained their concentration 
as Suhair Al Mackusi, Rana 
Al Husseini, and Rania Al 
Dajani scored, but AI-. 
Orthodoxi still led 31-25 be- 
fore winning the first half 
34-32. 

Al Jazireh’s Husseini and 
Dajani scored to give their, 
team its first lead at 37-34 at 
the beginning of the second 
when they also adapted 


a tighter defence of the zone 
area, to secure defensive as 
well as, offensive rebounding. 

This effectively hindered 
any scoring attempts by Al 
Orthodoxi whose scoring was 
limited to Jihan Abdul Noor 
while Masri-Al Naber was 
given a rest. 

Al Jazireh scored a three- 
pointer by Dajani and Juma- 
na Al Salti added a score to 
give her team a 47-43 lead. 
Team Captain Tala Al 
Mange assisted her team- 
mates through screens and 
rebouncfing while Al Ortho-- 
doxi’s Abdul Noor scored 4 
consecutive points, but At 


Jazireh still led 50-47. . 

The turning point in the 
game came after the 8th mi- 
nute as Al Orthodoxi’s shots 
lacked accurate finishing. Al 
Jazireh took advantage of 
this to outscore their oppo- 
nents 11-2, depending on 
teamwork to take a comman- 
ding 61-49 lead. 

The 1992 titleholders 
seemed to give up and team 
captain Masri-Al Naber again 
carried the burden of scoring 
to narrow the gap but Ai 
Jazireh had already secured a 
wide lead and went on to win 
the match 68-59. 

Al Ahli finished third after 
defeating Abu Nusair 78-33 
(35-16). 

Al Jazireh had first joined 
file women's competition in 
1991 when they finished third 
after Homentmen, Ahli and 
Oithodari. They: - clinched 
third pbce from Homentmen 
last yearTHom entmen missed 
the cwnpditioa this year be- 
cause of the absence of many 
of their players, while a new 
team, Abu Nusair joined the 


FINAL STANDINGS _ 


Jazireh 

Orthodoxi 

AhE 

Abo Nusair 


W 

6 

4 

2 


L SF SA 

444 189 

2 475 ’ 227 

4 . 282 300 

6 87 572 


Pts 

12 

10 

8 

6 


The Jordan Basketball 
Federation (JBF) announced 
the regrouping of the 
women’s national team back 
in January. Women’s teams 
now hope that the competi- 
tion not be confined to the 
once-a-year two-week-long 
championship, and that the 
national team soon begins 
training to prepare for up- 
coming regional compels 
tions. •* 


Bint Nouranieh, Jerash 
“supreme champions” at Arabian Horse Show 


By AJeen Bumayan 

Special to (be Jordan Thaos 

AMMAN — The 4th Ara- 
bian Horse festival concluded 
Friday with Bint Nouranieh 
and Jerash winning the titles 
of Middle East Supreme 
Champions. 

Bint Noorameh is owned 
by Qatar's Sheikh Nawaf Ben 
Nasser Al Thani whfle Jerash 
is owned toy Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Zero Bint Al 
Hnssexn. 

Princess Afia Bint Al Hus- 
sein attended Friday’s activi- 
ties, along with Prince 
Hashem, Princesses Zein, 
Raya, and Iman, Prince Gfaa- 
zi Ben Mohammad and Prin- 
cess Rahmch Bint Al Hassa n . 

Over 200 horeeiovers also . 
attended the final day of the 
horse show, held as part of 
the 4th annual Arabian 
Horse Festival which also in- 
cluded the 2nd Middle East ■ 
Championship. 

The 5-day festival also in- 
cluded a judging course, a _ 
course in natural therapy, in 
addition to tire Kingdom’s 
first race fielding purebred 
Arabian horses. 

One of the main aims of 
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SAVE THAT ENTRY . 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*EJ 
<?A3 

v K 10 9 8 7 
*6542 

VEST east 

t 10 9 8 6 3 *Q72 


<?Q876 
0J43 
* Q J 10 


East 


> J94 
' A 5 2 
* 0 3 

SOUTH 

* A 6 4 
<? K 10 5 2 
5 Q 6 

* A K8 7 
lie bidding: 

Path West North 

NT Pass 3 NT 

lass Pass 
Opening lead: Ten of 4 
We have frequently written that 
ms should not be squandered on 
m cards— their purpose u to cap- 
ire kings and queens. That is true 
i the vast majority of cases, but 
ear in min d that gene r ali t i e s are 

ist tfrat. 

The auction was a case of simple 
IditiOtt. With 11 points and a five- 
ird suit. North was. not interested 
anything more (ban game. That 


looked like a cakewalk, since the 
combined count was at least 27 
high-card points.- 

West's ten of spades lead was cov- 
ered by tbe jack and queen and 
docked by declaAr. The spade re- 
turn went to dummy’s king, and a 
ifamnnd was led to declarer's queen. 
West took the ace and cleared 
s pp/W Although the finesse for the 1 
jack of diamonds lost. West had no 
entry to the two good spades and 
declarer coasted home. 

There is no guarantee the defend- 
ers can defeat the contract, but look 
at what might happen should West* 
smoothly bold up the ace of dia- 
monds, allowing declarer’s queen to 
win. When declarer continues with a 
diamond. West plays low once more. 

Looking at all the hands, it’s easy 
-jto see that South can collect an 
overtrick fay rising with the king of- 
rKamrnidy but that ia an unlikely 
play. To protect against jack-third 
in the West hand, declarer will al- 
most surely finesse, losing to EastfB 
jack. East forces out declarer's last 
spade stopper and, since there’s no 
way to make nine tricks without 
letting West gain the lead, the con- 
tract must go down. 


holding the festival is to give 
horsebreedera an o p port uni ty 
to qualify their Arabian 
horses to take part in interna- 
tional competitions. 

Results in Thursday's and 
Friday’s shows: 

Class 8 Mares foaled in 
1989: 

1st place: Ms. Elvira, own- 
ed fay Qatar’s Sheikh Nawaf 
Bin Nasser Al Tham 
2nd place: Hameedah, 
owned by Royal Jordanian 
State Stud. 

Class 9 Mares foaled 1986- 
1988 


.1st place: Bint Nouranieh , 
'owned by Sheikh Nawaf of 
Qatar 

- 2nd place: Anasbeed, own- 
ed by Qatar's Al Shaqab 
Stud. 

. Class 10 Mares foaled 
1982-1988 

1st place: Taifah, owned by. 
Qatar’s Sheikh Nawaf 
2nd place: Countess Crys- 
tal, owned by Jordan’s Jaafar 
Stud 


Class 11 Mares foaled be- 
fore 1982 


1st place: A.K. Fanm'ya, 
owned by H. Al Nakeeb of 
Jordan 

2nd place: Carazina, own- 
ed by Jordan’s S. Khedr. 

Clan 12 stafflons foaled in 
1989 

■i 

1st place: Jood, owned by 
Royal Jordanian State Stud 
2nd (dace: R.A. Tarinka, 
Owned by M. Nsherwat of 
Jordan 

Clan 13 staRkww foaled 
1988-1988 


■ 1st place: Imran, owned by 
Imran Stud of Jordan 

■ 2nd place: Hilal El Eid, 
owned by Royal Jordnoas 
State Stud 

Class 14 stadfions foaled In 
1981-1985 

1st place: Jerash, owned by 
' Princess Zein Bint Al Hussein 
2nd place: Imperial Injah, 
owned by Qatar’s Sheikh 
Nawaf 


Agassi to open U S. 
Davis Gup qualifier 

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina (R) — Andre Agassi will get the 
ball rolling far the United States Friday as the heavily favoured 
Americans take on overmatched Bahamas in their bid to remain 
in- the Davis Cup world group. 

Thursday’s draw determined that Davis Cup veteran Agassi will 


[the American knows the stakes are high for the U.S. team. 

“There is really no excuse in the world for us to even be where 
„we are now and certainly to be anything further down would be 
really an embarrassment,” Agassi said following the draw 
ceremony. 


Sydney win 2000 Olympics 


MOftTE CARLO (R) — 
Sydney beat Beijing by just 
two votes of Thursday mght 
after a dramatic contest to 
stage the 2000 Olympics 
Games- 

But in the moments just 
before International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch 
announced the decision to a 
global television audience 
many rhm«e thought their 
capital bad been chosen. 

Their confusion stemmed 
from the fact that Samaranch ~ 
opened his r e mark s by read- 
ing out the five competing 
cities in English in 
alphabetical order and 
named Beijing first. The 
other contenders were Ber- 
lin, Istanbul ami Manchester, 
winch all want ant in the first 
round of voting. 

The crowd at the official 
Olympic gala in Beijing 
cheered and waved flags 
when they thought they had 
won. The crowd of about 
1,400 in a plush conve n tion 
centre went wild, smoke 
machines poured out mist 
and a lion dance was per- 1 
formed to the sound of fiercer 
rackets. 

But the mktalce became 
dear as the giant television 
screen in the centre showed 
scenes of crowds revelling in 
Sydney. 

In Sydney, early Friday 
mght turned it 
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they party to dawn after the 


into day on the 
waterfront — with the' 
famous Opera House as a 
backdrop — as firewor ks ex- 
ploited in celebration just 
seconds after the IOC 
announced its 45-43 vote. 

Police said crowds swelled 
to 60,000 when the 
announcement came across 
television screens at 
a.m. Friday (1828 GMT 
Thursday). 

A roar of delight echoed 
around Sydney Harbour and 
young Australians danced 
with abandon. 

Australian IOC member 
Ptril Coles said in Monte Car- 
lo the ballot had gone to four 
rounds of voting — the max- 
imum possible with five, 
candidates — Berlin, Istan- 
bul and Manchester were foe 
others — in the race. 

*Tm flabbergasted, it’s 
fantastic, it was very dose, 
we went right down to the 
final round of voting,” Coles 
said. 

Australian National Olym- 

K 'c Committee President 
ihn Coates said In Monte 
Carlo that Sydney had first 
trailed Beijing, adding: “But 
we won on technical merit. 



Sydney Mayor Frank Sartor (centre) and IOC President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch sign the documents naming 
Sydney host to the 2000 Olympics (AFP photo) 

which I always thought we 
would.” 

As members of the Sydney 
delegation exploded with joy, 
the Beijing delegation looked 
dumbstruck and left without 
speaking. 

Wei Jizhong, secretary- 
general of the Beijing bid 
committee, said later: “I'm 
very disappointed, but I’d 
like to congratulate Sydney.” 

Asked if China had not in- 
vested too much national 
pride in its bid, he said: “I 
think the other side did foe 
same.” 

Australian Prime minister 
• Paul Keating was in Monaco 
to share the Sydney delega- 
tion’s moment of triumph. 

“Australia won tonight. 


: as pk Committee announce d that Sydney's bid won 

lOtym- the right to host the 2000 Olympics (AFP photo)] 

ably the most difficult seven 
years in foe century since the 
modern Olympic movement 
was founded. 

Beijing had gone all-out in 
the run-up to the vote to 
counter opposition to its bid 
by U.S. and European politi- 
cians. 

But the release of political 
prisoners, a promise to allow 
a foreign inquiry team to 
investigate human rights con- 
ditions, af short-lived threat to 
boycott the Atlanta Games 
in 1996 and even a spate df 
world records by Chinese 
runners all failed to win over 
the IOC. 

The IOC decision was wel- 
comed by human rights lob- 
byists in Monte Carlo. 
Richard Dicker, spokesman 
for the U.S. based Human 
Rights Watch, said: “This de- 
cision puts the Chinese lead- 
ership on notice that they will 
pay a price for the continued 
abuse of their own citizens, 
“Until they cease wide- 
spread torture, arbitrary im- 
prisonment and religious 
persecution, the Chinese gov- 
ernment will be denied foe 
international approbation 
they seek,” he added. 

. Almost^as if he knew the 
outcome in advance, Austra- 
lian IOC Vice-President 
Kevan Gosper was grinning 
broadly when he was intro- 
duced at the hour-long, 
announcement ceremony at 
the Louis II Stadium in 
Monte Carlo. 


that’s the most important 
thing. This should be a great 
confidence-builder for Au- 
stralia. It shows we can back 
it in the big swim,” said 
Keating. 

The might of China’s prop- 
aganda machine, backed by a 
population of 1.2 billion, had 
installed Beijing as favourites 
ahead of Sydney in the week 
before foe IOC vote. 

But foe IOC chose to live < 
up to its own ideals of putting 
foe athletes first by awarding 
the games to Sydney — the 
dty with unquestionably foe 
best facilities. 

A vote for Beijing would 
have been the biggest gamble 
ever taken by the IOC and 
would have resulted m argu- 


Kasparov impressed with Short in 8th game 


LONDON (R) — World chess 
champion Garry 


Kasparov 
confessed that he had escaped 
from a seemingly lost position 
Thursday in the eighth game of 
his title defence against bril- 
liant play from British challen- 
ger Nigel Short. f 

The players were in agree- 
ment that Short, playing white, 
missed at least two chances to 
score his first win of the event. 
Kasparov, 30, leads the 24- 
game series 6-2 after four wins 
and fonr draws and needs only 
a 12-12 tie to retain the . crown. 

For the fourth tide in a row 
when playing these colours. 


tiie opening was the mutually 
dangerous Najdorf Variation 
of the Sicilian Defence. 

Kasparov replied to Short's 
obvious aggression with a pro- 
vocative stance that forced the 
challenger to choose between 
many tempting but risky ways 
to sacrifice materials for a 
possible mating attack. 

Shrot, 28, set the stage for 
what experts agreed was one of 
the most exciting title games in 
memoiy by sacrificing two 
rooks — one of the strongest 
pieces on foe board — in order 
to smoke out and hunt the 
champion's king. 


Even Kasparov was enthu- 
siastic about foe daring and 
imagination of Short's sacrifi- 
cial attack. 

“It was great, it was abso- 
lutely great." Kasparov told a 
press conference after the 
game, obviously pleased by the 


intensity of the game. 

“Short found all the right 
sacrifices and suddenly I 
understood I was lost. I 
thought it was going to be an 
immortal game, with me on the 
wrong side of the table.” Kas- 
parov added. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, L-shaped salon, 170 square 
metres, 2nd floor, new furniture. Telephone, elevator. 
7th Circle. Abdullah Ghosheh St. near Music Box. 

Please call Tel. No. 820220 


FOR RENT 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS IN SHMEISANI 

• Three bedrooms, Hving-reception-dining rooms, two baths, 
kitchen & balconies. 

• Two bedrooms, living-dining rooms, kitchen and bath, 
large terraces. 

Annual rent, independent central heating & telephones. 
Location: Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Owner tel. 667862, 693443 


FURNISHED 


Penthouse For Rent 

3 bedrooms. Between Jordan Times and; 
Safeway. 

Phone: 683541, or 644559 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

Sri Lankan couple needs work. The husband is a 
first class cook with 8 years experience, the wife 
has housemaid experience for 5 years. Both 
speak good English. 

Call telephone number 615588 
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Sept 25 and 26 




jewellers 

Amra Hotel -Amman. 
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Td.: 677420 


CONCORD 1 

The Bonfire Of The Vanities 

- Shows: 1230, *30,' ***• i0:30 

CONCORD 2 
Passenger 57 


fintwis 


TeL: 699238 


Adel Imam 

if* 


Sayyed AI Shaghil 

■ ptey - 
(Arabic) • 

Shows: 1230. £30; 600; . 
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Tel.: 634144 


Robert Bedford 
Demi Moore — In 

indecent proposal 

A special show for children at 11 am. 
Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays 

problem CHILD 2 

Shows: 1230, 3-30, 6:15, 830, 1030 


Td.: 675571 

Nebfl Al NUshiiti Theatre 


presents a play entitled: 

Al llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are soli all day 


Nabil & Hisharffs Tel.: S2515S^ 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Returns to you Thursday Aug. 
26 in the play: 

Arab Summit 
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EC optimistic over peace process, 
ready to extend aid, technical help 

Claes to raise Jordan’s concerns at conference 


By P.V. Vivekanaod 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The European 
Community (EC) is optimistic 
that the Israeli-Palestinian 
agreement on interim auton- 
omy will lead to peace in the 
Middle East (Hi the basis of 
U.N. resolutions and the com- 
munity stands ready to extend 
financial and technical assist- 
ance to ensure the success of 
Arab-Israeli peace accords, 
Beglian Foreign Minister Willy 
Claes said Thursday:— 

Mr. Claes was addressing a 
press conference late Thursday 
before his departure after tails 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Ai Majali and Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs 
Talal Al Hassan on the 23- 
mon th-old peace process. 

An expected meeting be- 
tween His Majesty King Ho- 
se in or His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan with Mr. 
Claes foiled to materialise, bat 
sources said the minister had 
arrived later than scheduled in 
Amman and there was little 
time for such meetings. 

The minister, whose visit 
was arranged at short notice, 
dad not refer to any new prog- 
rammes of assistance to Jor- 
dan. He said the EC was taking 
note of Jordan's concerns and 
would seek to address them at 
a meeting of international 
donors to be held in Washing- 
ton on Oct. 1. 

Mr. Claes said the EC Com- 
mission had already proposed 
a 500 million European curren- 
cy units (about $600 million), 
five-year aid package to sup- 
port the Palestinian entity en- 
visaged under the Sept. 13 
agreement between Israel and 
the Palestine- Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). He also read- 
ied that the community had 
provided aid worth around 
$13 billion to the Palestinians 
in the last 20 yean. 

M I am leaving with moderate 
and prudent optimism” over 
the course of die peace pro- 
cess, said Mr. Claes, who ar- 
rived here after talks in 
Damascn with Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad and Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa. 


The Belgian minister, whose 
country took over the rotating 
six-month presidency of the 
EC in July, welcomed the 
“pragmatic" approach of Jor- 
dan. 

“I believe that there is a real 
perspective here for a real 
comprehensive peace in the 
near future,” he said. “...The 
implementation of the agree- 
ments will be a little bit compli- 
cated, needing at times con- 
tacts between Israel and the 
PLO, Israel and the Palesti- 
nians and (among) Jordan, 
Israel and the Palestinians." 

“I think- that the Jordanian 
authorities have a more 
pragmatic approach," be said. 
“I prefer this approach. I don't 
believe that it is necessary to 
finalise the peace process be- 
fore starting discussions on 
programmes in a regional 
framework. 

“I think that this approach 
can help us in order to create a 
better atmosphere which will 
stimulate the different actors 
and partners in the peace pro- 
cess.” 

Mr. Qaes said Dr. Majali 
had raised Jordan’s quest for 
compensation for hosting 
Palestinian refugees for de- 
cades and that he would dis- 
cuss the issue with his EC 
colleagues and at the donors 
conference on Oct. 1 “to see 
what can be done towards the 
refugees and towards Jordan 
(with) the responsibility for 
one million refugees.” 

. “Indeed it is a very impor- 
tant and at the same time very 
complicated story,” he said, 
expressing appreciation of the 
fact that Jordan had extended 
full citizenship rigbts to most of 
the Palestinians forced out of 
their homes in the 1943 and 
•1967 Arab-Israeli wars. 

Mr. Claes said an EC de- 
legation which visited the oil- 
rich Arab Gulf states last week 
to encourage them to give aid 
to support the peace process 
. found that the countries had a 
“positive reaction to the 
Israeli-PLO accord as well as 
the Jordan-Israel agenda." 

“In general, the Gulf coun- 
tries confirmed that they will 
shoulder their share in the im- 


plementation” of the accords, 
be said. 

Mr. Claes, who attended the 
signing of the £sraeI-PLO 
agreement in Washington and 
later met with PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, reaffirmed the 
EC's enthusiastic support for 
the accord — “the beginning of 
a new period for the Palesti- 
nians.” 

The minister said the EC 
had taken note of the reserva- 
tions voiced by some Arab 
countries over foe accord, but 
that the community did not 
believe that the FLO intended 
to weaken foe position of its 
Arab partners in the peace 
process by resorting to the 
“secret diplomacy” that went 
into producing the agreement 
with foe Jewish state. 

“Time was playing against 
the Palestinians ana the PLO,” 
be said. “Now we see that this 
agreement is (accelerating)” of 
the peace process, be said, 
referring to the Jordan-Israel 
agenda signed one day after 
the Israel-PLO accord. 

“Something is going on in 
the Maghreb... we are going to 
hear about in the following 
weeks,” said Mr. Claes, in an 
abvions reference to contacts 
between Morocco and Israel 
amid reports that foe two sides 
were poised to announce di- 
plomatic relations and the visit 
to Ttinis of an official Israeli 
delegation. 

The Belgian minister said 
the EC believed that regional 
economic cooperation as '‘con- 
ditio sine qua non” to improve 
the social and economic condi- 
tions of the people of the re- 
gion. And hence, he said, foe 
community “is ready to play an 
important, active and dynamic 
role” in the area. 

Mr. Qaes, who described his 
visit to Syria and Jordan as 
aimed at “listen Jing to foe 
opinion” of the leaders of the 
two countries and convey EC 
viewpoints to them, said Mr. 
Assad had assured him of a 
“neutral" stand vis-a-vis the 
Israel-PLO accord. 

“The Syrian authorities are 
not all enthusiastic about -foe- - 
agreement, Mr. Claes said. 
"President Assad assured me 


that he will not fight (the 
accord) but be is not ready to 
support (it)... be is taking a 
netural position.” 

President Assad, however, 
reaffirmed his commitment to 
a negotiated peace settlement 
with Israel and “insisted on foe 
necessity of accelerating foe 
process as foreseen in Mad- 
rid,” where an international 
conference launched Arab- 
Israeli peace talks in October 
1991. 

The Syrian leader also ruled 
out his country's participation 
in foe multilateral phase of the 
peace process “until be can see 
dear (progress)" in the bilater- 
al talks, Mr. Qaes said. 

(A European diplomatic 
source said meanwhile that the 
EC was proceeding on the pre- 
sumption that “there cannot be 
an Arab-Israeli war without 
Egypt and Arab-Israeli peace 
without Syria.”) 

The Belgian Foreign minis- 
ter, who last week urged foe 
European Parliament to re- 
lease of $188 million in aid to 
Syria held up over human 
rights co n c ern s, denied that 
foe community was trying to 
pressure Damascus into shift- 
ing its positions. 

“I did not (Visit) Syria in 
order to (apply) pressure,’ he 
said. 'T was not making any 
link between European initia- 
tives in foe field of economic 
cooperation... and the peace 
process.” 

Mr. Claes said the EC was 
planning to sign a “treaty of 
cooperation" with Israel be- 
fore the end of the years as 
part of the community's sup- 
port for economic cooperation 
in the Middle East. He did not 
give details, but it is believed- 
that the protocol envisages 
preferenial treatment for 
Israeli exports to EC member 
countries in addition co aid to 
foe Jewish state. 

Answering a question, Mr. 
Claes said “some coordina- 
tion” will have to be made 
between the multilateral phase 
of peace talks on regional 
cooperation and the Gct.--T 
donors' conference. But, he 
said, it is premature to see foe 
shape of such linkage. 


Attacks against U.N. mount in Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Somali militiamen stepped up 
mortar attacks against United 
Nations forces in Mogadishu 
early Friday, and a gunman 
wounded a Pakistani soldier at 
a checkpoint, a U.N. spokes- 
man said. 

Several shells apparently 
fired at foe airport fell harm- 
lessly in the sea, and others 
slammed into the ground out- ■ 
side the heavily-fortified U.N. 
compound at tire former U.S. 
embassy, Tim McDavitt said. 

Suspected fighters of wanted 
warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed exchanged small arms 
fire with U.S. soldiers at a base 
near the embassy and then 1 
melted away into the night. 
Captain McDavitt said. 

Pakistani soldiers manning a 
checkpoint in General 
Aideed's south Mogadishu 
stronghold came under small 


arms fire. 

A rocket-propelled grenade 
and a shell from a 106-nun 
recotlless rifle ploughed into 
the sandy ground nearby. 

Pakistani soldiers manning 
another checkpoint shot dead a 
Somali Crude driver after be 
opened up on them with an 
AK 47 automatic rifle as they 
prepared to search his truck, 
laden with fruit and veget- 
ables. 

He wounded a soldier, who 
was described as being in 
“stable condition” at the 
Swedish military hospital here. 

His life was not in danger. 

“There was a lot of activity 
during the night but it wasn’t a 
coordinated offensive,” Capt. 
McDavitt said. 

But be stressed that U.N. 
forces were “taking very 
seriously” threats of major 
' attacks against them in retaha- 
1 tion for the capture this week of i 


Gen. Aideed's right-hand man 
Osman Hassan All, known as 
“Ato,” the thin man. 

He said American aid work- 
ers and a reporter had been 
taken to the U.N. compound 
here overnight because of 
‘'threats of hostage-taking, 
particularly Americans." 

“We’re taking prudent mea- 
sures," Capt. McDavitt said. 

U.S. Ambassador Robert 
Gosende said gunmen sus- 
pected to be Aideed militia- 
men had twice gone to aid 
agency offices and asked for 
Americans by name in tire past 
three days. 

In both cases the Americans 
were out of their offices. 

Mr. Gosende said militia- 
men bad captured two Italians 
13 days ago and had held them 
for five boors. 

They were freed only after 
they managed to convince their 
captors that they were not 


American, Mr. Gosende told 
reporters. 

Aideed militiamen are hold- 
ing a Nigerian soldier captured 
on Sept. 6. 

“We believe he is alive," 
said U.N. political spokesman 
Farouk Mawlawi. — 

■w 

Speculation mounted that 
Gen. Aideed’s Somali Nation- 
al Alliance would offer to ex- 
change Mr. Osman Ato for tire 
Nigerian but U.N. sources said 
foe world body would refuse. 

Gen. Aideed is wanted for 
the June 5 killings of 24 Pakis- 
tani peacekeepers. 

The bloody conflict between 
U.N. forces and the elusive 
warlord, still in hiding here, 
has killed hundreds of Somalis 
including many women and 
children, and 53 U.N. soldiers 
since the world body took over 
the Somalia operation from the 
United States on May 4. 



ARAFAT IN JAKARTA: Indonesian President 
Suharto (right) meets with Palestine leader Yasser 
Arafat shortly before starting their talks at the 
Merdeka Palace Friday. Mr. Arafat is in Indone- 


sia on a two-day visit to brief President Suharto os 
the PLO-Israd accord on Palestinian autonomy 
(AFP photo) 


Knesset’s ‘yes’ votes on PLO 
deal signal a turning point 


From Michael Jansen 
in Nicosia 

ON Thursday, after three days 
of acrimonious debate, Israel’s 
Knesset approved Israel's rec- 
ognition of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and adopted the Oslo accord 
on Palestinian self-government 
and the agreed agenda for a 
settlement with Jordan. Sixty 
one or the 120 members voted 
in favour, .50 against, eight ab- 
stained and one absented him - 
self. 

The parties voting in favour 
were Labour, 44 votes: 
Meietz, 12; Hadash 3 and the 
Arab Democratic party, 2. The 
MKs voting against were 29 of 
foe Likud's 32, 8 from Tsomet, 
3 from Moledet, 6 from the 
National Religious party and 4 
from United Torah Jewry. 
Three Likud members of 
Knesset (MKs) and five from 
Shas abstained and oneShas 
MK did not appear in foe 
Knesset chamber. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin also 
withstood a vote of no- 
confidence by 61 to 52. 

Although foe government 
secured foe peacemaking man- 
date it required by only a 
one-vote majority, those 61 
votes amounted to a consider- 
able victory for Mr. Rabin and 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. The vote was a victory 
not so much because the gov- 
ernment secured the majority 
it expected, but because foe 
opposition could muster only 
50 votes, instead of all 59 
.members, not voting in favour. 
This means that Mr. Rabin has 
a comfortable margin of 11 
over its opponents. After foe 
vbte he stated that the govern- 
ment would now go ahead with 
“implementation of the agree- 
ments” with the PLO and Jor- 
dan. 

This margin was unex- 
pectedly large because, three 
members from the Likud party 
abstained. These were Assad 
Assad, a Druze MK who voted , 
as his Druze constituents de- • 
manded; Ronnie Milo, cur- 
rently a candidate in the Tel 
Aviv mayoral race who be- 


lieves the majority of Israelis 
living in this, the country’s 
largest city, support the 
accords; and Meir Sbetreet, 
who voted his “conscience” ■ 
whatever foe consequences. 
Likud hawks asked for the* 
dismissal of the three from the 
party. 

Mr. Shetreet, a Moroccan by 
origin, was sharply critical of 
the Likud leadership which be 
said bad “lost tbe middle 
ground in Israeli politics.” i.e. 
shifted so far to the right as to 
-lose its portion of voters in foe 
■centre. An Israeli commenta- 
tor told this correspondent last 
week that the Likud “sounds 
exactly tike the lunatic right." 
Instead of offering an alterna- 
tive to the Oslo accords, 
Likudniks could only call Mr. 

1 Rabin a “traitor” and datm 
that implementation of Palesti- 
nian self-rule would lead to the 
.Jews being driven into tbe sea. 
The fact that the Likud has 
indeed lost touch with foe cen- 
tre has been borne out by 
opinion polls which register 
over 67 per cent of Israelis 
supporting foe Rabm-Arafct 
accord. 


ANALYSIS 


It was expected that deputies 
from the Sephardi religious 
party, Shas, would abstain 
-from the vote: five abstained 
and cme was absent. Until re- 
cently Shas was a member of 
the coalition but foe party 
chairman, Arye Deri, minister 
of tbe interior, and two other 
deputy ministers were dismis- 
sed because of allegations of 
corruption. The party’s spir- ■ 
itual mentor. Rabbi Ovadia 
Yosef, stated last week- that 
Shas would not vote against 
tbe accord, in spite of pressure 
from other ultra-orthodox reli- 
gious parties to do so. Rabbi 
Yosef, whose word is obeyed 
by his followers, has taken the 
stand that the life of one Jew is 
noj. worth continuing the 
occupation of foe occupied ter- 
ritories occupied in 1967 
Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu warned daring the 


debate that the agreement with 
the PLO would lead to foe 
creation of a Palestinian state 
but was unable to keep his 
party in tine when it came 
down to the vote. 

“Tbe abstention of the three 
deputies dealt us a hard blow,” 
former Defence Minister Ariel 
Sharon told Israeli Radio on 
Friday. “It allows the govern- 
ment to gain the upper hand 
with a moral mandate over the 
population." 

“What’s most serious is that 
we prepared for this decisive 
moment for years. Now that 
it’s here we’re unable to ex- 
plain our position and chart 
out a coherent strategy.” he 
added. 

The vote could be a turning 
point for IsraeL It was a vote 
for pursuing peace instead of 
the ongoing war of attrition 
against foerakstinians in the 
territories. It was a vote 
against the “greater Israel” 
that was foe dream of foe 
founding fathers of the Jewish 
state, a dream the Likud and 
foe religious parties have tried 
to turn into reality. It is signifi- 
cant that Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Peres, who can be counted 
among Israel’s founding 
fathers, have decided that the 
dream was unattainable and, 
by accepting foe terms of U.N. 
resolutions 242 and 338, have 
committed themselves to ex- 
changing territory for peace. 

By enlisting the support of 
tbe Hadash mid Arab Demo- 
cratic parties, Rabin broke the 
taboo against relying in key 
contests on “Arab" leftist par- 
ties which are considered by a 
majority of Israelis to be “non- 
Zionist” as they have advo- 
cated a compromise with foe 
Palestinians since foe founding 
of Israel. On the eve of the 
vote Mr. Rabin was accused of 
exploiting the “PLO vote" but 
this did not deter him. His 
reliance on the backing of five 
leftist MKs at this crucial junc- 
ture is indicative of the chang- 
ing dimate of opinion in Israel 
where foe parties traditionally 
considered “non-Zionist” have 
suddenly become respectable 
partners in peacemaking. 


Most Palestinians back Israel-PLO accord 


AMMAN (J.T.) — More than 
two thirds of Palestinians in the 
occupied territories support 
the LsraeLPalestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) agree- 
ment giving them interim self- 
rule, according to an opinion 
poll conducted recently. 

The survey of 1,505 Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip conducted by foe 
Jerusalem Media and Com- 
munications Centre (JMCC) 
and sponsored by CNN and 
France 2 television also 
showed that support for Isla- 
mic groups opposed to the 
agreement was waning. 

Tbe poll showed that 68.6 
per cent said they agree with 
foe Sept. 13 accord only 27.8 
per cent opposed the deal and 
3.6 per cent gave a different 
answer. 

According to the poll, the 
accord was more popular in the 
Gaza Strip and foe West Bank 
town of Jericho — where 
Palestinians would initially 
have greater autonomy than in 
the rest of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

It said 72 per cent of Gazans 
and 83. 2 per cent of Jericho 
residents bac&ed the deal. . 


Tbe poll also showed that 
64.4 per cent of the respon- 
dents had more confidence m 
the PLO-led nationalist camp 
compared to 17.5 per cent who 
put their faith in Islamic 
groups. 

An opinion poll conducted 
by the JMCC last month 
showed that 50.9 per cent said 
they trusted PLO-led national- 
ists compared to 24.1 per cent 
who said they trusted Islamic 
groups, while 23.9 per cent 
backed other groups. 

The sample included 920 
West Bankers including (Jeru- 
salem) and 585 Gazans. 

Asked if tbe agreement add 
legitimacy to the Israeli 
occupation, 37.5 per cent said 
yes, 54.6 said no and 7.9 were 
not decided — 68.1 per cent 
viewed the agreement as a 
means for saving them from 
foe difficult living conditions 
while 242 per cent saw other- 
wise. 

Asked whether the agree- 
ment will lead to internal 
Palestinian strif£).26.2 per cent 
said yes, 60.8 per cent said no 
while 12.3 were not decided. 

Asked whether tbe Palesti- 
nian leadership will be able to 


run the Palestinian affairs in 
the interim period, 26.2 per 
cent said yes and 64.2 said no. 

Asked whether they support 
the continuation of negotia- 

• tions with Israel, 72.9 per cent 
a said yes, 25 per cent said no, 

. * while 2.Z were not decided. 

Asked which party can save 
them from the status quo, 64.4 
per cent said die nationalist 
forces (the PLO), and 17.5 
said-Islamic forces while 18.1 

• per cent saw otherwise. 

On the impact of the PLO- 
Israel agreement on the 
Palestinian people’s positions, 
46.5 per cent said their support 
' for the PLO had increased, 
19.1 said their support for and 
confidence in the PLO bad 
d imi n i sh ed, and 24.6 per cent 
m said the agreement had no 
impact on their confidence and 
support for the PLO while 9.8 
per cent said they hadnoopin- 

• M>n. t 

The Gaza Strip, 72 per cent 
of foe sample surveyed voiced 
. their support for the 
Palestinian-Israeli agreement 
as opposed to 66.4 per cent in 
■ the occupied West Bank. 

— 64.2 of foe Gazans co- 



vered by the poll saw foe 
agreement as a practical step to 
establish a Palestinian state 
while 57.6 of the West Bankers 
shared this view. 

— - 29.5 of tbe Gazans said 
the agreement legitimises the 
Israeli occupation compared 
with 42.6 per cent in the West 
Bank. 

— 74.7 per cent of the 
Gazans and 64 per cent of foe 
West Bankers said tbe agree- 
ment was a means to save them 
from ‘foe difficult conditions. 

On foe possibility of Palesti- 
nian strife, 16.8 per cent of the, 
Gazan and 33.2 of the West 
Bankers said the agreement 
will lead to internal fighting. , 

In Gaza 17.6 per cent, as 
opposed to 31.6 per cent in the 
West Bank, said foe Palesti-, 
nian leadership will be able to- 
run the Palestinian affairs in 
the interim rule period. 

— 75.9 per cent of the 
Gazans and 71 per cent of the 
West Bankers supported foe 
resumption of Palestinian- 
Israeli negotiations. 

Asked which party fa most 
able to save them from the 
status quo, 70.1 of the Gazans 


and 60.7 of the West Bankers 
said tbe PLO, while 28.1 per 
cent in Gaza and 17.1 in foe 
West Bank said Islamic forces. . 

Ip Gaza, 52.8 per cent said 
foeir support for and confi- 
dence in foe PLO had in- 
creased as compared to 42.4 
per cent of the West Bankers. 

— 15 per cent of the Gazans 
mid 21.8 per cent of the West 
Bankers said their support for 
and confidence in the PLO had 
diminished while 22.5 per cent 
an d 25.9 per cent in Gaza and 
the West Bank respectively 
said foe agreement had no 
impact on their position to- 
wards the PLO. 

I" Jericho, foe poll found 
tnat 83.2 per cent of foe sample 
surveyed were in favour of the 
agreement and that 79.8 per 
cent saw the agreement as a . 
practical step to establish a 
Palestinian state. 

— 28.7 per cent said the 
agreement legitimises the 
Israeli occupation while 67 per 
cent saw otherwise. 

— 84 per cent saw the agree- 
ment as a means for saving 
them from their difficult living 


conditions, and 23.2 said it will 
lead to internal strife and fight- 
ing while 73.7 said it will not 
lead to violence. 

On the ability of the PLO to 
run foe Palestinian affairs in 
foe interim stage, 21.3 per cent 
said the PLO can run Palesti- 
nian affairs while 73.4 per cent 
saw otherwise. 

— 85.3 per cent supported 
tbe resumption of Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations, while 
18.6 per cent rejected it. 

— 79.3 per cent said the 
PLO was foe most capable 
power of saving them from 
foeir current situations while 
6.5 per cent said Islamic forces 
were tbe most qualified to do 
that. 

On the impact of the agree- 
ment on their positions on the 
PLO, 64,1 per cent said their 
support for and confidence in 
the PLO bad increased while 
9.8 per cent said their support 
and confidence had dimi- 
nished. However, 18-5 percent 
said foe agreement has no im- 
pact on foeir support for and 
confidence in foe organisation. 


16 killed in 
Kabul battles 

KABUL (R) — Rena rocket 
exchanges between rival Shiite 
'and Sunni Muslim frictions in 
foe Afghan capital Kabul have 
killed 16 poeple and injured 
55, hospitals and officials said 
Thursday. 

The dashes, the bloodiest 
for several weeks, erupted late 
Wednesday in tbe western sub- 
urbs already reduced to 
rubble in many parts by 
months of Similar bombard- 
ments — and raged into Thurs- 
day morning, doctors said. 

Each side accused the other 
of starting the fighting, the 
most serious violation of a 
ceasefire agreed last month be- 
tween foe Iran-backed Shiite 
Hezb-e-Wahdat party and the 
extremist Saudi-backed Sunni 
Ittebad-e-Islami group. 

Ittehad leader Abdul Rab ’ 
Sayyaf told Reuters the fight- 
ing was the most serious of 
three recent ceasefire viola- 
tions. „ 

Hie said 12 people were kil- 
led in rocket and mortar fire on 
foe Shiite Kampani settlement 
on the road to his base at 
Paghman, a former resort town 
in hills about 25 kilometres 
west of Kabul. 
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Clinton gets wrong 
speech in mlxup 

WASHINGTONS <R> — a 
lelcprompter mnep left fa*./ 
dent Bill Clinton nearly 
speechless. As he faced 
lions of Americans to dthm 
the address Of his political bfc 
on health care reform and ap- 
plause coursed through foe 
House of Reprcsentati 
chamber, a surprised 
saw the teleprompter 
his Feb. 17 State of foe Union 
Address. “Wrong speech,” fo« 
president whispered to Vice 
President Al Gore, who 
standing behind him. Mr. _ 
promptly informed senior Cha*~ 
ton adviser George Slephano* 
poulos. “who at that point Inti 
no Mood in his body.” accor& 
ing to While House spokes, 
woman Dee Dee Myers. f4r. : 
Clinton went ahead and began 
his speech, reading from foe * 
written text before him, and 
White House aides scrambled 
to fix (he problem. Top com-, 
munications aide David' 
Dreyer pulled the computer 
file from the telcprompter and 
found that yes. Mr. Clinton's' 
health care speech was on foe 
file, but that the State of the 
Union Address was on it too. 
The mix up had occurred, said 
Ms. Myers, because Mr. Gin- 
ton was still tinkering with the : 
wording of his speech until the ; 
last possible moment — during-’ 
foe short limousine ride from 
the White House to Capitol 
Hill. Aides made foe chaoses* 
in the teleprompter . file, bat m 
foe confusion the State of foe 
Union Address was put for-gt 
ward for Mr. Clinton to read. 
The mixup took about six mi- 
nutes to fix. 

Yeltsin 
congratulates 
reindeer breeders . 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin sent ha 
greetings to the World Festival 
of Reindeer Breeders which 
opened in Norway Friday, 
saying Russia backed this "no- 
ble movement’* strongly. 
ITAR-TASS News Agency- 
said. Russia was represented at 
the festival, organised under 
the international year of in- 
digenous peoples, by reindeer 
breeders from 14 areas of 
northern Russia. Sifter* and 
the Far East, the report said. 

Michael Jackson j 
concert draws 
50,000 Turks 


ISTANBUL (R) — More than 
50.000 Turks, roanng. dancing 
and waving candles, turned out - 
for a concert by pop superstar • •• 
Michael Jackson in Istanbul a 
T hursday night. Jackson, who 
flew into Istanbul from Israel 
Wednesday, is expected to •„ 
leave Turkey Saturday. 

Tokyo Film 
Festival opens 

TOKYO (AP) — Japan's 
fledgling film festival opened 
Friday with ascreeniBg 0 f 
Sylvester Stallone's new thril-f 
ler. Oifflianger. The film's 
director, Renny Harlin. was 
among a handful of guests to 
open the 6th Tokyo Interna- 
tional Film Festival. Harlin’s 
other credits include Die Hard. 
Organisers say they hope the 
festival, which became an 
annual event last year, will 
become an internationally 
acclaimed event, but few ex- 
pect it ever to rival its more . 
prestigious counterparts in 
Cannes or Venice. German 
director Wim Wenders, whose 
films include Wings Of Desire 
and Paris, Texas, will chair the - 
jury for the young cinema com- 
petition. which will distribute 
three prizes worth a total of 35 
million yen f $333, 000). Entries 
include tw 0 American films. 
Menace 11 Society by Alien * 
*? d * Ib «rt Hughes and Kalifb- 
nia by Dominic Sena. Italian 
director Franco Zeffirelli will 
«iair foe Jury f or ^ 

nonal competition, which does 

P 0 * t ? 1Ty r.? cash Prize- Entries * 
include Silent Tongue, foe- - 

second film to be directed by 
actor Sam Shepard. and Youn- 

^nd Younger -siarritt 
Donald Gutherland. • 

China holds first 
rare book auction 

PBCLNG ( AP) — Old Peking 
yt**? r f°rds and books dtf- 

bad Z l' 400 years were 
auctioned ar - 
rare book *oc- 

The «ghe* bid * 
^000 . 
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